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ADVERTISEMENT* 


HAD  there  been  any  book  in  out: 
language  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
following  Letters,  they  never  Ihould 
have  feen  the  light.  The  Author 
wrote  them  for  the  amufement  of  his 
friends,  and  as  an  affiftance  to  his 
memory ; and  if  it  will  in  any  degree 
apologize  for  their  imperfedions,  he 
can  with  truth  declare  that  they  never 
were  intended  for  publication:  nor 
indeed  was  that  idea  fuggefled  to  him, 
till  long  after  they  were  written.  One 
principal  motive  he  will  own,  was  the 
delire  of  giving  to  the  world,  and 
perhaps  of  tranfmitting  to  pofterity, 
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a monument  of  his  friendfhip  with 
the  gentleman  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
drefied. 

"tVhen  Mr.  Forfter’s  tranflation  of 
Baron  Reidefel’s  book  firft  appeared, 
thefe  Letters  were  already  in  the  prefs, 
and  the  Author  apprehended  an  anti- 
cipation of  his  fubjccR ; however,  on 
perufal  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find, 
that  the  two  works  did  not  much  in- 
terfere. 

In  tranferibing  them  for  the  prefs, 
he  found  it  neceflary  both  to  retrench 
and  to  amplify  ; by  which  the  eafe  of 
the  cpiftolary  ftyle  has  probably  fuf- 
fered,  and  fome  of  the  letters  have 
been  extended  much  beyond  their 
original  length. 


He 
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He  now  prefents  them  to  the  Public 
with  the  greateft  diffidence ; hoping 
that  fome  allowance  will  be  made  for 
the  very  inconvenient  circumftances, 
little  favourable  to  order  or  precifion, 
in  which  fome  of  them  were  written: 
But  he  would  not  venture  to  new- 
model  them ; apprehending,  that  what 
they  might  gain  in  form  and  expref- 
lion,  they  would  probably  lofe  in  eafe 
and  limplicity ; and  well  knowing 
that  the  original  imprefllons  are  better 
defcribed  at  the  moment  they  are 
felt,  than  from  the  moil  exact  recol- 
lection. 
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SICILY  AND  MALTA. 

LETTER  I. 


DEAR  BECK  FORD,  Naples,  May  14,  1770. 

*|  Remember  to  have  heard  you  regret, 
“**  that  in  all  your  peregrinations  through 

Europe,  you  had  ever  neglected  the  ifland 

/ 

of  Sicily;  and  had  fpent  much  of  your 

time  in  running  over  the  old  beaten  track, 

and  in  examining  the  thread-bare  fubjedts 

of  Italy  and  France  ; when  probably  there 

* 

were  a variety  of  objects,  not  lefs  interefting, 
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that  flill  lay  buried  in  oblivion  in  that 
celebrated  ifland.  We  intend  to  profit  from 
this  hint  of  yours.- — Fullarton  has  been 
urging  me  to  it  with  all  that  ardour, 
which  a new  profpedl  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge ever  infpires  in  him;  and  Glover, 
your  old  acquaintance,  has  promifed  to 
accompany  us. 

The  Italians  reprefent  it  as  impofiible  r 
as  there  are  no  inns  in  the  ifland,  and 
many  of  the  roads  are  over  dangerous 
precipices,  or  through  bogs  and  forefts, 
infefted  with  the  mod  refolute  and  dar- 
ing banditti  in  Europe.  However,  all 
thefe  confiderations,  formidable  as  they 
may  appear,  did  not  deter  Mr.  Hamilton 
his  lady,  and  Lord  Fortrofe  j~ . They  made 
this  expedition  laft  fummer  ; and  returned 
fo  much  delighted  with  it,  that  they  have 
animated  us  with  the  ftrongeft  defire  of  en- 
joying the  fame  pleafure. . 

* Now  Knight  of  the  Bath.  f Now  Earl  ofSeaforth. 

Our 
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Our  firft  plan  was  to  go  by  land  to 
Regium,  and  from  thence,  crofs  over  to 
Meffina;  but  on  making  exadd  inquiry 
with  regard  to  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
and  method  of  travelling,  we  find  that  the 
danger  from  the  banditti  in  Calabria  and 
Apulia  is  fo  great,  the  accommodations  fo 
wretched,  and  inconveniencies  of  every 
kind  fo  numerous,  without  any  confidera- 
lion  whatever  to  throw  into  the  oppofite 
fcale,  that  we  foon  relinquished  that  fcheme  ; 
and  in  fpite  of  all  the  terrors  of  Scylla  and 
Charybdis,  and  the  more  real  terrors  of 
fea  ficknefs  (the  moft  formidable  monfler 
of  the  three),  we  have  determined  to  go  by 
water : And  that  no  time  may  be  loft,  we 
have  already  taken  our  paflage  on  board  an 
Englifh  Ship,  which  is  ready  to  fail  with  the 
firft  fair  wind. 

Now,  as  this  little  expedition  has  never 
been  confidered  as  any  part  of  the  grand 
tour;  and  as  it  will  probably  prefent; 
v B 2 many 


4 


A TOUR  THROUGH 


many  objects  worthy  of  your  attention, 
not  mentioned  in  any  of  our  books  of 
travels ; I flatter  myfelf  that  a fiiort  ac- 
count of  thefe  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
you  ; and  may  in  fome  degree  make  up 

for  your  having  neglected  to  vifit  them. 

\ 

You  may  therefore  expedl  to  hear  of  me, 
from  every  town  where  we  flop  ; and  when 
I meet  with  any  thing  deferving  of  notice, 
I fhall  attempt  to  defcribe  it  in  as  few 
words  as  poflible.  We  have  been  waiting 
with  impatience  for  a fair  wind,  but  at 
prefent  there  is  little  profpedt  of  it.  The 
wreather  is  exceedingly  rough,  and  not  a 
fliip  has  been  able  to  get  out  of  the  harbour 
for  upwards  of  three  v/eeks  pad.  This 
climate  is  by  no  means  what  we  expected 
to  find  it ; and  the  ferene  fky  of  Italy,  fo 
much  boafted  of  by  our  travelled  gentle- 
men, does  not  altogether  deferve  the  great 
eulogiums  bellowed  upon  it.  It  is  now  the 
middle  of  May,  and  we  have  not  as  yet 
had  any  continuance  of  what  may  be  called 
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fine  weather.  It  has,  indeed,  been  abun- 
dantly warm,  but  leldom  a day  has  pahed 
without  bidden  ftorms  of  wind  and  rain, 
which  render  walking  out  here  to  the  full 
as  dangerous  to  our  invalids,  as  it  is  in 
England. 

I am  perfuaded  that  our  phyficians  are 
under  lome  mibake  with  regard  to  this 
climate.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  warmed 

\ N / 

in  Italy ; but  it  is  as  certainly  one  of  the 
mod  incondant ; and  from  what  we  have 
obferved,  difagrees  with  the  greated  part 

i 

of  our  valetudinarians ; but  more  parti- 
cularly with  the  gouty  people,  who  have 
all  found  themfelves  better  at  Rome ; 
which,  though  much  colder  in  winter,  is, 
I believe,  a healthier  climate.  Naples  to 
be  fure  is  more  eligible  in  dimmer,  as  the 
air  is  condantly  refrelhed  by  the  fea  breeze, 
when  Rome  is  often  fcorched  by  the  mod 
infupportable  heat.  Lad  dimmer,  Fahren- 
heit’s thermometer  never  rofe  higher  at 

B 3 Naples 
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Naples  than  76.  At  Rome  it  was  at  89. 
The  difference  is  often  ftill  more  confider- 
able.  In  winter  it  is  not  lefs  remarkable. 
Here,  our  greateft  degree  of  cold  was  in 
the  end  of  January  ; the  thermometer  flood 
at  36  ; at  Rome  it  fell  to  27  ; fo  that  the 

didance  between  the  two  extremes  of  heat 

% 

and  cold  lafl  year  at  Naples,  was  only  40 
degrees  ; whereas  at  Rome  it  was  no  lefs 
than  62.  Yet,  by  all  accounts,  their  win- 
ter was  much  more^  agreeable  and  healthy 
than  ours  : For  they  had  clear  frofly  wea- 
ther whilft  we  were  deluged  with  rains, 
accompanied  with  very  high  wind.  The 
people  here  affure  us,  that  in  fome  feafons 
it  has  rained  every  day  for  fix  or  feven 
weeks.  But  the  mod  difagreeable  part 
of  the  Neapolitan  climate  is  the  firocc  or 
fouth-ead  wind,  which  is  very  common 
at  this  feafon.  It  is  infinitely  more  relax- 
ing, and  gives  the  vapours  in  a much  higher 
degree,  than  the  word  of  our  rainy  No- 
vembers. It  has  now  blown  for  thefe 
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feven  days  without  intermiffion ; and  has 
indeed  blown  away  all  our  gaiety  and 
fpirits ; and  if  it  continues  much  longer,  I 
do  not  know  what  may  be  the  confequence. 
It  gives  a degree  of  laffitude,  both  to  the 
body  and  mind,  that  renders  them  abfo- 
lutely  incapable  of  performing  their  ufual 
functions.  It  is  not  perhaps  furprifing, 
that  it  fhould  produce  thefe  effects  on  a 
phlegmatic  Englifh  conftitution  ; but  we 
have  juft  now  an  inftance,  that  all  the  mer- 
cury  of  France  muft  fmk  under  the  load 
of  this  horrid,  leaden  atmofphere.  A 
fmart  Parifian  marquis  came  here  about 
ten  days  ago : he  was  fo  full  of  animal 
fpirits  that  the  people  thought  him  mad. 

He  never  remained  a moment  in  the  fame 

' » * 

place;  but,  at  their  grave  converfations, 
ufed  to  fkip  from  room  to  room  with 
fuch  amazing  elafticity,  that  the  Italians 
fwore  he  had  got  fprings  in  his  fhoes.  I 
met  him  this  morning,  walking  with  the 
ftep  of  a philofopher  ; a fmelling  bottle  in 

B 4 his 
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his  hand,  and  all  his  vivacity  extinguilhed. 
I afked  what  was  the  matter  ? “ Ah  ! mon 
“ ami,”  faid  he,  u je  rn’ennui  a la  mort ; 
cc  — moi,  qui  n’ai  jamais  f<fu  fennui. 
tc  Mais  cet  execrable  vent  m'accable ; et 
“ deux  jours  de  plus,  et  je  me  pend.” 

% 

The  natives  themfelves  do  not  fuffer  lefs 
than  Grangers ; and  all  nature  feems  to 
languifh  during  this  abominable  wind.  A 
Neapolitan  lover  avoids  his  mi  ft  refs  with 
the  utmoft  care  in  the  time  of  the  firocc ; 
and  the  indolence  it  infpires,  is  almoft 
fufhcient  to  extinguifh  every  paflion.  All 
works  of  genius  are  laid  afide,  during  its 
continuance;  and  when  any  thing  very 
flat  or  infipid  is  produced,  the  ftrongefl 
phrafe  of  difapprobation  they  can  heftow 
is,  “ Era  fcritto  in  tempo  del  firocco;”  that 
it  was  writ  in  the  time  of  the  firocc.  I 
fhall  make  no  other  apology  for  this  letter ; 
and  whenever  I happen  to  tire  you,  be 
kind  enough  to  remember  (pray  do)  that 

it 
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it  is  not  me  you  are  to  blame,  but  the 
firocc  wind.  This  will  put  me  much  at 
my  eafe,  and  will  fave  us  a world  of  time 
in  apologies. 

I have  been  endeavouring  to  get  fome 
account  of  the  caufe  of  this  very  fingular 
quality  of  the  firocc  ; but  the  people  here 
feldom  think  of  accounting  for  any  thing, 
and  I do  not  find,  notwithstanding  its  re- 
markable effeds,  that  it  has  ever  yet  been 
an  objed  of  inquiry  amongft  them. 

— i 

I have  not  obferved  thaf  the  firocc 
makes  any  remarkable  change  in  the  ba- 
rometer.  When  it  nrft  fet  in,  the  mercury 

fell  about  a line  and  a half ; and  has  con- 

* 

tinued  much  about  the  fame  height  ever 
fince  ; but  the  thermometer  was  at  43  the 
morning  it  began,  and  rofe  almoft  imme- 
diately to  65  ; and  for  thefe  two  days  pall 
it  has  been  at  70  and  71.  However,  it  is 
certainly  not  the  warmth  of  this  wind, 

that 
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that  renders  it  fo  oppreffive  to  the  fpirits  ; 
it  is  rather  the  want  of  that  genial  quality, 
which  is  fo  enlivening  ; and  which  ever 
renders  the  weftern  breeze  fo  agreeable  : 
The  fpring  and  elafticity  of  the  air  feems 
to  be  loft  ; and  that  active  principle  which 
animates  all  nature,  appears  to  be  dead. 
This  principle  we  have  fometimes  fuppofed 
to  be  nothing  elfe  than  the  fubtle  eledtric 
fluid  that  the  air  ufually  contains  ; and  in- 
deed, we  have  found,  that  during  this 
wind,  it  appears  to  be  almoft  annihilated, 
or  at  lead:,  its  activity  exceedingly  reduced. 
Yefterday,  and  to-day,  we  have  been  at- 
tempting to  make  fome  eledtrical  experi- 
ments ; but  I never  before  found  the  air  fo 
unfavourable  for  them. 

Sea-bathing  we  have  found  to  be  the  bell: 
antidote  againft  the  efTedts  of  the  fi- 
rocc  ; and  this  we  certainly  enjoy  in  great 
perfedtion.  Lord  Fortrofe,  who  is  the 
foul  of  our  colony  here,  has  provided  a 

largo 
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large  commodious  boat  for  this  purpofe. 
We  meet  every  morning  at  eight  o’clock, 
and  row  about  half  a mile  out  to  fea,  where 
we  Itrip  and  plunge  into  the  water  : Were 
it  not  for  this,  we  fhould  all  of  us  have 
been  as  bad  as  the  French  marquis.  My 
lord  has  ten  watermen,  who  are  in  reality 
a fort  of  amphibious  animals,  as  they  live 
one  half  the  fummer  in  the  fea.  Three 
or  four  of  thefe  generally  go  in  with  us, 
to  pick  up  ftragglers,  and  fecure  us  from 
all  accidents.  They  dive  with  eafe  to  the 
depth  of  forty,  and  fometimes  of  fifty  feet, 
and  bring  up  quantities  of  excellent  fhell- 
fifh  during  the  fummer  months  ; but  fo 
great  is  their  devotion,  that  every  time  they 
* go  down  they  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs, 
and  mutter  an  Ave  Maria,  without  which 
they  think  they  fhould  certainly  be  drown- 
ed ; and  were  not  a little  fcandalized  at  us 

i 

for  omitting  this  ceremony.  To  accuftom 
us  to  fwimming  in  all  circumftances,  my 
lord  has  provided  a fuit  of  clothes,  which 
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we  wear  by  turns ; and  from  a very  fhort 
practice,  we  have  found  it  almoft  as  com- 
modious to  fvvim  with  as  without  them ; 

% 

we  have  likewife  learned  to  ftrip  in  the 
water  ; and  find  it  no  very  difficult  matter  : 
And  I am  fully  perfuaded,  from  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  this  kind  of  exerciie,  that  in 
cafe  of  fhipwreck  we  fhould  have  greatly 
the  advantage  over  thofe  who  had  never 
practifed  it  ; for  it  is  by  the  embarraflment 
from  the  clothes,  and  the  agitation  that 
people  are  thrown  into,  from  finding  them- 
felves  in  a fituation  they  had  never  experi- 
enced before,  that  fo  many  lives  are  loft  in 
the  water. 

After  bathing,  we  have  an  Englifti 
breakfaft  at  his  lordfhip’s  ; and  after  break- 
faft,  a delightful  little  concert,  which  lafts 
for  an  hour  and  a half.  Barbella,  the 
fweeteft  fiddle  in  Italy,  leads  our  little 
band.  This  party,  I think,  conftitutes  one 
principal  part  of  the  pleafure  we  enjoy  at 
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Naples.  We  have  like  wife  fome  very 
agreeable  fociety  amongft  ourfelves,  though 
we  cannot  boaft  much  of  that  with  the 
inhabitants.  There  are  to  be  fure  many 
good  people  amongft  them  ; but  in  general, 
there  is  fo  very  little  analogy  betwixt  an 
Englifh  and  a Neapolitan  mind,  that  the 
true  focial  harmony,  that  great  fweetener 
of  human  life,  can  feldom  be  produced.  In 
lieu  of  this  (the  exchange  you  will  fay  is 
but  a bad  one),  the  country  round  Naples 
abounds  fo  much  in  every  thing  that  is 
curious,  both  in  art  and  nature,  and  affords 
fo  ample  a field  of  fpeculation  for  the  na- 
turalift  and  antiquary,  that  a perfon  of  any 
curiofity  may  fpend  fome  months  here  very 
agreeably,  and  not  without  profit. 

Befides  the  difcoveries  of  Herculaneum 
and  Pompeia,  which,  of  themfelves,  af- 
ford a great  fund  of  entertainment,  the 
whole  coaft  that  furrounds  this  beautiful 
bay,  particularly  that  near  Puzzoli,  Curna, 
. Micenum, 
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Micenum,  and  Baia,  is  covered  with  innu- 
merable monuments  of  Roman  magnifi- 
% 

cence.  Bur,  alas  ! how  are  the  mighty 
fallen  l This  delightful  coaft,  once  the 
garden  of  all  Italy,  and  inhabited  only  by 
the  rich,  the  gay,  and  luxurious,  is  now 
abandoned  to  the  pooreft  and  moft  mife- 
rable  of  mortals.  Perhaps,  there  is  no 
fpot  on  the  globe,  that  has  undergone  fo 
thorough  a change  ; or  that  can  exhibit  fo 
linking  a pidlure  of  the  vanity  of  human 
grandeur.  Thofe  very  walls  that  once 
lodged  a Caefar,  a Lucullus,  an  Anthony, 
the  richefl  and  moft  voluptuous  of  man- 
kind ; are  now  occupied  by  the  very  mean- 
eft  and  moft  indigent  wretches  on  earth, 
who  are  actually  ftarving  for  want  in  thofe 
very  apartments  that  were  the  feenes  of  the 
greateft  luxury.  There  we  are  told  that 
fuppers  were  frequently  given,  that  coft 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  ; and  fome  that  even 
amounted  to  double  that  film* 
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The  luxury  indeed  of  Baia  was  fo  great, 
that  it  became  a proverb,  even  amongft  the 
luxurious  Romans  themfelves ; and,  at 
Rome,  we  often  find  them  upbraiding  with 
effeminacy  and  epicurifm,  thofe  who  fpent 
much  of  their  time  in  this  fcene  of  de- 
lights ; Clodius  throws  it  in  Cicero’s  teeth 
more  than  once  : And  that  orator’s  having 
purchafed  a villa  here,  hurt  him  not  a little 
in  the  opinion  of  the  graver  and  more 
auflere  part  of  the  fenate.  The  walls  of 
ihefe  palaces  flill  remain,  and  the  poor 
peafants,  in  fome  places,  have  built  up  their 
miferable  huts  within  them  ; but,  at  pre- 
fent,  there  is  not  one  gentleman  or  man  of 
fafhion  refiding  in  any  part  of  this  coun- 
try ; the  former  hate  of  which,  com- 
pared with  the  prefent,  certainly  makes  the 
moll  Unking  contrail  imaginable,  Yeller- 
day  we  rode  over  the  greatell  part  of  it  a 
{hooting  porcupines,  a new  fpecies  of  di- 
verfion,  which  I had  never  heard  of  before. 
We  killed  feveral  of  thefe  animals  on  the 
1 1 ' Mopte 
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Monte  Barbaro,  the  place  that  formerly 
produced  the  Falernian  wine,  blit  now  a 
barren  wafte.  I don’t  know  if  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  this  kind  of  fport.  To  me, 
I own,  its  novelty  was  its  greateft  merit  ; 
and  I would  not  at  any  time  give  a day  of 
partridge  for  a month  of  porcupine  fhoot- 
ing.  Neither  indeed  is  the  flefti  of  thefe 
animals  the  moft  delicious  in  the  world, 
though  to-day  moft  of  us  have  dined  upon 
it.  It  is  extremely  lufeious,  and  foon  palls 
upon  the  appetite. 

l 1 • 

We  are  now  going  to  lay  in  our  fea-ftore, 
as  there  is  fome  probability  that  we  fhall 
fail  in  a day  or  two. — Farewell — you  fhall 
hear  from  me  again  at  Meflina,  if  we  are 
not  fwallowed  up  by  Charybdis. 
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LETTER  II. 

On  board  the  Charming  Molly,  off  the 
Ifland  of  Capre,  May  15. 

W E have  now  begun  our  expedition 
with  every  aufpicious  omen.  This 
morning  the  melancholy  firocc  left  us ; 
and  in  place  of  it  we  have  gotten  a fine  brifk 
tramontane  (or  North  wind)  which  in  a 
few  hours  blew  away  all  our  vapours,  and 
made  us  wonder  how  much  the  happinefs 
of  mankind  depends  on  a blaft  of  wind. 
After  eating  a hearty  dinner  with  many  of 
our  friends  at  Mr.  Walter’s,  and  drinking 
plentifully  of  his  excellent  burgundy,  we 
took  leave  in  the  higheft  fpirits.  Had  the 
firocc  blown  as  yefterday,  we  fhould  pro-  ‘ 
bably  have  been  in  tears ; and  not  one  of 
us  would  have  fufpe&ed  that  we  were 
crying,  only  becaufe  the  wind  was  in  the 
Vol.  I,  C fouth. 
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fouth.  We  are  not  apt  to  fuppofe  it ; bur 
probably  a great  part  of  our  pleafures  and 
pains  depend  upon  fuch  trivial  caufes, 
though  always  afcribed  to  fomething  elfe ; 
few  people  being  willing  to  own  themfelves 
like  a weathercock,  affedtcd  by  every  blafL 
Indeed  we  fhould  have  naturally  imputed  it 
to  the  grief  of  parting  with  that  excellent 
family  whom  you  know  fo  well ; which 
no  perfon  could  ever  leave  without  regret, 

i 

or  fee  without  pleafure;  but  the  agreeable 
profpeft  of  foon  meeting  again  (probably 
better  qualified  to  amufe  and  entertain 
them)  abforbed  ail  melancholy  thoughts-; 
and  even  added  to  that  alacrity,  which 
the  delightful  tour  before  us  had  already 
infpired. 

We  failed  at  five ; and  after  firing  our 
farewel  fignals  to  our  friends  on  fhore, 
(whom  we  difeovered  with  our  glafles  at 
fome  miles  diftance)  we  foon  found  our- 
felves  in  the  middle  of  the  bay  of  Naples, 
io  furrounded 
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Unrounded  by  the  mod  beautiful  fcenery 
in  the  world.  It  fell  calm  for  an  hour,  on 
purpofe  to  give  us  time  to  contemplate  all 
its  beauties. 

The  bay  is  of  a circular  figure ; in  moft 
places  upwards  of  20  miles  in  diameter; 
fo  that  including  all  its  breaks  and  inequa- 
lities, the  circumference  is  confiderably 
more  than  60  miles.  The  whole  of  this 
fpace  is  fo  wonderfully  diverfified,  by  all 
the  riches  both  of  art  and  nature,  that 
there  is  fcarce  an  object  wanting  to  render 
the  fcene  complete;  and  it* is  hard  to  fay, 
whether  the  view  is  more  pleafing  from , 
the  Angularity  of  many  of  thefe  objects, 
or  from  the  incredible  variety  of  the  whole. 
You  fee  an  amazing  mixture  of  the  ancient 
and  modern  ; fome  rifing  to  fame,  and 
fome  finking  to  ruin.  Palaces  reared  over 
the  tops  of  other  palaces,  and  ancient  mag- 
nificence  trampled  under  foot — by  modem 
folly.— Mountains  and  iflands,  that  were 
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celebrated  for  their  fertility,  clmnged  into 
barren  waftes,  and  barren  waftes  into  fer- 
tile fields  and  rich  vineyards.  Mountains, 
funk  into  plains,  and  plains  fwelled  into 
mountains.  Lakes  drunk  up  by  volcanos, 
and  extinguifhed  volcanos  turned  into  lakes. 
The  earth  ftill  imoking  in  many  places ; 
and  in  others  throwing  out  flame. — In 
fhort,  Nature  feems  to  have  formed  this  coaft 
in  her  moft  capricious  mood ; for  every 
objedt  is  a lufus  natures.  She  never  feems 
to  have  gone  ferioufly  to  work ; but  to 
have  devoted  this  fpot  to  the  mofl  unlimit- 
ed indulgence  of  caprice  and  frolic. 

The  bay  is  fhiit  out  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean by  the  ifland  of  Capre,  fo  famous 

- « 

for  the  abode  of  Auguftus ; and  afterwards 
fo  infamous  for  that  of  Tiberius.  A little 
to  the  weft  lie  thofe  of  Ifchia,  Procida, 
and  Nifida ; the  celebrated  promontory  of 
Micaenum,  where  iEneas  landed ; the  claf- 
fic  fields  of  Baia,  Cuma,  and  Puzzoli ; 

with 
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with  all  the  variety  of  fcenery  that  formed 
both  the  Tartarus  and  Elyfium  of  the 

1 

ancients ; the  Campi  Phlegrei,  or  burning 
plains  where  Jupiter  overcame  the  giants; 
the  Monte  Novo,  formed  of  late  years  by 
fire  ; the  Monte  Barbaro  ; the  pi&urefque 
city  of  Puzzoli,  with  the  Solfaterra  fmok- 
ing  above  it ; the  beautiful  promontory  of 
Paufillippe,  exhibiting  the  fineft  fcenery 
that  can  be  imagined ; the  great  and  opu- 
lent city  of  Naples,  with  its  three  caftles, 
its  harbour  full  of  fhips  from  every  nation, 
its  palaces,  churches,  and  convents  innu- 
merable. The  rich  country  from  thence 
to  Portici,  covered  with  noble  houfes  and 
gardens,  and  appearing  only  a continuation 
of  the  city.  The  palace  of  the  king,  with 
many  others  furrounding  it,  all  built  over 
the  roofs  of  thofe  of  Herculaneum,  buried 
near  a hundred  feet,  by  the  eruptions  of 
Vefuvius.  The  black  fields  of  lava  that 
have  run  from  that  mountain,  intermixed 
with  gardens,  vineyards,  and  orchards. 
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Vefuvius  itfelf,  in  the  back  ground  of  the 
fcene,  difcharging  volumes  of  fire  and 
fmoke,  and  forming  a broad  track  in  the 
air  over  our  heads,  extending  without 
being  broken  or  difiipated  to  the  utmoft 
verge  of  the  horizon.  A variety  of  beau- 
tiful towns  and  villages,  round  the  bafe  of 
the  mountain,  though tlefs  of  the  impend- 
ing ruin  that  daily  threatens  them.  Some 
of  thefe  are  reared  over  the  very  roofs  of 
Pompcia  and  Stabia,  where  Pliny  perifhed  ; 
and  with  their  foundations  have  pierced 
through  the  facred  abodes  of  the  ancient 
Romans ; thoufands  of  whom  lie  buried 
here,  the  victims  of  this  inexorable  moun- 
tain. Next  follows  the  extenfive  and 
romantic  coaft  of  Caftello  Marc,  Sorren- 
tum,  and  Mola ; diverfified  with  every 
pidturefque  object  in  nature.  It  was  the 
ftudy  of  this  wild  and  beautiful  country 
that  formed  our  greateft  landfcape-painters. 
This  was  the  fchool  of  Pouffin  and  Salvator 
Rofa,  but  more  particularly  of  the  laft, 

who 
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who  compofed  many  of  his  moft  celebrated 
pieces  from  the  bold  craggy  rocks  that 
furround  this  coafc ; and  no  doubt  it  was 
from  the  daily  contemplation  of  thefe  ro- 
mantic objeds,  that  they  ftored  their  minds 
with  that  variety  of  ideas  they  have  com- 
municated to  the  world  with  fuch  elegance 
in  their  works. 

Now,  fhould  I tell  you  that  this  exten- 
five  coaft,  this  prodigious  variety  of  moun- 
tains, vallies,  promontories  and  iflands, 
covered  with  an  everlafting  verdure,  and 
loaded  with  the  richeft  fruits,  is  all  the 
produce  of  fubterraneous  fire ; it  would 
require,  I am  afraid,  too  great  a ftretch  of 
faith  to  believe  me ; yet  the  fad  is  certain, 
and  can  only  be  doubted  by  thofe  who  have 
wanted  time  or  curiofity  to  examine  it. 
It  is  ftrange,  you  will  fay,  that  Nature 
fhould  make  ufe  of  the  fame  agent  to 
create  as  to  deftroy ; and  that  what  has 
only  been  looked  upon  as  the  confumer  of 
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countries,  is  in  fadt  the  very  power  that 
produces  them.  Indeed,  this  part  of  our 
earth  feems  already  to  have  undergone  the 
fentence  pronounced  upon  the  whole  of  it ; 
but,  like  the  phoenix,  has  rifen  again 
from  its  own  afhes,  in  much  greater  beauty 
and  fplendour  than  before  it  was  confumed. 
The  traces  of  thefe  dreadful  conflagrations 
are  ftill  confpicuous  in  every  corner  ; they 
have  been  violent  in  their  operations,  but 
in  the  end  have  proved  falutary  in  their 
cffcdts.  The  fire  in  many  places  is  not 
yet  extinguifhed,  but  Vefuvius  is  now  the 

only  fpot  where  it  rages  with  any  degree 

* « 

of  activity. 


Mr.  Hamilton,  our  minifter  here,  who 
is  no  lefs  diftinguifhed  in  the  learned,  than 
in  the  polite  world,  has  lately  examined 
It  with  a truly  philofophic  eye,  and  this  is 
the  refult  of  ail  his  obfervations ; however, 
at  prefent,  I only  fit  down  to  give  you  an 

account  of  the  profpedt  of  this  fingulat 

country. 
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country,  and  not  to  write  its  natural  hiftory ; 
which  would  lead  me  into  too  vaft  a field ; 
I fhall  referve  that  curious  fubjeft  till  our 
return,  when  I fhall  have  more  leifure  to 
make  you  acquainted  with  it. — I beg  there- 
fore you  would  at  leaf!  fufpend  your  judg- 
ment for  the  prefent,  and  do  not  condemn 
me  before  I am  heard. 

After  contemplating  this  delightful  pro- 
fpe£t,  till  fun-fet,  the  wind  fprung  up  again, 
and  we  have  now  almoft  reached  Capre, 
30  miles  diftant  from  Naples.  We  have 
juft  fpoken  with  an  Englifh  fhip.  They  tell 
us,  that  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  Lord 
Fortrofe,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  obferving  the 
calm,  took  a boat  to  make  us  a vifit ; but 
unfortunately  miftaking  their  veflfel  for 
ours,  we  have  had  the  mortification  to 
mifs  them. 

The  night  is  very  dark ; and  Mount 
Yefavius  is  flaming  at  a dreadful  rate : we 


can 
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can  obferve  the  red-hot  {tones  thrown  to  a 
vaft  height  in  the  air  ; and,  after  their  fall, 
rolling  down  the  fide  of  the  mountain. 
Our  ihip  is  going  fo  finooth,  that  we  are 
fcarce  fenfible  of  the  motion  ; and  if  this 
wind  continue,  before  to-morrow  night  we 
{hall  be  in  fight  of  Sicily.  Adieu.  The 
captain  is  making  a bowl  of  grog,  and 
promifing  us  a happy  voyage. 

$ 

i 

1 6th.  All  wrong — Sick  to  death — Ex- 
ecrable firocc  wind,  and  direftly  contrary 
— Vile  heaving  waves — A plague  of  all  fca 
voyages — That  author  was  furely  right, 
who  faid,  that  land  voyages  * were  much 
\o  be  preferred. 

17th  in  the  morning.  For  thefe  24 
hours  paft  we  have  been  groaning  to  one 
another  from  our  beds ; execrating  the 
waves,  and  wifhing  that  we  had  rather 
been  at  the  mercy  of  all  the  banditti  of 

i 

* See  Tour  to  the  Enjl. 

Calabria. 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  27 

Calabria.  We  are  now  beginning  to  change 
our  tune.  The  firocc  is  gone,  and  the 
wind  is  confiderably  fallen ; however,  we 
are  (till  three  woeful  figures.  Our  fervants 
too  are  as  fick  and  as  helplefs  as  we.  The 
captain  fays,  that  Philip,  our  Sicilian  man, 
was  frightened  out  of  his  wits ; and  has 
been  praying  to  St.  Januarius  with  all  his 
might.  He  now  thinks  he  has  heard  him, 
and  imputes  the  change  of  the  weather  en- 
tirely to  his  intereft  with  his  faint. 

17th.  Three  o’clock.  Weather  pleafant 
and  favourable. — A fine  breeze  fince  ten ; 
— have  juft  come  in  fight  of  Strombolo. 
Our  pilot  fays  it  is  near  20  leagues  off. 
We  have  like  wife  a view  of  the  mountains 
of  Calabria,  but  at  a very  great  diftance.  Ship 
ileady  ; and  fea-ficknefs  almoft  gone. 

Eleven  at  night.  The  weather  is,  now 
fine,  and  we  are  all  well.  After  fpying 
Sjxombolo,  by  degrees  we  came  in  fight  of 

the 
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the  reft  of  the  Lipari  iflands,  and  part  of 
the  coaft  of  Sicily.  Thefe  iflands  are  very 
pifturefque,  and  feveral  of  them  ftill  emit 
fmoke,  particularly  Volcano,  and  Volcanel- 
lo ; but  none  of  them,  for  fome  ages  paft, 
except  Strombolo,  have  made  any  erup- 
tions of  fire.  We  are  juft  now  lying  with- 
in about  three  miles  of  that  curious  ifland, 
and  can  fee  its  operations  diftindtly.  It 
appears  to  be  a volcano  of  a very  different 
nature  from  Vefuvius,  the  explofions  of 
which  fucceed  one  another  with  fome  de-  . 
gree  of  regularity,  and  have  no  great  va- 
riety of  duration.  Now  I have  been  ob«? 
ferving  Strombolo,  ever  fince  it  fell  dark, 
with  a good  deal  of  pleafure,  but  not  with- 
out fome  degree  of  perplexity,  as  I cannot 
account  for  its  variety.  Sometimes  its  ex- 
plofions refemble  thole  of  Vefuvius,  and 
the  light  feems  only  to  be  occafioned  by 
the  quantity  of  fiery  ftones  thrown  into  the 
air  ; and  as  foon  as  thefe  have  fallen  down, 

it  appears  to  be  extinguifhed,  till  another 

explofiou 
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explofion  caufes  a frefh  illumination : this 
I have  obferved  always  to  be  the  cafe  with 
Vefuvius;  except  when  the  lava  has  riferx 
to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  and  con- 

1 

tinued  without  variety  to  illuminate  the 

air  round  it.— The  light  from  Strombolo 

• 

evidently  depends  on  fome  other  caufe. 
.Sometimes  a clear  red  flame  ifliies  from  the 
crater  of  the  mountain,  and  continues  to 
blaze  without  interruption,  for  near  the 
Ipace  of  half  an  hour.  The  fire  is  of  a 
different  colour  from  the  explofions  of 
ftones,  and  is  evidently  produced  from  a 
different  caufe.  It  wrould  feem  as  if  fome  in- 
flammable fubftance  were  fuddenly  kindled 
up  in  the  bowels  of  the  mountain.  It 
is  attended  with  no  noife,  nor  explofion 
that  we  are  fenfible  of.  It  has  now  fallen 
calm,  and  we  fhall  probably  have  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  this  volcano  more 
minutely  to-morrow.*  We  are  told  at 
Naples  that  it  had  lately  made  a violent 
eruption,  and  had  begun  to  form  a new 

ifland 
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ifland  at  fome  little  diftance  from  the  old ; 
which  piece  of  intelligence  was  one  of  our 
great  inducements  to  this  expedition.  We 
think  we  have  difcovered  this  ifland,  as  we 
have  obferved  feveral  times  the  appearance 
of  a fmall  flame  rifing  out  of  the  fea, 
a little  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Strombolo ; 
and  fuppofe  it  mull  have  ifliied  from  this 
new  ifland  ; but  it  is  poflible  this  light  may 
come  from  the  lower  part  of  the  ifland  of 
Strombolo  itfclf.  We  fliall  fee  to-morrow. 

1 8th.  We  are  flill  off*  Strombolo,  but 

t 

unfortunately  at  prefent  it  intercepts  the 
view  of  that  fpot  from  whence  we  ob- 
ferved the  flame  to  arife,  and  we  can  fee 
no  appearance  of  any  new  ifland,  nor  in- 
deed of  any  lava  that  has  of  late  fprung 
from  the  old  one.  We  have  a diftindl 
view  of  the  crater  of  Strombolo,  which 
feems  to  be  different  from  Vefuvius,  and 

all  the  old  volcanos  that  furround  Naples. 

\ 

Of  thefe,  the  craters  are  without  excep- 
tion 
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don  in  the  center,  and  form  the  higheft 
part  of  the  mountain.  That  of  Strombolo 
is  on  its  fide,  and  not  within  200  yards  of 
its  fummit.  From  the  crater  to  the  fea, 
the  ifland  is  entirely  compofed  of  the  fame 
fort  of  afhes  and  burnt  matter  as  the  co- 
nical part  of  Yefuvius ; and  the  quantity 
of  this  matter  is  perpetually  increafing, 
from  the  uninterrupted  difcharge  from 
the  mountain ; for  of  all  the  volcanos  we 
read  of,  Strombolo  feems  to  be  the  only 
one  that  burns  without  ceafing.  iEtna 
and  Vefuvius  often  lie  quiet  for  many 
months,  even  years,  without  the  lead  ap- 
pearance of  fire,  but  Strombolo  is  ever  at 
work,  and  for  ages  pad  has  been  looked 
upon  as  the  great  light-houfe  of  thefe 
feas. 

It  is  truly  wonderful,  how  fuch  a con- 
dant  and  immenfe  fire  is  maintained  for 
thoufands  of  years,  in  the  midd  of  the 
ocean  ! That  of  the  other  Lipari  ifiands 

feems 
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feems  now  almoft  extind:,  and  the  force 
of  the  whole  to  be  concentered  in  Strom- 
bolo,  which  adts  as  one  great  vent  to 
them  all.  We  hill  obferve  Volcano  and 
Volcanello  throwing  out  volumes  of  fmoke, 
but  during  the  whole  night  we  could  not 
perceive  the  lead  fpark  of  fire  from  either 
of  them. 

It  is  probable,  that  Strombolo,  as  well 

as  all  the  reft  of  thefe  iflands,  is  originally 

• 

the  work  of  fubterraneous  fire.  The  mat- 
ter of  which  they  are  compofed,  in  a man- 
ner demonftrates  this ; and  many  of  the 
Sicilian  authors  confirm  it.  There  are  now 
eleven  of  them  in  all ; and  none  of  the  an- 
cients mention  more  than  feven.  Fazzello, 
one  of  the  beft  Sicilian  authors,  gives  an 
account  of  the  produdtion  of  Volcano,  now 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  thefe 
ifiands.  He  fays  it  happened  in  the  early 
time  of  the  republic,  and  is  recorded  by 
EufebiuSj  Pliny,  and  others.  He  adds,  that 


even 
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£ven  in  his  time^  in  the  beginning  of  the 
i 6th  century,  it  ftill  difcharged  quantities 
of  fire  and  of  pumice  ftones ; but  that 
in  the  preceding  century,  in  the  year  1444, 
on  the  5th  of  February,  there  had  been 
a very  great  eruption  of  this  ifland,  which 
fhook  all  Sicily,  and  alarmed  the  coaft  of 
Italy  as  far  as  Naples.  He  fays  the  fea 
boiled  all  around  the  ifland,  and  rocks  of  a 
vaft  fize  were  difcharged  from  the  crater ; 
that  fire  and  fmoke  in  many  places  pierced 
through  the  waves,  and  that  the  navi- 
gation amongft  thefe  iflands  was  totally 
changed ; rocks  appearing  where  it  was 
formerly  deep  water;  and  many  of  the 
ftraits  and  flrallows  were  entirely  filled  up. 
He  obferves,  that  Ariflotle,  in  his  book 
on  meteors,  takes  notice  of  a very  early 
eruption  of  this  ifland,  by  which  not  only 
the  coaft  of  Sicily,  but  likewife  many  cities 
in  Italy  were  covered  with  afhes.  It  has 
probably  been  that  very  eruption  which 

formed  the  ifland.  He  defcribes  Strombolo 
Vol.  I.  D 


to 
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to  have  been  in  his  time,  pretty  much  the 
fame  as  at  this  day ; only  that  it  then  pro- 
duced a great  quantity  of  cotton,  which  is 
not  now  the  cafe.  The  greateft  part  of 
it  appears  to  be  barren.  On  the  north 
fide  there  are  a few  vineyards;  but  they 
are  very  meagre : oppofite  to  thefe,  there 
is  a rock  at  fome  diftance  from  land ; it 
feems  to  be  entirely  of  lava,  and  is  not  lefs 
than  50  or  60  feet  above  the  water. 

The  whole  iiland  of  Strombolo  is  a 

mountain  that  rifes  fuddenly  from  the  fea ; 

# 

it  is  about  ten  miles  round,  and  is  not  of 
the  exa£t  conical  form,  fuppofed  common 
to  all  volcanos.  We  were  determined  to 

% 

have  landed  on  the  iiland,  and  to  have  at- 
tempted to  examine  the  volcano ; but  our 
Sicilian  pilot  allures  us,  that  the  crater  is 
not  only  inaccelfible  (which  indeed  I own 
it  appears  to  be),  but  that  we  fhall  likewife 
be  obliged  to  perform  a quarantine  of  48 
hours  at  Meflina;  and  that  befides,  we 

fhould 
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fhould  run  a great  rifk  of  being  attacked 
by  the  natives,  who  are  little  better  than 
favages,  and  always  on  the  alarm  again!! 
the  Turks. — On  weighing  thefe  reafons, 
and  putting  the  queftion,  it  was  carried, 
To  proceed  on  our  voyage. 

I own  it  is  with  much  regret  that  I 
leave  this  curious  ifland,  without  being 
better  acquainted  with  it.  I have  been 
looking  with  a good  glafs  all  round,  but 
can  fee  no  marks  of  the  eruption  we  heard 
fo  much  of  at  Naples ; indeed,  the  fouth- 
well:  part,  where  we  faw  the  appearance  of 
fire,  is  ftill  hid  from  us  by  the  interpo- 
fition  of  the  ifland ; and  if  there  has  been 
an  eruption,  it  was  certainly  on  that  fide : 
it  is  probable  we  fihall  never  be  able  to 
learn  whether  there  has  been  one  or  not ; 
or,  at  leaft,  to  make  ourfelves  mailers  of 
any  of  the  particulars  relating  to  it;  for 
events  of  that  kind  do  not  make  fuch  a 

D 2 noife 
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nolle  In  this  ignorant  and  indolent  coun- 
try, as  the  blowing  of  an  aloe,  or  a goofe- 
berry  bufh  at  Chriftmas,  does  in  England. 
Strombolo  rifes  to  a great  height ; our 
pilot  fays,  higher  than  Vefuvius;  but  I 
think  he  is  miftaken.  Both  the  captain 
and  he  agree,  that  in  clear  weather  it  is 
difcoverable  at  the  diftance  of  25  leagues ; 
and  that  at  night  its  flames  are  to  be  feen 
dill  much  farther ; fo  that  its  vifible  hori- 
zon cannot  be  lefs  than  500  miles,  which 
will  require  a very  confiderable  elevation. 

The  revenue  thefe  iflands  bring  to  the 
King  of  Naples  is  by  no  means  incon- 
fiderable.  They  produce  great  quantities 

of  alum,  fulphur,  nitre,  cinnabar,  and 

' 

mod  forts  of  fruits,  particularly  raifins, 
currants,  and  figs,  in  great  perfection ; 
fome  of  their  wines  are  likewdfe  much 
efteemed  ; particularly  the  Malvafia,  well 
known  all  over  Europe. 


The 
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The  ifland  of  Lipari  (from  which  all 
the  reft  take  the  name)  is  by  much  the 
Iargeft,  as  well  as  the  moft  fertile.  By 
the  defcription  of  Ariftotle,  it  appears  that 
it  was  in  his  time,  what  Strombolo  is 
in  ours,  confidered  by  failors  as  a light— 
houfe,  as  its  fires  were  never  extinguished. 
It  has  not  Suffered  from  Subterraneous 
fires  for  many  ages  paft,  though  it  every 
where  bears  the  marks  of  its  former 
ftate.  This  is  the  ifland  fuppofed  by  Vir- 
gil (who  is  one  of  our  travelling  compa- 
nions) to  be  the  habitation  of  iEolus ; but 
indeed  all  of  them  were  formerly  called 
iEolian.  As  they  were  full  of  vaft  ca- 
verns, roaring  with  internal  fires,  the  poets 
feigned  that  JEolus  kept  the  winds  pri- 
soners here,  and  let  them  out  at  his  plea- 
fure.  This  allegorical  fiflion  is  of  great 
ufe  both  to  Virgil  and  Homer,  when  they 
want  to  make  a ftorm,  and  forms  no  in- 
confiderable  part  of  their  machinery.  A 
goddefs  has  nothing  to  do  „but  take  a 

D 3 flight 
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flight  to  the  Lipari  iflands,  and  iEolus,  who, 
was  the  very  pink  of  courtefy,  has  always 
a florin  r^ady  at  her  command. 

Homer,  indeed,  departing  fadly  from 
his  ufual  dignity,  fuppofes  that  iEolus 
kept  the  winds  here,  each  tied  up  in  their 
refpedlive  bags ; and  when  any  particular 
wind  was  demanded,  he  made  them  a pre- 
fent  of  a bag  full  of  it,  to  ufe  at  difcretion. 
Some  of  the  ancient  hiftorians  (Diodorus, 
I think)  fays  that  this  fable  took  its  rife 
from  a wife  king  named  iEolus ; who,  from 
oblerving  the  fmoke  of  theie  burning 
iflands,  and  other  phenomena  attending 
them,  had  learned  to  foretel  the  weather ; 
and  from  thence  was  faid  to  have  the  com- 
mand of  the  winds. 

The  forge  of  Vulcan  too  has  been  fup- 
pofed  by  the  poets  to  be  placed  in  Hiera, 
one  of  thefe  iflands.  Virgil  fends  him 
here,  to  make  the  celellial  armour  for 

iEneas, 
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iEneas,  and  gives  a noble  defcription  of 
this  gloomy  habitation  where  he  found 
the  Cyclops  bufy  forging  a thunderbolt  for 
Jupiter ; the  account  of  which  is  very  An- 
gular *j\  This  ifland  is  now  called  Vol- 
cano, the  fame  that  is  recorded  to  have 
been  produced  by  fire  in  the  time  of  the 
Republic.  So  that  Virgil  commits  here  a 
very  great  anachronifm,  in  fending  Vul- 
can to  a place  which  at  that  time  did  not 
exift,  nor  for  many  ages  after.  But  this 

bold  poetical  licence  he  amply  repays  us 

. * « 

* Amid  the  Hefperian  and  Sicilian  flood  | 

All  black  with  (moke,  a rocky  ifland  {food,  i 
The  dark  Vulcanian  land,  the  region  of  the  god.  J 
Here  the  grim  Cyclops  ply,  in  vaults  profound, 

The  huge  iEolian  forge  that  thunders  round. 

Th’  eternal  anvils  ring  the  dungeon  o’er; 

From  fide  to  fide  the  fiery  caverns  roar.  See. 

f Beneath  their  hands,  tremendous  to  furvey  ! 

Half  rough,  half  form’d,  the  dreadful  engine  lay. 
Three  points  of  rain;  three  forks  of  hail  confpire; 
Three  arm’d  with  wind,  and  three  were  barb’d  with  fire. 
The  mafs  they  temper’d  thick  with  livid  rays. 

Fear,  wrath,  and  terror,  and  the  lightning’s  blaze. 

Pitt* 

V X 
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for,  by  the  fine  defcription  he  gives  of  it* 
Thefe  iflands,  he  fays,  were  called  Vol- 
canian  as  well  as  iEolian : 

cc  Volcani  domus,  et  Volcania  nomine  tellus.” 

So  that  the  change  of  the  name  from 
Hiera  to  Volcano  was  a very  natural  one. 
This  is  the  ifland  that  Pliny  calls  Terafia; 
and  both  Strabo  and  he  gave  an  account  of 
its  production. 

i 

19th.  Found  ourfelves  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  which  is  low, 
but  finely  variegated.  The  oppofite  coaft 
of  Calabria  is  very  high,  and  the  moun- 
tains are  covered  with  the  fineft  verdure. 
It  was  almoft  a dead  calm,  our  fhip  fcarce 
moving  half  a mile  in  an  hour,  fo  that  we 
had  time  to  get  a complete  view  of  the 
famous  rock  of  Scylla,  on  the  Calabrian 
fide,  Cape  Pylorus  on  the  Sicilian,  and 
the  celebrated  Straits  of  the  Faro  that  runs 
between  them.  Whilft  we  were  ftill  fome 

miles 
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miles  diftant  from  the  entry  of  the  Straits, 
we  heard  the  roaring  of  the  current,  like 
the  noife  of  fome  large  impetuous  river 
confined  between  narrow  banks.  This  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  we  advanced,  till 
we  faw  the  water  in  many  places  raifed  to 
a confiderable  height,  and  forming  large 
eddies  or  whirlpools.  The  fea  in  every 
other  place  was  as  fmooth  as  glafs.  Our 
old  pilot  told  us,  that  he  had  often  feen 
fhips  caught  in*  thele  eddies,  and  whirled 
about  with  great  rapidity,  without  obeying 
the  helm  in  the  fmallefl  degree.  When 
the  weather  is  calm,  there  is  little  danger ; 
but  when  the  waves  meet  with  this  violent 
current,  it  makes  a dreadful  fea.  He  fays, 
there  were  five  fhips  wrecked  in  this  fpot 
laft  winter.  We  obferved  that  the  current 
fet  exactly  for  the  rock  of  Scylla,  and 
would  infallibly  have  carried  any  thing 
thrown  into  it  againfl  that  point ; fo  that 
it  was  not  without  reafon  the  ancients  have 
painted  it  as  an  objed:  of  fuch  terror.  It 
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is  about  a mile  from  the  entry  of  the  Faro, 
and  forms  a fmall  promontory,  which  runs 
a little  out  to  fea,  and  meets  the  whole 
force  of  the  waters,  as  they  come  out  of 
the  narrowed  part  of  the  Straits.  The 
head  of  this  promontory  is  the  famous  . 
Scylla.  It  mud  be  owned  that  it  does 
not  altogether  come  up  to  the  formidable 
defcription  that  Homer  gives  of  it ; the 
reading  of  which  (like  that  of  Shake- 
fpeare’s  Cliff)  almod  makes  one’s  head 
giddy.  Neither  is  the  paffage  fo  wondrous 
narrow  and  difficult  as  he  makes  it.  In- 
deed it  is  probable  that  the  breadth  of  it  is 
greatly  increafed  fince  his  time,  by  the 
violent  impetuofity  of  the  current.  And 
this  violence  too  mud  have  always  dimi- 
niffied,  in  proportion  as  the  breadth  of  the 
channel  increafed. 

/ 

Our  pilot  fays,  there  are  many  fmall 
rocks  that  ffiew  their  heads  near  the  bafe 
of  the  large  ones.  Thefe  are  probably  the 

dogs 
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dogs  tli£t  are  defcribed  as  howling  round 
the  monfter  Scylla.  There  are  likewife 
many  caverns  that  add  greatly  to  the  noife 
of  the  water,  and  tend  ftill  to  increafe  the 
horror  of  the  fcene.  The  rock  is  near  200 
feet  high.  There  is  a kind  of  caftle  or 
fort  built  on  its  fummit ; and  the  town  of 
Scylla,  or  Sciglio,  containing  three  or  four 
hundred  inhabitants,  hands  on  its  fouth 
fide,  and  gives  the  title  of  prince  to  a 
Calabrefe  family. 

f 

As  the  current  was  dire&ly  againft  us, 
we  were  obliged  to  lie  to,  for  fome  hours, 
till  it  turned.  The  motion  of  the  water 
ceafed  for  fome  time,  but  in  a few  minutes 
it  began  in  the  oppolite  direction,  though 
not  with  fuch  violence.  We  lay  juft  op- 
pofite  to  Cape  Pylorus  (where  the  light— 
houfe  is  now  built).  It  is  faid  to  have  been 
thus  named  by  Hannibal,  in  recompenfe 
to  Pelorus,  his  pilot,  for  having  put  him  to 
death  on  this  fpot,  on  a falfe  fufpicion  of 
•:>  • his 


44  A TOUR  THROUGH 


his  wanting  to  betray  him  : for  feeing 
himfelf  land-locked  on  all  fides,  he  thought 
there  was  no  efcaping,  and  that  Pelorus 
had  been  bribed  to  deliver  him  up  ; but 
as  foon  as  he  difcovered  the  Straits,  he  re- 
pented of  his  rafhnefs,  and  fome  years 
afterwards  ereded  a ftatue  here,  in  atone- 
ment to  the  manes  of  Pelorus.  Pom- 
poni'us  Mela  tells  this  Rory;  from  whence 
he  draws  two  very  wife  inferences : That 
Hannibal  mull  have  been  extremely  paf- 
fionate;  and  that  he  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  geography.  Others  deny  this  autho- 
rity, and  fay  it  was  named  Pelorus  from 
Ulyffes’s  pilot,  who  was  drowned  near  to 
this  place ; but  there  can  be  no  fort  of 
foundation  for  this  conjedure;  for  Ulyffes’ 
whole  crew  were  drowned  at  the  fame 
time,  and  he  himfelf  was  driven  through 
thefe  Straits,  mounted  on  the  broken  mail 
of  his  fhip.  It  is  like  moll  difputes  amongft 
antiquaries,  a matter  of  mighty  little  con- 

rv 

fequence  \ and  I leave  you  at  full  liberty 
6 to 
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to  choofe  which  of  the  two  accounts  you 

From  hence  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  a pretty  large  portion  of  Calabria, 
which  formerly  conftituted  a confiderable 
part  of  that  celebrated  country,  known  by 
the  name  of  Great  Greece,  and  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  moll  fertile  in  the  em- 
pire. Thefe  beautiful  hills  and  mountains 
are  covered  with  trees  and  brufhwood  to 
the  very  fummit  ; and  appear  pretty  much 
in  the  fame  date  as  fome  of  the  wilds  of 
America  that  are  juA  beginning  to  be  cul- 
tivated. Some  little  fpots  where  the  woods 
are  cleared  away,  juft  ferve  to  {hew  the 
natural  fertility  of  the  foil ; and  what  this 
country  might  foon  be  brought  to,  were 
induftry  and  population  encouraged  ; but 
it  ftill  remains  a good  deal  in  the  fame 
fituation  as  when  the  barbarous  nations 
left  it ; and  I believe  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whe- 
ther their  tyranny  or  that  of  Spain  has 

been 


46  A TOUR  THROUGH 


been  the  moil  oppreffive.  After  the  mva*- 
fion  of  thofe  nations,  and  during  the  time 
of  the  dark  and  barbarous  ages,  this  coun- 
try (like  many  others),  from  the  higheft 
hate  of  culture  and  civilization,  became  a 
wild  and  barren  wildernefs,  overgrown 
with  thickets  andforefts;  and  indeed,  fmce 

i 

the  revival  of  arts  and  agriculture,  perhaps 
of  all  Europe  this  is  the  country  that  has 
profited  the  leaft ; retaining  (till,  both  in  the 
wildnefs  of  its  fields  and  ferocity  of  its  in- 
habitants, more  of  the  Gothic  barbarity 
than  is  to  be  met  with  any  where  elfe. 
Some  of  thefe  forefts  are  of  a vaft  extent 
and  abfolutely  impenetrable  ; and  no  doubt 
conceal  in  their  thickets  many  valuable  mo- 
numents of  its  ancient  magnificence.  Of 
this  indeed  we  have  a very  recent  proof  in 
the  difcovery  of  Peftum,  a Grecian  city, 
that  had  not  been  heard  of  for  many  ages; 
till  of  late  fome  of  its  lofty  temples  were 
feen,  peeping  over  the  tops  of  the  woods ; 
upbraiding  mankind  for  their  fhameful  ne- 

» gletf: ; 
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gle£t ; and  calling  upon  them  to  bring  it 
once  more  to  light.  Accordingly  curiofity, 
and  the  hopes  of  gain,  a ftill  more  power- 
ful motive,  foon  opened  a paffage,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  view  thefe  valuable  and  refpectable 
relics. — But  here  it  would  be  out  of  place 
to  give  you  an  account  of  them ; I fhall 
referve  that  till  my  return. 

As  foon  as  our  fhip  entered  the  current 
we  were  carried  along  with  great  velocity 
towards  Medina,  which  is  twelve  miles 
fromy  the  entry  of  the  Straits.  However, 
as  the  paffage  widens  in  proportion  as  you 
advance,  the  current  of  confequence  be- 
comes lefs  rapid.  At  Medina  it  is  four 
miles  broad.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Straits, 
betwixt  the  promontories  of  Pelorus  in  Si- 
cily, and  the  Coda  de  Volpe  (or  the  Fox’s 
Tail)  in  Calabria,  it  appears  fcarcely  to  be 
a mile.  Moll  of  the  ancient  writers  are 
of  opinion  that  Sicily  was  formerly  joined 
to  the  continent  in  this  fpot,  and  that  the 

feparation 
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feparation  muft  have  been  made  by  fome 
violent  convulfion  of  the  earth.  If  this 
is  true,  which  indeed  does  not  appear  im- 
probable, it  muft  have  happened  far  be- 
yond the  reach  of  all  hiftorians,  as  -none 
of  them  at  leaf!  that  I have  feen,  pretend 
any  thing  but  conjedure  for  the  foundation 
of  their  opinion.  Indeed  Claudian  (were 
credit  to  be  given  to  poets)  fays  pofitively, 

<c  Trinacria  quondam  Italic  pars  una  fuit.” 

And  Virgil  too,  in  his  third  Eneid,  tells  the 
fame  ftory  : 

fC  Hasc  Idea  vi  quondam,  et  vafta  convulfa 
“ ruina,  &x.” 

* 

Pliny,  Strabo,  Diodorus,  and  many  others, 

both  hiftorians  and  philofophers,  are  of  the 

# 

fame  fentiments,  and  pretend  that  the  ftrata 
in  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  Strait  perfedly 
correfpond : like  the  white  rocks  near 

Dover  and  Bologne,  which  have  given  rife 
to  an  opinion  of  the  fame  kind.  However, 

the 
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the  fimilarity,  in  that  cafe,  is  much  more 
ftriking  to  the  eye  at  lead  than  in  this. 

The  approach  to  Medina  is  the  fined  that 
can  be  imagined ; it  is  not  fo  grand  as  that 
of  Naples,  but  it  is  much  more  beautiful, 
and  the  key  exceeds  any  thing  I have  ever 
yet  feen  even  in  Holland.  It  is  built  in 

the  form  of  a credent,  and  is  furrounded 

% ^ 

by  a range  of  magnificent  buildings,  four 
dories  high,  and  exactly  uniform,  for  the 
fpace  of  an  Italian  mile.  The  dreet  be- 
twixt thefe  and  the  fea  is  about  an  hundred 

feet  wide,  and  forms  one  of  the  mod  de- 

% • 

lightful  walks  in  the  world.  It  enjoys  the 
freed  air,  and  commands  the  mod  beauti- 
ful profpe£l : it  is  only  expofed  to  the 
morning  fun,  being  fhaded  all  the  red  of 
the  day  by  thefe  buildings.  It  is  befides 
condantly  refrefhed  by  the  cooling  breeze 
from  the  Straits ; for  the  current  of  the 
water  produces  likewife  a current  in  the  air, 
Vo L.  I.  E • that 
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that  renders  this  one  of  the  cooleft  habita- 
tions in  Sicily. 

* 

We  call  anchor  about  four  this  afternoon7 
near  the  center  of  this  enchanted  femi- 
circle,  the  beauty  of  which  greatly  delighted 
us ; but  our  pleafure  was  foon  interrupted 
by  a difcovery  that  the  name  of  one  of  our 
fervants  had  been  omitted  in  our  bills  of 
health ; and  an  afturance  from  the  captain, 
that  if  he  was  difcovered  wTe  fhould  certainly 
be  obliged  to  perform  a long  quarantine. 
Whild  we  were  deliberating  upon  this 
weighty  matter,  we  obferved  a boat  with 
the  people  of  the  health- office  approach- 
ing us.  We  had  juft  time  to  get  him 
wrapped  up  in  a hammock,  and  fhut  down 
below  the  hatches ; with  orders  not  to  ftir 
in  cafe  of  a fearch,  and  not  to  appear  again 
above  deck  till  he  fhould  be  called.  The 
poor  fellow  was  obliged  to  keep  in  his  hole 

till  it  was  dark,  as  our  conful  and  fome 

people 
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people  of  the  health-office  flayed  on  board 
much  longer  than  we, could  have  wifhed, 
and  we  are  {till  obliged  to  conceal  him  ; for 
if  he  be  difcovered,  we  fhall  probably  get 
into  a very  bad  fcrape.  They  are  parti- 
cularly flriT  here  in  this  refpedt : and  in- 
deed they  have  great  reafon  to  be  fo  ; fince 
this  beautiful  city  was  almoft  annihilated 
by  the  plague  in  the  year  1743,  when  up- 
wards of  70,000  people  are  faid  to  have 
died  in  it  and,  its  diftrict  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  months. 

We  have  now  got  on  fhore,  and  are  lodg- 
ed in  the  mofl  wretched  of  inns  ; although 
faid  to  be  a firfl-rate  one  for  Sicily  ; but  we 
are  contented ; for  furely  after  bad  fhip- 
accommodation  and  fea-ficknefs,  any  houfe 
will  appear  a palace,  and  any  bit  of  dry 
land  a paradife. 

I fhall  fend  this  off  by  the  poll,  which 
goes  to-morrow  for  Naples,  and  fhall  con- 

E 2 tinue 
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tinue  from  day  to  day  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  our  tranfa&ions ; trifling  as  they 
are,  there  will  probably  be  fomething  new 
and  it  will  add  greatly  to  the  pleafure  of 
our  expedition,  to  think  that  it  has  contri- 
buted to  your  entertainment.  Adieu. 

Ever  yours,  &c# 


M • 
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LETTER  III. 

^ r 

Meflina,  May  20. 

T HE  harbour  of  Meflina  is  formed  by 
a fmall  promontory  or  neck  of  land 
that  runs  off  from  the  eaft  end  of  the  city, 
and  feparates  that  beautiful  bafon  from  the 
reft  of  the  Straits#  The  drape  of  this  pro- 
montory is.,  that  of  a reaping  hook,  the 
curvature  of  which  forms  the  harbour,  and 
fecures  it  from  all  winds.  From  the  ftrik- 
ing  refemblance  of  its  form,  the  Greeks, 
who  never  gave  a name  that  did  not  either 
defcribe  the  object  or  exprefs  fome  of  its 
moft  remarkable  properties,  called  this 
place  Zancle  or  the  Sickle,  and  feigned 
that  the  fickle  of  Saturn  fell  on  this  fpot, 
and  gave  it  its  form.  But  the  Latins,  who 
were  not  quite  fo  fond  of  fable,  changed 
its  name  to  Meflina  (from  meflis,  a harveft) 

E 3 becaufe 
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becaufe  of  tlie  great  fertility  of  its 
fields.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  fafed 
harbours  in  the  world  after  flips  have 
got  in ; but  it  is  likewife  one  of  the 
mod  difficult  accefs.  The  celebrated  gulph 
or  whirlpool  of  Charybdis  lies  near  to  its 
entry,  and  often  occafions  fuch  an  intedine 
and  irregular  motion  in  the  water,  that 

r - . I •*  t , ’ 

the  helm  lofes  mod  of  its  power,  and  fliips 
have  great  difficulty  to  get  in,  even  with 
the  faired  wind  that  can  blow.  This  whirl- 

r • . 

pool,  I think,  is  probably  formed  by  the 
fmall  promontory  I have  mentioned  ; which 
contracting  the  Straits  in  this  fpot,  mud 
necedarily  increafe  the  velocity  of  the  cur- 
rent ; but  no  doubt  other  caufes,  of  which 
we  are  ignorant,  concur;  for  this  will  by  no 
means  account  for  all  the  appearances 
which  it  has  produced.  The  great  noife 
occafioned  by  the  tumultuous  motion  of  the 
waters  in  this  place,  made  the  ancients 
liken  it  to  a voracious  fea-monder  perpe- 
tually roaring  for  its  prey  ; and  it  has  been 

repre-* 
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reprefented  by  their  authors,  as  the  moil 
tremendous  pafiage  in  the  world.  Ariftotle 
gives  a long  and  a formidable  defcription 
of  it  in  his  125th  chapter  De  Admirandis, 
which  I find  tranflated  in  an  old  Sicilian 
book  I have  got  here.  It  begins,  “ Adeo 
“ profundum,  horridumque  fpe&aculum, 
“ &c.”  but  it  is  too  long  to  tranfcribe.  It 
is  like  wife  defcribed  by  Homer  *,  1 2 th  of 
the  Odyffey ; Virgil  f,  3d  iEneid  $ Lucre- 
tius, 


* Dire  Scylla  there  a fcene  of  horror  forms. 

And  here  Charybdis  fills  the  deep  with  ftorms : 

When  the  tide  rufhes  from  her  rambling  caves. 

The  rough  rock  roars ; tumultuous  boil  the  waves ; 

They  tofs,  they  foam,  a wild  confufion  raife. 

Like  waters  bubbling  o’er  the  fiery  blaze ; 

Eternal  mills  obfcure  th’  aerial  plain. 

And  high  above  the  rock  Ihe  fpouts  the  main. 

When  in  her  gulphs  the  rulhing  fea  fubfides. 

She  drains  the  ocean  with  her  refluent  tides. 

The  rock  re-bellows  with  a thundering  found  ; 

Deep,  wondrous  deep,  below  appears  the  ground. 

Pope. 

f That  realm  of  old,  a ruin  huge  was  rent. 

In  length  of  ages  from  the  continent. 

With  force  convulfive  burlt  the  ille  away ; 

Through  the  dread  opening  broke  the  thundering  fea. 

E 4 At 
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tius,  Ovid,  Salluft,  Seneca,  as  alfo  by 
many  of  the  old  Italian  and  Sicilian  poets, 
who  all  fpeak  of  it  in  terms  of  horror ; 
and  reprefent  it  as  an  object  that  infpired 
terror,  even  when  looked  on  at  a diftance. 
It  certainly  is  not  now  fo  formidable  : and 
very  probably,  the  violence  of  this  motion, 
continued  for  fo  many  ages,  has  by  degrees 

worn  fmooth  the  rugged  rocks,  and  jutting 

% 

fhelves,  that  may  have  intercepted  and 
confined  the  waters.  The  breadth  of  the 
Straits  too,  in  this  place,  I make  no  doubt 
Is  confiderably  enlarged.  Indeed,  from  the 
nature  of  things  it  muft  be  fo ; the  perpe- 
tual fridtion  occafioned  by  the  current  muft 


At  once  the  thundering  fea  Sicilia  tore. 

And  funder’d  from  the  fair  Hefperian  fhore ; 

And  Hill  the  neighbouring  coafts  and  towns  divides 
With  fcanty  channels  and  contra&ed  tides. 

Fierce  to  the  right  tremendous  Scylla  roars, 

Charybdis  on  the  left  the  flood  devours  : 

Thrice  fwallow’d  in  her  womb  fubfides  the  fea. 

Deep,  deep  as  hell ; and  thrice  Ihe  fpouts  away 
From  her  black  bellowing  gulphs  difgorg’d  on  high 
Waves  after  waves,  that  dafh  againft  the  Iky,  Pitt. 


wear 


SICILY  AND  MALTA. 

wear  away  the  bank  on  each  fide,  and  en- 
large the  bed  of  the  water. 

The  vedels  in  this  paflage  were  obliged 
to  go  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  coaft  of  Ca- 
labria, in  order  to  avoid  the  fu&ion  occa- 
fioned  by  the  whirling  of  the  waters  in 
this  vortex;  by  which  means  when  they 
came  to  the  narrowed  and  mod  rapid  part 
of  the  Straits,  betwixt  Cape  Pelorus  and 
Scylla,  they  were  in  great  danger  of  being 
carried  upon  that  rock.  From  whence  the 
proverb,  dill  applied  to  thofe,  who  in  at- 
tempting to  avoid  one  evil  fall  into  another, 

“ Inciditin  Scyllam,  cupiens  evitareCaribdem.” 

There  is  a fine  fountain  of  white  marble 
on  the  key,  reprefenting  Neptune  holding 
Scylla  and  Charybdis  chained,  under  the 
emblematical  figures  of  two  fea-monders, 
as  reprefented  by  the  poets. 

The  little  neck  of  land,  forming  the 
harbour  of  Medina,  is  drongly  fortified. 

The 
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The  citadel,  which  is  indeed  a very  fine 
work,  is  built  on  that  part  which  connects 
it  with  the  main  land.  The  farthermoft 
point,  which  runs  out  to  fea,  is  defended 
by  four  fmall  forts,  which  command  the 
entry  into  the  harbour.  Betwixt  thefe  lie 
the  lazaret,  and  a light-houfe  to  warn 
failors  of  their  approach  to  Charybdis,  as 
that  other  on  Cape  Pelorus  is  intended  to 
give  them  notice  of  Scylla. 

•* 

It  is  probably  from  thefe  light-houfes  (by 
the  Greeks  called  Pharoi)  that  the  whole 
of  this  celebrated  Strait  has  been  denomi- 
nated the  Faro  of  Meffina* 

There  are  a number  of  gallies  and  gal- 
liots in  this  beautiful  harbour,  which  ftiil 

add  greatly  to  its  beauty.  Three  of  thefe 

* * 

failed  this  morning,  in  order  to  cruize 
round  the  ifland,  and  to  protect  it  from  the 
fudden  invasions  of  the  Barbarians,  who 
are  often  very  troublefome  on  the  fouth 

7 coaft. 
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coaft.  Thefe  veffels  made  a very  pi&u- 
refque  appearance  as  they  went  out  of  the 
harbour;  their  oars  moving  all  together, 
with  the  greateft  regularity.  I think  there 
are  nine  or  ten  men  to  each  oar ; and  in- 
deed it  appears  to  be  the  hardeft  work  you 
can  imagine.  They  all  rife,  every  broke 
of  the  oar,  and  when  they  pull,  they  al- 
moft  throw  themfelves  on  their  backs,  and 
feem  to  exert  their  utmoft  force.  Thefe 
wretches  are  chained  to  their  oars,  and 
fleep  every  night  on  the  bare  benches,  with- 
out any  thing  to  throw  over  them.  Yet, 
what  is  ftrange,  notwithftanding  all  the 
mifery  they  fuffer,  I am  told  there  was 
never  known  an  inftance  of  any  of  them 
putting  themfelves  to  death.  They  often, 
indeed,  confer  that  favour  upon  one  ano- 
ther, but  it  is  only  in  their  quarrels,  and 
by  no  means  out  of  kindnefs.  In  a com- 
pany of  Englifh  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
promotion  would  probably  go  on  much 
fafter,  as  there  would  be  no  want  of  va- 
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cancics,  provided  only  ropes  and  knives 
were  to  be  had. 

# / 

/ 

W e intended  this  morning  to  have  paid 
our  refpefts  to  the  prince  of  Villa  Franca, 
the  governor,  and  to  have  delivered  our 
letters ; but  he  is  gone  to  his  country- 
houfe,  and  as  there  are  no  carriages  to  be 
had,  we  are  obliged  to  wait  his  arrival  in 
town,  which  will  probably  be  to-morrow 
or  next  day. 

We  are  ftill  under  a good  deal  of  uneafi- 
nefs  about  our  fervant,  and  are  obliged  to 
conceal  him  carefully  from  the  people  of 
the  health-office,  who  feem  to  haunt  us, 
as  we  have  met  them  this  morning  in  all 
our  walks.  Were  he  to  be  dilcovered,  per- 
haps fome  of  us  might  have  the  pleafure 
of  making  a little  voyage,  on  board  one  of 
thofe  gallies,  for  our  amufement.  Indeed 
the  captain  of  the  ffiip,  poor  fellow,  would 
run  the  greatefl  rifk,  who  is  obliged  to 

anfwer 
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anfwer  for  every  perfon  on  board. — We 
{hall  leave  this  place  as  foon  as  poffible ; 
for  I do  not  believe  there  is  much  more  to 
be  feen  about  it. 

20th  at  night.  After  dinner  our  depute- 
conful  (a  Sicilian)  carried  us  to  feveral  con- 
vents, where  we  were  received  by  the  nuns 
with  great  politenefs  and  affability.  We 
converfed  with  them  for  fome  hours  through 
the  grate,  and  found  fome  of  them  by  no 
means  deficient,  either  in  point  of  know- 
ledge or  fprightlinefe ; but  none  of  them 
had  fincerity  enough  (which  we  met  with 
in  Portugal  more  than  once)  to  acknowledge 
the  unhappinefs  of  their  fituation.  All  pre- 
tended to  be  happy  and  contented,  and 
declared  they  would  not  change  their  prifon 
for  the  mod  brilliant  fituation  in  life. 
However,  fome  of  them  had  a foft  melan- 
choly in  their  countenances,  that  gave  the 
lie  to  their  words ; and  I am  perfuaded,  ia 
a tete-a-tete,  and  on  a more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, 
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quaintance,  they  would  have  told  a very 
different  dory.  Several  of  them  are  ex- 
tremely handfome ; but,  indeed,  I think 
they  always  appear  fo ; and  am  very  certain, 
from  frequent  experience,  that  there  is  no 
artificial  ornament,  or  ftudied  embellifh- 
ment  whatever,  that  can  produce  half  fo 

drong  an  effect,  as  the  modeft  and  fimple 

• 

attire  of  a pretty  young  nun,  placed  be- 
hind a double  iron  grate.  To  fee  an  ami- 
able, unaffected,  and  unadorned  perfon, 
that  might  have  been  an  honour  and  an  or- 
nament to  fociety,  make  a voluntary  refig- 
nation  of  her  charms,  and  give  up  the 
world  and  all  its  pleafures,  for  a life  of 
fading  and  mortification,  it  cannot  fail  to 
move  our  pity; 

“ And  pity  melts  the  mind  to  love.” 

There  is  another  confideration  which  tends 
much  to  increafe  thefe  feelings ; that  is, 
our  total  incapacity  ever  to  alter  her  fitua- 
tion. — The  pleafure  of  relieving  an  objeCl 

in 
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in  diftrefs,  is  the  only  refuge  we  have 
againft  the  pain  which  the  feeing  of  that 
object  occafions  ; but  here,  this  is  utterly 
denied  us,  and  we  feel  with  forrow,  that 
pity  is  all  we  can  bellow. 

From  thefe,  and  the  like  reflections,  a 
man  generally  feels  himfelf  in  bad  fpirits 
after  converfing  with  amiable  nuns.  In- 
deed, it  is  hardly  poflible,  without  a heavy 
heart,  to  leave  the  grate ; that  inexorable 
and  impenetrable  barrier. — At  lafl  we  took 
our  leave,  exprefTmg  our  happinefs,  in 
being  admitted  fo  near  them ; but  at  the 
fame  time  deploring  our  mifery,  in  feeing 
them  for  ever  removed  at  fo  unmeafurable 
a diftance  from  us.  They  were  much 
pleafed  with  our  vifit,  and  begged  we 
would  repeat  it  every  day  during  our  flay 
at  Meffina  j but  this  might  prove  dan- 
gerous. 

t % 

On  leaving  the  convent,  we  obferved  a 
great  concourfe  of  people  on  the  top  of  a 

high 
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high  hill,  at  fame  diftance  from  the  city. 
The  conful  told  us,  it  was  the  celebration  of 
a great  feftival  in  honour  of  St.  Francis,  and 
was  worth  our  going  to  lee.  Accordingly, 
we  arrived  juft  as  the  faint  made  his  ap- 
pearance. He  was  carried  through  the 
crowd  with  vaft  ceremony,  and  received 
the  homage  of  the  people  with  a becoming 
dignity ; after  which  he  was  again  lodged 
in  his  chapel,  where  he  performs  a num- 
ber of  miracles  every  day,  to  all  thofe  who 
have  abundance  of  money  and  abundance 
of  faith.  His  minifters,  however,  are 
only  a fet  of  poor  greafy  capuchins ; who 
indeed  do  not  feem  to  have  enriched  them- 
felves  in  his  fervice.  In  general,  he  is  but 
a fhabby  mafter,  if  one  may  judge  by  the 
tattered  clothes  of  his  fervants ; and  St, 
Benedict,  who  does  not  pretend  to  half  his 
fan&ity,  beats  him  all  to  nothing.  The 
people  continued  to  dance,  in  foft  Sicilian 
meafures,  till  after  fun-fet,  when  they  re- 
tired. Many  of  the  country  girls  are 

extremely 
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extremely  handfome,  and  dance  with  a good 

grace.  The  young  fellows  w^ere  all  in 

their  Sunday’s  clothes,  and  made  a good 

appearance.  The  aflembly  room  was  a 

fine  green  plain  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  It 

pleafed  us  very  much,  and  put  us  in  mind 

of  fome  of  Theocritus’s  defcriptions  of  the 

Sicilian  pleafures.  But  Theocritus,  if  he 

could  have  railed  up  his  head,  would  pro-* 

bably  have  been  a good  deal  puzzled  what 

to  make  of  the  fhabby  figure  of  St.  Francis 

marching  through  amongft  them  with  fuch 

majefty  and  folemnity.  Another  part  of 

the  ceremony  too  would  have  greatly 

alarmed  him,  as  indeed  it  did  us.  The 

whole  court  before  the  church  Was  fur- 

i 

rounded  with  a triple  row  of  fmall  iron 

s' 

cannon,  about  fix  inches  long ; thefe  were 
charged  to  the  muzzle,  and  rammed  very 
hard  ; after  which  they  were  fet  clofe  to 
each  other,  and  a train  laid,  that  com- 
pleted the  communication  through  the 
whole  number,  which  muft  have  exceeded 
Vol.  I.  F 2000. 
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2000.  Fire  was  fet  to  the  train,  and  in 
two  or  three  minutes  the  whole  was  dis- 
charged by  a running  fire ; the  reports 
following  one  another  fo  quick,  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  the  ear  to  feparate  them. 
The  efFed:  was  very  grand ; but  it  would 
have  been  nothing  without  the  fine  echo 
from  the  high  mountains  on  each  fide  of 
the  Straits,  which  prolonged  the  found  for 
feme  conliderable  time  after  the  firing  was 
finifhed. 

The  view  from  the  top  of  this  hill  is 
beautiful  beyond  defeription.  The  Straits 
appear  like  a vail  majeftic  river,  flowing 
flowly  betwixt  two  ridges  of  mountains, 
and  opening  by  degrees  from  its  narrowefl 
point,  till  it  fwells  to  the  fize  of  an  ocean : 
Its  banks,  at  the  fame  time,  adorned  with 
rich  corn  fields,  vineyards,  orchards,  towns, 
villages,  and  churches.  The  profped  is 
terminated  on  each  fide  by  the  tops  of  high 
mountains  covered  with  wood. 


We 
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We  obferved  in  our  walks  to-day,  many 
of  the  flowers  that  are  much  efteemed  in 
our  gardens,  and  others  too  that  we  are 
not  acquainted  with.  Larkfpur,  flos  Ado- 
nis, Venus’  looking-glafs,  hawkfweed,  and 
very  fine  lupins,  grow  wild  over  all  thefe 
mountains.  They  have  likewife  a variety 
of  flowering  fhrubs ; particularly  one  in 
great  plenty,  which  I do  not  recoiled  ever  to 
have  feen  before : It  bears  a beautiful  round 
fruit,  of  a bright  fhining  yellow.  They 
call  it,  II  pomo  d’oro,  or  golden  apple.  All 
the  fields  about  Medina  are  covered  wuth 
the  richeft  white  clover,  intermixed  with 
a variety  of  aromatic  plants,  which  per- 
fume the  air,  and  render  their  walks  ex- 

\ 

ceedingly  delightful.  But  what  is  remark- 
able, we  were  moil  fenfible  of  this  per- 
fume, when  walking  on  the  harbour  which 
is  at  the  greatefl:  diftance  from  thefe  fields. 
I mentioned  this  peculiarity  to  a Meffinefe 
gentleman,  who  tells  me,  that  the  fait 
produced  here  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  emits 

F 2 a grate- 
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a grateful  odour,  fomething  like  violets ; 
and  it  is  that,  probably,  which  perfumes 
the  fea-fhore.  On  confulting  Fazzello  De 
rebus  Siculis,  I find  he  takes  notice  of  the 
fame  fingularity ; and  likewife  obferves, 
that  the  water  of  the  Straits  has  a vifcous 
or  glutinous  quality,  which  by  degrees 
cements  the  kind  and  gravel  together,  and 
at  laft  confolidates  them  to  the  folidity  of 
rock. 

There  arc  fine  fhady  walks  on  all  Tides  of 
Medina;  fome  of  thefe  run  along  the  fea- 
fhore,  and  are  for  ever  fanned  by  the  cool- 
ing breeze  from  the  Straits.  The  houfes 
are  large,  and  mod  of  the  articles  of  life 
are  cheap  and  in  plenty ; particularly  fifh, 
which  are  reckoned  better  here,  than  any 
where  elfe  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  hire 
of  lodgings  is  next  to  nothing  ; almofl  one 
half  of  that  noble  range  of  buildings  I have 
defcribed,  being  abfolutely  uninhabited  fince 
the  defolation  of  1 743  ; fo  that  the  pro- 
prietors 
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prietors  are  glad  to  get  tenants  on  any 
terms.  It  now  occurs  to  me,  that  from, 
all  thefe  confiderations,  there  is  no  place 
I have  feen  fo  admirably  calculated  for  the 
refidence  of  that  flock  of  valetudinarians, 
which  every  autumn  leave  our  country 
with  the  fwallows,  in  fearch  of  warm  cli- 
mates. I have  been  inquiring  with  regard 
to  their  winter  feafon,  and  find  all  agree, 
that,  in  general,  it  is  much  preferable  to 
that  of  Naples.  They  allow,  they  have 
fometimes  heavy  rain  for  two  or  three 
weeks ; but  it  never  lafts  longer ; and 
befides,  they  have  always  fome  fair  hours 
every  day,  when  people  can  go  out  for 
exercife ; for  the  moment  the  rain  is  over, 

the  walks  are  dry,  the  foil  being  a light 
gravel. 

• The  advantages  of  Meflma  over  Naples 
in  other  refpe&s,  I think,  are  confiderable. 
At  Naples  there  are  no  walks ; and,  the 
truth  is,  they  have  no  occafion  for  them, 

F 3 no 


9 


70  A TOUR  THROUGH 

no  more  indeed  than  they  have  for  legs  \ 
for  you  know  as  well  as  I,  that  walking 
there,  is  little  lefs  infamous  than  dealing ; 
and  any  perion  that  makes  ufe  of  his  limbs 
is  looked  upon  as  a blackguard,  and  de- 
fpifed  by  all  good  company.  The  rides  too 
are  all  at  a great  didance ; and  you  are 
obliged  to  go  fome  miles  on  dreets  and 
pavement  before  you  get  into  the  country ; 
befides  paffing  the  vile  grotto  of  Paufillipe, 
where  you  are  in  danger  of  being  blinded, 
and  ftifled  with  dud.  There  are  feldom 
any  public  diverfions  here ; the  attending 
of  which  at  Naples,  and  complying  with 
their  bad  hours,  does  often  more  than 
counteract  all  the  benefit  obtained  from  the 
climate.  That  detedable  pra&ice  of  gam- 
ing too  is  by  no  means  fo  prevalent  here ; 
which,  from  the  anxiety  it  occafions  to  the 
mind,  and  laditude  to  the  body,  mud  be 
death  to  all  heCtic  people,  weak  breads, 
or  delicate  nerves.  I could  fay  much  more 
on  this  fubjeCt,  but  as  I have  many  of  thefe 

circum- 
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drcumftances  only  from  the  report  of  the 
inhabitants,  it  makes  me  more  diffident, 
than  if  I had  known  them  from  my  own 
experience. 

We  found  our  banker,  Mr.  M , a 

very  fenfible  man,  and  fpent  fome  hours 
with  him,  both  this  morning  and  evening, 
very  agreeably.  Ke  has  given  us  fome  ac- 
count of  the  police  of  the  country,  the  moft 
lingular,  perhaps,  of  any  in  the  world,  to 
fuch  a degree,  indeed,  that  I ffiall  not  ven- 
ture to  tell  it  you,  till  I have  talked  it 
over  with  fome  other  people,  to  fee  if  the 
accounts  agree; though  from  the  cha- 

racter that  gentleman  bears,  both  here  and 
at  Naples,  he  is  as  good  authority  as  any 
in  the  ifland. 

The  prince  of  Villa  Franca  is  arrived  ; 
fo  that  we  ffiall  probably  have  our  audience 
to-morrow  morning.  Adieu — We  are  juft 
going  to  fup  upon  fteaks  made  of  the  pefce 

F 4 fpada 
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fpada  or  fword  fifh,  which  are  caught  in 
great  plenty  in  thefe  Teas.  The  fword  of 
this  one  is  upwards  of  four  feet  long ; 
and  a formidable  weapon  it  is; — not  unlike 
a Highland  broad  fword.  This  fifh,  when 
cut,  bears  a perfect  refemblance  to  flefli ; 
fo  much,  that  none  of  us  doubted  it  was 
beef- (leaks  they  were  dreffing  for  us,  and 
cxpreffed  our  furprife  at  finding  that  difh 
in  Sicily. — Good  night. 
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LETTER  IV. 

2 1 ft.  are  juft  returned  from  tlic 

prince’s.  He  received  us  po- 
litely, but  with  a good  deal  of  ftate.  He 
offered  us  the  ufe  of  his  carriages,  as  there 
are  none  to  be  hired  ; and,  in  the  ufual 
ftyle,  defired  to  know  in  what  he  could  be 
of  fervice  to  us.  We  told  him  (with  an 
apology  for  our  abrupt  departure)  that  we 
were  obliged  to  fet  off  to-morrow,  and 
begged  his  prote&ion  on  our  journey.  He 
replied,  that  he  would  give  orders  for 
guards  to  attend  us,  that  fhould  be  anfwer- 
able  for  every  thing ; that  we  need  give 
ourfelves  no  farther  trouble;  that  whatever 
number  of  mules  wre  had  occafion  for, 
fhould  be  ready  at  the  door  of  the  inn,  at 
any  hour  we  fhould  think  proper  to  ap- 
point : he  added,  that  we  might  entirely 

rely 
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rely  on  thofe  guards,  who  were  people  of 
the  moft  determined  refolution,  as  well  as 
of  the  moft  approved  fidelity,  and  would 
not  fail  to  chaftife  on  the  fpot,  any  perfon 
who  fhould  prefume  to  impofe  upon  us. 

\ 

% 

Now,  who  do  you  think  thefe  trufty 
guards  are  compofed  of?  Why  of  the  moft 
daring  and  moft  hardened  villains,  per- 
haps,  that  are  to  be  met  with  upon  earth, 
who,  in  any  other  country,  would  have 
been  broken  upon  the  wheel,  or  hung  in 
chains ; but  are  here  publicly  protected, 
and  univerfally  feared  and  refpe&ed.  It 
was  this  part  of  the  police  of  Sicily,  that 
I was  afraid  to  give  you  an  account  of : 
but  I have  now  converfed  with  the  prince’s 
people  on  the  fubjedl,  and  they  have  con- 
firmed every  circumftance  Mr.  M 

jnade  me  acquainted  with. 

He  tpld  me,  that  in  this  eaft  part  of  the 
liland,  called  Vai  Demoni  (from  the  devils 

that 
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that  are  fuppofed  to  inhabit  Mount  iEtna), 
it  has  ever  been  found  impracticable  to  ex- 
tirpate the  banditti ; there  being  number- 
lefs  caverns  and  fubterraneous  paffages  in 
that  mountain,  where  no  troops  could  pof- 
fibly  purfue  them  ; that  befides,  as  they 
are  known  to  be  perfectly  determined  and 
refolute,  never  failing  to  take  a dreadful 
revenge  on  all  who  have  offended  them, 
the  prince  of  Villa  Franca  has  embraced  it, 
not  only  as  the  fafeft,  but  like  wife  as  the 

1 

wifeft  and  moft  political  fcheme,  to  become 
their  declared  patron  and  proteCtor.  And 
fuch  of  them  as  think  proper  to  leave  their 
mountains  and  forelts,  though  perhaps 
only  for  a time,  are  fure  to  meet  with  good 
encouragement,  and  fecurity  in  his  fervice  ; 
they  enjoy  the  moft  unbounded  confidence, 
which,  in  no  inftancc,  they  have  ever  yet 
been  found  to  make  an  improper  or  a dif- 
honeft  ufe  of.  They  are  clothed  in  the 
prince’s  livery,  yellow  and  green,  with' 
filver^ace ; and  wear  likewife  a badge  of 

1 their 
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their  honourable  order,  which  entitles  them 
to  univerfal  fear  and  refpedt  from  the 
people. 

I have  jufl  been  interrupted  by  an  upper 
fervant  of  the  prince’s,  who,  both  by  his 
looks  and  language,  feems  to  be  of  the 
fame  worthy  fraternity.  He  tells  us,  that 
he  has  ordered  our  muleteers,  at  their  peril, 
to  be  ready  by  day-break;  but  that  we  need 
not  go  till  we  think  proper  ; for  it  is  their 
bufinefs  to  attend  on  nojiri  eccellenzi . He 
fays,  he  has  likewife  ordered  two  of  the 
mod  defperate  fellows  in  the  whole  ifland 
to  accompany  us ; adding,  in  a fort  of 
whifper,  that  we  need  be  under  no  appre- 
henfion ; for  if  any  perfon  fhould  prefume 
to  impofe  upon  us  to  the  value  of  a fingle 
baiocc  they  would  certainly  put  them 
to  death.  I gave  him  an  ounce  f,  which 
I knew  was  what  he  expected ; on  which 
he  redoubled  his  bows  and  his  eccellenzis, 

f About  eleven  {hillings. 

and 
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and  declared  we  were  the  mod  honorabili 
Signori  he  had  ever  met  with,  and  that  if 
we  pleafed,  he  himfelf  fhould  have  the 
honour  of  attending  us,  and  would  chaftife 
any  perfon  that  fhould  dare  take  the  wall 
of  us,  or  injure  us  in  the  fmallefl  trifle. 
We  thanked  him  for  his  zeal,  fhewing  him 
we  had  fwords  of  our  own.  On  which, 

bowing  refpe&fully,  he  retired. 

* \ 

I can  now,  with  more  affurance,  give 
you  fome  account  of  the  converfation  I had 
with  Signior  M — ; who,  as  I faid,  appears 
to  be  a very  intelligent  man,  and  has  refided 
here  for  thefe  many  years. 

He  fays,  that  in  fome  circumdances  thefe 
banditti  are  the  mod  refpedlable  people  of 
the  ifland  ; and  have  by  much  the  higheft 
and  mod  romantic  notions  of  what  they 
call  their  point  of  honour.  That,  how- 
ever criminal  they  may  be  with  regard  to 
fociety  in  general ; yet,  with  refpedt  to  one 

another, 
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another,  and  to  every  perfon  to  whom  they 
have  once  profefled  it,  they  have  ever 
maintained  the  mod  unfhaken  fidelity* 
The  magiftrates  have  often  been  obliged  to 
protect  them,  and  even  pay  them  court,  as 
they  are  known  to  be  perfectly  determined 
and  defperate;  and  fo  extremely  vindictive, 
that  they  will  certainly  put  any  perfon  to 
death,  who  has  ever  given  them  juft  caufe 
of  provocation.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
never  was  known  that  any  perfon  who  had 
put  himfelf  under  their  protedion,  and 
fhewed  that  he  had  confidence  in  them,  had 
caufe  to  repent  of  it,  or  was  injured  by 
any  of  them,  in  the  moft  minute  trifle ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  they  will  proted  him 
from  impofitions  of  every  kind,  and  fcorn 
to  go  halves  with  the  landlord,  like  molt 
other  condudors  and  travelling  fervants ; 
and  will  defend  them  with  their  lives,  if 
there  is  occafion.  That  thofe  of  their 
number,  who  have  thus  enlifled  themfelves 
in  the  fervice  of  fociety,  arc  known  and 

9 refpeded 
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refpe&ed  by  the  other  banditti  all  over  the 
ifland ; and  the  perfons  of  thofe  they  ac- 
company are  ever  held  facred.  For  thefe 
reafons,  mod  travellers  chufe  to  hire  a 
couple  of  them  from  town  to  town ; and 
may  thus  travel  over  the  whole  ifland  in 
fafety.  To  illuftrate  their  character  the 
more,  he  added  two  dories,  which  hap- 
pened but  a few  days  ago,  and  are  dill  in 
every  body’s  mouth. 

A number  of  people  were  found  digging 
in  a place  where  fome  treafure  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  hid  during  the  plague : as  this 

had  been  forbid  under  the  mod  fevere  pe- 

♦ 

nalties,  they  were  immediately  carried  to 
prilon,  and  expe&ed  to  have  been  treated 
without  mercy;  but  luckily  for  the  others, 
one  of  thefe  heroes  happened  to  be.  of  the 
number.  He  wrote  to  the  prince  of  Villa 
Franca,  and  made  ufe  of  fuch  powerful 
arguments  in  their  favour,  that  they  were 
all  immediately  fet  at  liberty. 


This 
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This  will  ferve  to  fhow  their  confequence 
with  the  civil  power ; the  other  ftory  will 
give  you  a ftrong  idea  of  their  barbarous 
ferocity,  and  the  horrid  mixture  of  ftub- 
born  vice  and  virtue  (if  I may  call  it  by 
that  name)  that  feems  to  diredt  their  ac- 
tions. I fhould  have  mentioned,  that  they 
have  a practice  of  borrowing  money  from 
the  country  people,  who  never  dare  refufe 
them  ; and  if  they  promife  to  pay  it,  they 
have  ever  been  found  punctual  and  exadl, 
both  as  to  the  time  and  the  fum  ; and  would 
much  rather  rob  and  murder  an  innocent 
perfon,  than  fail  of  payment  at  the  day 
appointed  : and  this  they  have  often  been 
obliged  to  do,  only  in  order  (as  they  fay) 
to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and  to  fave 
their  honour. 

It  happened  within  this  fortnight,  that 
the  brother  of  one  of  thefe  heroic  ban- 
ditti having  occafion  for  money,  and  not 
knowing  how  to  procure  it,  determined  to 

make 
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make  life  of  his  brother  s name  and  autho- 
rity, an  artifice  which  he  thought  could 
not  eafily  be  difcovered  ; accordingly  he 
went  to  a country  prieft,  and  told*  him  his 
brother  had  occafion  for  twenty  ducats, 
which  he  defired  he  would  immediately 
lend  him.  The  prieft  a flu  fed  him  that  he 
had  not  then  fo  large  a fum,  but  that  if  he 
would  return  in  a few  days  it  fhould  be 
ready  for  him.  The  other  replied,  that  he 
was  afraid  to  return  to  his  brother  with  this 
anfwer ; and  defired,  that  he  would  by  all 
means  take  care  to  keep  out  of  his  way  at 
leaft  till  fuch  time  as  he  had  pacified  him  ; 
otherwife  he  could  not  be  anfwerable  for 
the  confequences.' — As  bad  fortune  would 
have  it,  the  very  next  day  the  prieft  and 
the  robber  met  in  a narrow  road ; the  former 
fell  a- trembling,  as  the  latter  approached, 
and  at  laft  dropped  on  his  knees  to  beg  for 
mercy.  The  robber,  aftonifhed  at  his  be- 
haviour, defired  to  know  the  caufe  of  it. 
The  trembling  prieft  anfwered ; “ II  denaro, 
Vol.  I.  G “ ii 
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cc  il  denaro,”  the  money,  the  money — ■ 
but  fend  your  brother  to-morrow,  and  you 
fhall  have  it.  The  haughty  robber  allured 
him  that  he  difdained  taking  money  of  a 
poor  prieil ; adding,  that  if  any  of  his 
brothers  had  been  low  enough  to  make  fuch 

v 

a demand,  he  himfelf  was  ready  to  advance 
the  fum.  The  prieil  then  acquainted  him 
with  the  vifit  he  had  received  the  preceding 
night  from  his  brother,  by  his  order  ; af- 
furing  him,  that  if  he  had  been  mailer  of 
the  fum,  he  fhould  immediately  have  fup- 
plied  it. — Well,  fays  the  robber,  I will 
now  convince  you  whether  my  brother  or 
I are  moll  to  be  believed;  you  fhall  go  with 
me  to  his  houfe,  which  is  but  a few  miles 
dillant. — On  their  arrival  before  the  door, 
the  robber  called  on  his  brother,  who  never 
fufpedling  the  difeovery,  immediately  came 
to  the  balcony  ; but  on  perceiving  the  prieil, 
he  began  to  make  excufes  for  his  condudt. 
The  robber  told  him,  there  was  no  excufe 
to  be  made ; that  he  only  defired  to  know 

the 
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the  fad,  Whether  he  had  gone  to  borrow 
money  of  that  prieft  in  his  name  or  not  ? 
—On  his  owning  he  had,  the  robber  with 
deliberate  coolnefs  lifted  his  blunderbufs  to 
his  (houlder,  and  fhot  him  dead  ; and  turn- 
ing to  the  aftonifhed  prieft,  ct  You  will 
“ now  be  perfuaded,”  faid  he,  u that  I had 
no  intention  of  robbing  you  at  leaft.” 

You  may  now  judge  how  happy  we  muft 
be  in  the  company  of  our  guards.  I don’t 
know  but  this  very  hero  may  be  one  of 
them ; as  we  are  aflured  they  are  two  of  the 
moft  intrepid  and  refolute  fellows  in  the 
ifland.  I will  not  clofe  this  letter,  till  I give 
you  fome  account  of  our  journey.  In  the 
mean  time,  adieu.  We  are  going  to  take 
a look  of  the  churches  and  public  build- 
ings ; but  with  thefe  I fhall  trouble  you 
very  little. 

21ft  at  night.  We  have  been  very  well 
entertained,  both  from  what  we  have  feen 
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and  heard.  We  ufed  to  admire  the  dexte- 
rity of  fome  of  the  divers  at  Naples,  when 
they  went  to  the  depth  of  forty-eight  or 
fifty  feet,  and  could  not  conceive  how  a 
man  could  remain  three  minutes  under 
water  without  drawing  breath ; but  thefe 
are  nothing  to  the  feats  of  one  Colas,  a na- 
tive of  this  place,  who  is  faid  to  have  lived 
for  feveral  days  in  the  lea,  without  coming 
to  land  ; and  from  thence  got  the  lirname 
of  Pefce,  or  the  filh.  Some  of  the  Sicilian 
authors  affirm,  that  he  caught  fifh  merely 
by  his  agility  in  the  water;  and  the  credu- 
lous Kircher  afferts,  that  he  could  walk 
acrofs  the  Straits  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea. 
— Be  that  as  it  will,  he  was  fo  much  cele- 
brated for  fwimming  and  diving,  that  one 
of  their  kings  (Frederick)  came  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fee  him  perform:  which  royal  vifit 
proved  fatal  to  poor  Pefce ; for  the  king, 
after  admiring  his  wonderful  force  and 
agility,- had  the  cruelty  to  propofe  his  diving 
near  the  gulph  of  Charybdis;  and  to  tempt 

him 
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him  the  more,  threw  in  a large  golden 
cup,  which  was  to  be  his  prize,  fhould  he 
bring  it  up.  Pefce  made  two  attempts,  and 
aftonifhed  the  fpe&ators  by  the  time  he  re- 
mained under  water  ; but  in  the  third,  it 
is  thought  he  was  caught  by  the  whirlpool, 
as  he  never  appeared  more  ; and  his  body 
is  faid  to  have  been  found  fome  time  after- 
wards nearTaurominum  (about  thirty  miles 
diftant)  it  having  been  obferved,  that  what 
is  fwallowed  up  by  Charybdis  is  carried 
fouth  by  the  current,  and  thrown  out  upon 
that  coaft.  On  the  contrary,  nothing 
wrecked  here  was  ever  carried  through  the 
Straits,  or  thrown  out  on  the  north  fide  of 
Sicily,  unlefs  we  believe  what  Homer  fays 
of  the  Chip  of  Ulyfles, 

1 ** 

We  have  been  again  to  take  a view  of 
the  Straits  at  this  famous  whirlpool,  and 
are  more  and  more  convinced,  that  it  muft 
be  infinitely  diminilhed;  indeed,  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  it  was,  almoft  reduced  to  v 
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nothing.  The  fea  appeared  to  have  no  ex-* 
traordinary  motion  there,  and  Ships  and 
boats  feemed  to  pals  it  with  eafe.  When  we 
compare  this  its  prefent  flate,  with  the  for- 
midable defcription  of  fo  many  ancient  au- 
thors, poets,  hiftorians,  and  philosophers, 
it  appears  indeed  not  improbable  that  this 
ifland  has  been  torn  from  the  continent  by 
fome  violent  convulfion,  and  that  near  to 
this  Spot,  huge  caverns  have  been  opened, 
which,  drinking  in  the  waters  in  one  courfe 
of  the  current,  and  throwing  them  out  in 
the  other,  may  perhaps  in  fome  meafure 
account  for  the  phenomena  of  Charybdis. 
— I find  it  defcribed  both  by  Homer  and 
Virgil,  as  alternatively  Swallowing  up,  and 
throwing  out  every  object  that  approached 
it  Now,  is  it  not  probable,  that  thefe 
caverns  in  procefs  of  time  have  been,  in  a 


* Dextrum  Scylla  latus,  laevum  implacata  Charybdis 
Obfidet,  atque  imo  barathri  ter  gurgite  vaftos 
Sorbet  in  abruptum  flu&us,  rurfufque  fub  auras 
Erigit  alteros,  et  fid  era  verberat  unda. 
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great  meafure,  filled  up  by  the  immenfe 
quantities  of  rocks,  fand,  gravel,  &c.  that 
xvere  perpetually  carried  in  by  the  force  of 
the  current  ? — I own  I am  not  quite  fatisfied 
with  this  folution,  but  at  prefent  I cannot 
think  of  a better : — The  fad,  however,  is 
certain,  that  it  muft  have  been  a dreadful 
objed  even  in  Virgil’s  time,  elfe  he  never 
would  have  made  iEneas  and  his  fleet  per- 
ceive its  effeds  at  fo  great  a diftance,  and 
immediately  run  out  to  fea  to  avoid  it ; nor 
would  he  have  made  Helenus  at  fuch  pains 
to  caution  him  againft  that  dangerous 
gulph,  and  advife  him  rather  to  make  the 
whole  tour  of  Sicily  than  attempt  to  pafs 
it.  Indeed,  it  is  fo  often  mentioned  both 
in  the  voyage  of  iEneas  and  Ulyfles,  and 
always  in  fuch  frightful  terms,  that  we 
cannot  doubt  of  its  having  been  a very  ter- 
rible objed 

After 


* Seneca  gives  this  account  of  it  in  a Letter  to  Lu- 
cillus : u Scyllam  faxum  efle,  et  quidem  terribile  na- 
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After  feeing  the  beautiful  harbour  of 
Medina,  we  have  found  nothing  much 
worthy  of  notice  in  the  city.  Some  of  the 
churches  are  handfome,  and  there  are  a 
few  tolerable  paintings.  One  ceremony, 
from  the  account  they  give  of  it,  I fhould 


tc  vigantibus  optime  fcio ; Charybdis  an  refpondeat 
“ fabulis  per fcribi  mihi  defidero,  fac  nos  certiores, 
“ utrum  unotantum  ventoagatur  in  vortices,  an  omnis 
‘c  tempeftas,  ac  mare  ill ud  contorqueat,  et  an  verum 
te  fit  quidquid  illo  freti  turbine  abreptum  eft,”  &c. 

i » J'  1 

And  the  following  is  a tranflation  from  Strabo. 

<c  Ante  urbem  Paululum  in  traje&u  Charybdis 
<s  oftenditur:  Profundum  quidern  immenfum  : Quo 
<c  inumlationes  freti  : mirum  in  modum  navigia  detra- 
<c  hunt : magnas  per  circumdudliones,  et  vortices  pre- 
<e  cipitata,  quibus  abforptis,  ac  diftolutis  j naufra- 
<c  giorum  fragmenta  ad  T-auromitanum  littus  attra- 
“ huntur,”  &c. 

ec  Eft  igitur  Charybdis,”  fays  Salluft,  <c  mare  peri- 
tc  culofum  nautis;  quod  contrariis  fludtuum  curfibus, 
<c  collifionem  facit,  et  rapta  quoque  abforbet.” 

But  thefe  are  moderate  indeed  when  compared  to 
the  deferiptions  of  the  poets. 


like 
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like  much  to  have  feen  : the  celebration  of 
the  feaft  of  the  Vara.  It  appears,  indeed, 
to  be  a very  lingular  exhibition,  and  I am 
heartily  forry  it  does  not  happen  at  this 
feafon.  In  order  to  the  more  dignified 
appearance  of  the  Virgin  Mary  on  this  * 
occafion,  they  have  invented  a very  curious 
machine,  which  I am  told  reprefents 
heaven,  or  at  leaft  a part  of  it.  It  is 
of  a huge  fize,  and  moves  through  the 

1 

flreet  with  vail  pomp  and  ceremony.  In 
the  center  is  the  principal  figure,  which 
reprefents  the  Virgin  ; and  a little  higher, 
there  are  three  others  to  denote  the  Trinity. 
Round  thefe,  there  are  a number  of  wheels, 
faid  to  be  of  a very  curious  conflrudtion. 
Every  wheel  contains  a legion  of  angels, 
according  to  their  different  degrees  of 
precedency ; feraphims,  cherubims,  and 
powers.  Thefe  are  reprefented  by  a great 
number  of  beautiful  little  children,  all  glit- 
tering in  clothes  of  gold  and  filver  tiffue ; 
with  wings  of  painted  feathers  fixed  to 

their 
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their  fhoulders.  When  the  machine  is  fet 
in  motion,  all  thefe  wheels  move  round, 
and  the  different  choirs  of  angels  continue 
in  a conftant  flutter,  flinging  Hallelujahs 
round  the  Trinity  and  the  Virgin  during 
the  whole  of  the  proceflion,  and  are  faid 
to  make  a mod  beautiful  appearance.  This 
is  all  I could  learn  of  this  Angular  fhow, 
neither  were  we  admitted  to  fee  the  ma- 
chine; confcious,  I fuppofe,  of  the  ridi- 
cule of  which  it  is  fufceptible,  they  did 
not  chufe  to  unveil  fo  facred  an  objedt  to 
the  eyes  of  heretics. — This  ifland  has  ever 
been  famous  for  the  celebration  of  its 

feafts,  even  in  ancient  as  well  as  modern 

\ 

times.  They  fpare  no  expence ; and  a$ 
they  have  a large  fhare  both  of  fuperftition 
and  invention,  they  never  fail  to  produce 
fomething  either  very  fine,  or  very  ridicu- 
lous. The  feafl:  of  St.  Rofolia  at  Palermo 
is  faid  to  be  the  fineft  fhow  in  Europe,  and 
cofts  that  city  every  year  a large  fum.  They 
affure  us  there  is  more  tafte  and  mag- 
nificence 
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nificence  difplayed  in  it,  than  in  any  thing 
of  the  kind  in  Italy  ; and  advife  us  by  all 
means  to  attend  it,  as  it  happens  fome 
time  near  the  middle  of  fummer,  when 
we  fhall  probably  be  in  that  end  of  the 
ifland. 

If  you  pleafe  we  fhall  now  take  leave 
of  Meffina ; — I did  not  expedt  to  make 

1 

fo  much  out  of  it. But  it  would  not 

be  fair  neither  : without  at  lead  putting 
you  in  mind  of  the  great  veneration  it  has 
ever  been  held  in  by  the  reft  of  Sicily,  for 
the  affiftance  it  gave  to  Count  Rugiero  in 
freeing  the  ifland  from  the  yoke  of  the 
Saracens  ; in  confideration  of  which,  great 
privileges  were  granted  it  by  the  fucceeding 
kings ; fome  of  which  are  faid  dill  to  re- 
main. It  was  here  that  the  Normans 
landed  ; and  this  city,  by  the  policy  of 
fome  of  its  own  inhabitants,  was  the  fil'd 
conqued  they  made ; after  which  their 
victorious  arms  were  foon  extended  over 

the 
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the  whole  ifland  ; and  a final  period  put 
to  the  Saracen  tyranny.  Count  Rugiero 
fixed  the  feat  of  government  at  Palermo  ; 
and  put  the  political  fyftem  of  the  ifland 
upon  a folid  bafis  ; of  which  the  form  (and 
the  form  alone)  ftill  remains  to  this  day. 
He  divided  the  whole  ifland  into  three 
parts;  one  he  gave  to  his  officers,  another 
to  the  church,  and  a third  he  referved  for 
himfelf.  Of  thefe  three  branches  he  com- 
pofed  his  parliament,  that  refpe&able  body, 
of  which  the  fkcleton  only  now  exifls  : for 
it  has  long  ago  loft  all  its  blood,  nerves, 
and  animal  fpirits  ; and  for  many  ages  paft 
has  been  reduced  to  a perfect  caput  mor- 
tuum.  The  fuperftitious  tyranny  of  Spain 
has  not  only  deftroyed  the  national  fpirit 
of  its  own  inhabitants,  but  likewife  that 
of  every  other  country  which  has  fallen 
under  its  pow*er»  Adieu. 


Ever  yours, 
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-P.  S.  Apropos ! There  is  one  thing  I 
had  almoft  forgot,  and  I never  fhould 
have  forgiven  myfelf.  Do  you  know,  the 
moft  extraordinary  phenomenon  in  the 
world  is  often  obferved  near  to  this  place  ? 
I laugh’d  at  it  at  firft,  as  you  will  do ; but 
I am  now  convinced  of  its  reality  ; and  am 
perfuaded  too,  that  if  ever  it  had  been 
thoroughly  examined  by  a philofophical 
eye,  the  natural  caufe  muft  long  ago  have 
been  afligned. 

It  has  often  been  remarked,  both  by  the 
ancients  and  moderns,  that  in  the  heat  of 
fummer,  after  the  fea  and  air  have  been 
much  agitated  by  winds,  and  a perfect 
calm  fucceeds,  there  appears,  about  the 
time  of  dawn,  in  that  part  of  the  heavens 
over  the  Straits,  a great  variety  of  lingu- 
lar forms,  fome  at  reft  and  fome  moving 
about  with  great  velocity.  Thefe  forms, 
in  proportion  as  the  light  increafes,  feem 
to  become  more  aerial  ; till  at  laft,  fome 

1 time 
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time  before  fun-rife,  they  entirely  dis- 
appear. 

The  Sicilians  reprefent  this  as  the  mofl 
beautiful  fight  in  nature ; Leanti,  one  of 
their  latefl  and  belt  writers,  came  here  on 
purpofe  to  fee  it : he  fays,  the  heavens 
appear  crowded  with  a variety  of  obje&s: 
he  mentions  palaces,  woods,  gardens,  &c. 
befides  the  figures  of  men,  and  other  ani- 
mals, that  appear  in  motion  amongfi:  them. 
No  doubt,  the  imagination  mull:  be  greatly 
aiding,  in  forming  this  aerial  creation ; 
but  as  fo  many  of  their  authors,  both  an- 
cient and  modern,  agree  in  the  fad,  and 
give  an  account  of  it  from  their  own  ob- 
servation, there  certainly  mull  be  fome 
foundation  for  the  ftory.  There  is  one 
Giardini,  a Jefuit,  who  has  lately  writ- 
ten a treatife  on  this  phenomenon,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  it : the  cele- 
brated Meffinefe  Gallo  has  likewife  pub- 
lifhed  Something  on  this  Singular  fubjed ; 

if 
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if  I can  procure  either  of  them  in  the 
ifland,  you  {hall  have  a more  perfeCt  ac- 
count of  it.  The  common  people,  accord- 
ing to  cuftom,  give  the  whole  merit  to  the 
devil ; and  indeed  it  is  by  much  the  fhort- 
eft  and  eafieft  way  of  accounting  for  it. 
Thofe  who  pretend  to  be  philofophers,  and 
refufe  him  this  honour,  are  greatly  puzzled 
what  to  make  of  it.  They  think  it  may 
be  owing  to  fome  uncommon  refraction,  or 
reflection  of  the  rays,  from  the  water  of 
the  Straits  ; which,  as  it  is  at  that  time 
carried  about  in  a variety  of  eddies  and 

vortexes,  mull  confequently,  fay  they, 

/ 

make  a variety  of  appearances  on  any 
medium  where  it  is  reflected.  This,  I 
think,  is  nonfenfe ; or,  at  leaft,  very  near 
it ; and  till  they  can  fay  more  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  I think  they  had  much  better  have 
left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  old  gentleman. 
I fufpeCt  it  is  fomething  in  the  nature  of 
our  Aurora  Borealis ; and,  like  many  of 
the  great  phenomena  of  nature,  depends 

upon 
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upon  electrical  caufes ; which,  in  future 

ages,  I have  little  doubt,  will  be  found  to 

be  as  powerful  an  agent  in  regulating  the 

» 

univerie,  as  gravity  is  in  this  age,  or  as  the 
fubtile  fluid  was  in  the  laft. 

The  eleCtrical  fluid,  in  this  country  of 
volcanos,  is  probably  produced  in  much 
greater*  quantity  than  in  any  other.  The 
air  ftrongly  impregnated  with  this  matter, 
and  confined  betwixt  two  ridges  of  moun- 
tains; at  the  fame  time  exceedingly  agi-> 
tatcd  from  below  by  the  violence  of  the 
current,  and  the  impetuous  whirling  of 
the  waters ; may  it  not  be  fuppofcd  to 

f 

produce  a variety  of  appearances  ? And 
may  not  the  lively  Sicilian  imaginations, 
animated  by  a belief  in  daemons,  and 
all  the  wild  offspring  of  fuperflition,  give 
thefe  appearances*  as  great  a variety  of 
forms  ? Remember,  I do  not  fay  it  is  fo  ; 
and  hope  yet  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  give  you  a better  account  of  this  mat- 
ter. 
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ter.  However,  if  you  fhould  fuppofe  me 
in  this  ftory,  or  in  any  future  one  I may 
tell  you,  to  be  inclined  to  the  fabulous, 
you  will  pleafe  to  remember,  that  I am  now 
in  the  country  of  fable  ; this  ifland  having 
given  rife  to  more  perhaps,  except  Greece, 

than  all  the  world  befide.  You  have, 

\ •» 

therefore,  only  to  fuppofe  that  thefe  regions 
are  ftill  contagious  ; and  call  to  mind  that 
mount  iEtna  has  ever  been  the  great  mother 
of  monfters  and  chimeras  both  in  the  an- 
cient and  the  modern  world.  However,  I 
(hall,  if  poffible,  keep  free  of  the  infection, 
and  entertain  you  only  with  fuch  fubjedis 
as  fall  under  my  own  obfervation.  But 
indeed,  from  what  I have  already  heard  of 
that  wonderful  mountain,  the  moft  mode- 
rate account  of  it  would  appear  highly 
fabulous  to  all  fuch  as  are  unacquainted 
with  objects  of  this  kind.  Adieu.  We 
think  of  fetting  off  to-morrow  by  day- 
break. I am  forry  it  has  not  been  a ftorm, 
that  we  might  have  had  a chance  of  feeing 
Vol.  I.  H Pande- 
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Pandemonium  reared  over  our  heads,  and 

% 

all  the  devils  at  work  around  it, 

I (hall  leave  this  to  be  Tent  by  the  firft 
poft,  and  fhall  write  you  again  from 
Catana,  if  we  efcape  unhurt  from  all  the 
perils  of  ./Etna, 


Adieu* 
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letter  V. 

Giardini,  near  Taurominum,  May  22 d. 

have  had  a delightful  journey,  and 
if  all  Sicily  be  but  as  agreeable,  we 
{hall  not  repent  of  our  expedition.  We 
left  Meffina  early  this  morning,  with  fix 
mules  for  ourfelves  and  fervants,  and  two 
for  our  baggage.  This  train,  I aflure 
you,  makes  no  contemptible  appearance  ; 
particularly  when  you  call  to  mind  our 
front  and  rear-guard  ; by  much  the  molt 
confpicuous  part  of  it.  Thefe  are  two 
great  drawcanfir  figures,  armed  cap-a-pie, 
with  a broad  hanger,  two  enormous  piftols, 
and  a long  arquebufe : This  they  kept 
cock’d  and  ready  for  action  in  all  fufpicious 
places  ; where  they  recounted  abundance 
of  wonderful  ftories  of  robberies  and  mur- 
ders ; fome  of  them  with  fifch  very  minute 

H 2 . circum- 
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circumftances,  that  I am  fully  perfuaded 
they  themfelves  were  the  principal  adtors. 
However,  I look  upon  our  fituation  as 
perfectly  fecure  ; they  pay  us  great  refpedt, 
and  take  the  utmoft  pains  that  we  fhall  not 
be  impofed  upon.  Indeed,  I think  they 
impofe  upon  every  body  except  us  ; for 
they  tax  the  bills  according  to  their  plea- 
fure  ; and  fuch  cheap  ones  I never  paid 
before.  To-day’s  dinner  for  eleven  men 
(our  three  muleteers  included)  and  feeding 
for  ten  mules  and  horfes,  did  not  amount 

to  half  a guinea.  And,  although  we  pay 

* / 

them  high,  (an  ounce  a day  each)  yet  I am 
perfuaded  they  fave  us  at  lead  one  half  of 
it  on  our  bills.  They  entertained  us  with 
fome  of  their  feats,  and  make  no  fcruple 
of  owning  their  having  put  feveral  people 
to  death  ; but  add,  “ Mas  tutti,  tutti  ho- 

• ’ * ’j 

“ norabilmente,” — That  is  to  fay,  they 
did  not  do  it  in  a daftardly  manner,  nor 
without  juft  provocation. 

The 


* 
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The  fea-coaft  of  Sicily  is  very  rich  ; the 
fides  of  fome  of  the  mountains  are  highly 
cultivated,  and  prefent  the  mcft  agreeable 
afpeT  that  can  be  imagined  ; — corn,  wine, 
oil,  and  filk,  all  mixed  together,  and  in 
the  greateft  abundance  : However,  the  cul- 
tivated part  is  but  fmali  in  proportion  to 
what  is  lying  wafte,  and  only  ferves  to 
lhew  the  great  fertility  of  this  ifland, 
were  it  peopled,  and  in  induftrious  hands. 
The  Tides  of  the  road  are,  covered  with  a 
variety  of  flowers  and  of  flowering  fhrubs  ; 
fome  of  them  exceedingly  beautiful.  The 
inclofures  are  many  of  them  fenced  with 
hedges  of  the  Indian  fig,  or  prickly  pear  ; 
as  in  Spain  and  Portugal ; and  our  guides 
aflure  us,  that  in  many  of  the  parched 
ravines  round  iEtna,  there  are  plenty  of 
trees  which  produce  both  cinnamon  and 
pepper  ; not  fo  fttfong,  they  allow,  as  thofe 
of  the  fpice  iflands,  but  which  are  fold  to 
the  merchants  at  a low  price,  by  a fet  of 
banditti,  who  drefs  themfelves  like  her- 

H ^ mits : 
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mits  : Thefe  fpices  are  mixed  with  the  true* 
pepper  and  cinnamon  from  the  Indies,  and 
fent  over  all  Europe. 

The  road  from  Medina  to  this  place  is 
extremely  romantic.  It  lies  the  whole  way 
along  the  coaft,  and  commands  the  view  of 
Calabria,  and  the  fouth  part  of  the  Straits  ; 
covered  with  chebecs,  galleys,  galliots, 
and  a quantity  of  fifhing-boats.  The  view 
on  the  right  hand  is  confined  by  high 
mountains,  on  the  very  fummits  of  which 
they  have  built  feveral  confiderable  towns 
and  villages,  which  with  their  churches 
and  fteeples  make  a very  pidturefque  ap- 
pearance. They  have  chofen  this  elevated 
fituation,  I fuppofe,  with  a double  view  ; 
to  protect  them  both  from  their  enemies, 
and  from  the  violent  heat  of  the  climate  : 
This  forenoon  we  found  it  excefiive,  but 
had  the  finefi:  fwimming  in  the  world 
before  dinner ; which  kept  us  cool  and 
frefh  for  all  the  reft  of  the  day.  We  have 
7 befides 
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befides  provided  ourfelves  with  umbrellas* 
without  which,  at  this  feafon,  travelling 
would  be  impracticable* 

Betwixt  this  place  and  Meffina,  a little 
to  the  right,  lie  the  mountains,  formerly 
called  the  Nebrodes ; and  likewife  the 
mountain  of  Neptune*  which  is  reckoned 
the  higheft  of  that  chain.  It  is  celebrated 
for  a gulph  or  crater  on  its  fummit,  from 

*r.  I 

whence,  at  particular  times*  there  iffiies  an 
exceeding  cold  wind,  with  fuch  violence 
that  it  is  difficult  to  approach  it.  I was 
forry  to  pafs  this  fingular  mountain,  but 
it  would  have  delayed  us  a day  or  two  to 
vifit  it ; and  we  are  haftening  with  impa- 
tience to  a much  greater  objeCI : it  is  now 
named  II  monte  Scuderio,  and  is  faid  to  be 
fo  high  that  the  Adriatic  can  be  feen  from 
its  fummit.  From  the  defcription  they  give 
of  it,  it  appears  evidently  to  be  an  old  vol* 
cano.  The  Niffo  takes  its  rife  from  this 
mountain  5 a river  renowned  in  antiquity 

H 4 for 
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for  the  gold  found  in  its  channel  ; for 
which  reafon,  it  was  by  the  Greeks  called 
Chryfothoas.  It  is  faid,  the  remains  of 
the  ancient  gold  mines  are  Rill  to  be  feen 
near  the  fource  of  this  river  ; but  the  mo- 
dern mailers  of  Sicily  have  never  been  en- 
terprifing  enough  to  explore  them.  It  was 
on  this  charming  coaft,  where  the  flocks  of 
Apollo  were  kept  by  his  daughters,  Phse- 
thufa  and  Lampetie  ; the  feizing  of  which 
by  Uly lies’  companions,  proved  the  caufe 
of  their  deaths,  and  of  all  his  fubfequent 
misfortunes.  The  mountain  of  Tauro- 
mine  is  very  high  and  lleep,  and  the  road 
up  to  it  is  exceedingly  rugged. 

This  once  famous  city  is  now  reduced 

to  an  infignificant  burgh ; yet  even  thele 

% 

fmall  remains  give  a high  idea  of  its  for- 
mer  magnificence.  The  theatre,  I think, 
is  accounted  the  largell  in  the  world.  It 
appears  to  me  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of 
Adrian’s  villa,  near  Rome.  It  is  entire 

enough. 
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enough,  to  give  a very  tolerable  idea  of 
the  Roman  theatre,  and  indeed  aftonilhes 
by  its  vaftnefs  ; nor  can  I conceive  how  any 
voice  could  extend  through  the  prodigious 
number  of  people  it  muff  have  contained. 
I paced  about  one  quarter  of  it ; over  the 
boxes  that  were  intended  for  the  women, 
which  is  not  near  the  outward  circle  of 
all ; the  reft  is  fo  broken,  that  I could  get 
no  farther.  It  meafured  about  120  ordi- 
nary fteps,  fo  that  you  may  conceive  the 
greatnefs  of  the  whole.  The  feats  front 
mount  iEtna,  which  makes  a glorious  ap- 
pearance from  this  place  ; and  no  doubt 
has  often  diverted  their  attention  from  the 
fcene.  It  arifes  from  an  immenfe  bafe, 
and  mounts  equally  on  all  Tides  to  its 
fummit : It  is  juft  now  throwing  out  vo- 
lumes of  white  fmoke,  which  do  not  rife 
in  the  air,  but  feem  to  roll  down  the 
fide  of  the  mountain  like  a vaft  torrent. 
The  afcent  of  iEtna  on  each  fide  is  com- 
puted at  about  30  miles,  and  the  circum- 
ference 
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ference  of  its  bafe  at  150:  I think  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  fo  much  ; but  I fhall  pro- 
bably be  enabled  to  give  you  a fuller  ac- 
count of  it  afterwards. 

After  admiring  the  great  theatre  of  Tau- 
rominum,  we  went  to  examine  the  Nau<* 
machia,  and  the  refervoirs  for  fupplying  it 
with  water.  About  150  paces  of  one  fide 
of  the  wall  of  the  Naumachia  remains  ; 
but  as  this  is  not  complete,  there  is  no 
judging  of  its  original  dimenfions.  This 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a large  fquare, 
inclofed  with  ftrong  walls,  and  capable  of 
being  filled  with  water  on  occafion  ; in- 
tended for  the  exhibition  of  fea-fights,  and 
all  naval  exerciles  : There  were  four  refer- 
voirs for  fupplying  this  with  water.  All 
are  upon  the  fame  grand  feale.  One  of 
thefe  is  almoft  entire ; it  is  fupported  by  a 
great  number  of  ftrong  pillars,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  thofe  of  Titus’  baths  at  Rome, 
and  feveral  others  you  may  have  feen  in 

Italy* 
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Italy. — I would  dwell  longer  on  objeds  of 
this  kind  ; but  I am  perfuaded  defcriptions 
can  give  but  a very  imperfed  idea  of  them  $ 
and  to  mark  out  the  precife  dimenfions 
with  a mathematical  exadnefs,  where  there 
is  nothing  very  remarkable,  muft  furely  be 
but  a dry  work,  both  to  the  writer  and 
reader.  I fhall  therefore  content  myfelf 
(I  hope  it  will  content  you  too)  with  en- 
deavouring to  communicate,  as  entire  as 
poffible,  the  fame  impreffion  I myfelf  fhall 
receive,  without  defcending  too  much  to 
particulars ; or  fatiguing  myfelf  or  you 
with  the  menfuration  of  antique  walls, 
merely  becaufe  they  are  fuch,  except  where 
there  is  indeed  fomething  very  Unking  and. 
different  too,  from  what  has  already  been 
defcribed  in  Italy. 

I own  I defpair  of  fuccefs  : Few  things 
I believe  in  writing  being  more  difficult 
than  thus  “ s’emparer  de  rimagination,”  to 

feize? 


I 
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feize, — to  make  ourfelves  matters  of  the 
reader’s  imagination,  to  carry  it  along  with 
us  through  every  fcene,  and  make  it  in  a 
manner  congenial  with  our  own ; every 
profpedl  opening  upon  him  with  the  fame 
light,  and  arifing  in  the  fame  colours,  and 
at  the  fame  inftant  too,  as  upon  us  : For 
where  defcriptions  fail  in  this,  the  pleafure 
of  reading  them  mutt  be  very  trivial. 
Now,  perhaps,  this  fame  journal  ftyle  is 
the  moft  favourable  of  any  to  produce  thefe 
effects.  It  is  at  leatt  the  moft  agree- 
able to  the  writer ; who  never  has  his 
fubjedt  to  feek,  but  needs  only  recoiled! 
what  has  patted  fince  he  laft  laid  down  the 
pen,  and  travel  the  day  over  again  ; and  if 
he  travels  it  to  good  purpofe,  it  ought  to 
be  equally  agreeable  to  the  reader  too,  who 
thereby  becomes  one  of  the  party,  and 
bears  a fhare  in  all  the  pleafures  of  the 
journey  without  fuffering  from  the  fa~ 
tigues  of  it. 


One 
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One  of  my  greateft  difficulties,  I fee,  will 
be  the  finding  proper  places  to  write  in, 
for  the  inns  are  altogether  execrable,  and 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  getting  a room 
to  one’s  felf : I am  juft  now  writing  on  the 
end  of  a barrel,  which  I chofe  rather  than 
the  table,  as  it  is  farther  removed  from 
noife.  I muft  therefore  entreat  you,  once 
for  all,  to  excufe  incorredtnefs  and  want  of 
method.  How  can  one  be  methodical  upon 
a barrel  ! — It  has  ever  been  the  moft  de- 
clared enemy  to  method.  You  might  as 
well  expedt  a fermon  from  Bacchus,  or  a 

coherent  fpeech  from  our  friend  lord 

after  he  has  finiffied  the  third  bottle.  You 
will  be  pleafed  then  juft  to  take  things  as 
they  occur.  Were  I obliged  to  be  ftridtly 
methodical,  I ffiould  have  no  pleafure  in 
writing  you  thefe  letters  ; and  then,  if  my 
pofition  is  juft,  you  could  have  no  pleafure 
reading  them. 


Our 
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Our  guards  have  procured  us  beds ; 
though  not  in  the  town  of  Taurominum, 
but  in  Giardini,  a village  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  on  which  it  hands.  The 

• 

people  are  extremely  attentive,  and  have 
produced  us  an  excellent  fupper  and  good 
wine,  which  now  waits—but  fhall  wait  no 
longer.  Adieu.  To-morrow  we  intend  to 
climb  mount  iEtna  on  this  (its  eaft)  fide, 
if  we  find  it  practicable. 

Ever  yours* 


i 


/ 
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LETTER  VI. 

Catania,  May  24. 

AM  already  almoft  two  days  in  arrears. 

Yefterday  we  were  fo  much  fatigued 
with  the  abominable  roads  of  mount  iEtna, 
that  I was  not  able  to  wield  a pen  ; and  to- 
day, I aflure  you,  has  by  no  means  been 
a day  of  reft  ; however,  I muft  not  delay  * 
any  longer,  otherwife  I fhall  never  be  able 
to  make  up  my  lee-way.  I am  afraid  you 
will  fuffer  more  from  the  fatigues  of  the 
journey  than  I at  firft  apprehended. 

We  left  Giardini  at  five  o’clock.  About 
half  a mile  farther  the  firft  region  of  mount 
iEtna  begins,  and  here  they  have  fet  up 
the  ftatue  of  a faint,  for  having  prevented 
the  lava  from  running  up  the  mountain  of 
Taurominum,  and  deftroying  the  adjacent 

country ; 
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country  ; which  the  people  think  it  cer- 
tainly mull  have  done,  had  it  net  been 
for  this  kind  interpolition  ; but  he  very 
wifely,  as  well  as  humanely,  conducted  it 
down  a low  valley  to  the  lea. 

We  left  the  Catania  road  on  the  left,  and 
began  to  afeend  the  mountain,  in  order  to 
vifit  the  celebrated  tree,  known  by  the  name 
of  11  Cajlagno  dc  Cento  Cavalli  (The  chef- 
nut  tree  of  a hundred  horfe)  ; w’hich  for 
fome  centuries  pad  has  been  looked  upon 
as  one  of  the  greateft  wonders  of  Tana. 
We  had  likewife  propofed  (if  poffible)  to 
gain  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  by  this 
fide,  and  to  defeend  by  the  fide  of  Catania  ; 
but  we  were  foon  convinced  of  the  impof- 
fibility  of  this,  and  obliged,  with  a good 
deal  of  reluctance,  to  relinquilh  that  part 
of  our  lcheme. 

As  we  advanced  in  the  firft  region  of 
JEtna,  we  obferved  that  there  had  been 
6 eruptions 
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eruptions  of  fire  all  over  this  country  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  fummit,  or  princi- 
pal crater  of  the  mountain.  On  our  road 
to  the  village  of  Piedmonte,  I took  notice  of 
feveral  very  confiderable  craters ; and  ftones 
of  a large  fize,  fcattered  all  around,  that 
had  been  difcharged  from  them.  Thefe 
ftones  are  precifely  fuch  as  are  thrown  out 
of  the  crater  of  Mount  Vefuvius  ; and  in- 
deed, the  lava  too  feems  to  be  of  the  fame 
nature,  though  rather  more  porous. 

The  diftance  from  Giardini  to  Piedmonte 
is  only  ten  miles,  but  as  the  road  is  ex- 
ceedingly rough  and  difficult,  we  took  near 
four  hours  to  travel  it.  The  barometer, 
which  at  Giardini  (on  the  fea  fide)  flood  at 
29  inches  ten  lines,  had  now  fallen  to 
27:3.  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  (made  by 

Mr.  Adams  in  London)  73  degrees.  We 

% 

found  the  people  extremely  curious  and  in- 
quifitive  to  know  our  errand,  which  when 
we  told,  many  of  them  offered  to  accom- 

Vol.  i.  i pany 
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pany  us.  Of  thefe  we  chofe  two  ; and 
after  drinking  otir  tea,  which  was  matter 
of  great  fpeculation  to  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  never  before  feen  a breakfaft  of  this 
kind,  we  began  to  climb  the  mountain. 

We  Were  dire  died  for  five  or  fix  miles  of 
■ our  road  by  an  aquedudt,  which  the  prince 
of  Palagonia  has  made  it  a great  expence, 
to  fupply  Piedmonte  with  water.  After 
we  left  the  aquedudt,  the  afeent  become  a 
good  deal  more  rapid,  till  we  arrived  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fecond  region,  called 
bv  the  natives  la  Reglone  Sylvofa>  or  the 
woody  region ; becaufe  it  is  compofed  ot 
one  vail  forefl,  that  extends  all  around  the 
mountain.  Part  of  this  was  deftroyed  by 
a very  fingular  event,  not  later  than  the 

year  1755 During  an  eruption  of  the 

volcano,  an  immenfe  torrent  of  boiling 
water  iffued,  as  is  imagined,  from  the  great 
crater  of  the  mountain,  and  in  an  inftant 
poured  down  to  its  bafe;  overwhelming 

and 
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and  ruining  every  thing  it  met  with  in  its 
courfe.  Our  conductors  Ihewed  us  the 
traces  of  this  torrent,  which  are  ftill  very 

i 

vifible  5 but  are  now  beginning  to  recover 
verdure  and  vegetation,  which  for  fome 
time  appeared  to  have  been  lofh  The  track 
it  has  left,  feems  to  be  about  a mile  and 
a half  broad  5 and  in  fome  places  ftill 
more* 

The  common  opinion,  I find,  is,  that 

this  water  was  raifed  by  the  power  of  fuc- 

% . 

tion,  through  fome  communication  be- 
twixt the  volcano  and  the  fea  * the  abfur-* 
dity  of  which  is  too  glaring  to  need  a re** 
futation.  The  power  of  fu&ion  alone,  even 
fuppofmg  a perfect  vacuum,  could  never 
raife  water  to  more  than  thirtv-three  or 
thirty-four  feet,  which  is  equal  to  the 
Weight  of  a column  of  air  the  whole  height 
of  the  atmofphere.  But  this  circumftance, 
1 fhould  imagine,  might  be  eafily  enough 
accounted  for  5 either  by  a ftream  of  lava 

I 2 falling 
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falling  fuddenly  into  one  of  the  vallies  of 
fnow,  that  occupy  the  higher  regions  of  the 
mountain,  and  melting  it  down  : or,  what 
I think  is  hill  more  probable,  that  the 
melted  fnow,  finding  vaft  caverns  and  refer- 
voirs  in  the  mountain,  where  it  is  lodged 
for  l'ome  time,  till  the  excefhve  heat  of  the 
lava  below  burfts  the  Tides  of  thefe  caverns, 
produces  this  phenomenon,  which  has  been 
matter  of  great  fpeculation  to  the  Sicilian 
philofophers,  and  has  employed  the  pens 
of  feveral  of  them.  The  fame  thing  hap- 
pened in  an  eruption  of  Vefuvius  laft  cen- 
turv,  and  in  an  inftant  fvvept  away  about 
500  people,  who  were  marching  in  procef- 
lion  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  to  implore 
the  mediation  of  St.  Januarius. 

Near  to  this  place  we  paffed  through 
fome  beautiful  woods  of  cork  and  ever- 
green oak,  growing  abfolutely  out  of  the 
lava,  the  foil  having  as  yet  hardly  filled 
the  crevices  of  that  porous  fubftance  ; and, 

not 
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not  a great  way  farther,  I obferved  feveral 
little  mountains  that  Teemed  to  have  been 
formed  by  a late  eruption.  I difinounted 
from  my  mule,  and  climbed  to  the  top  of 
them  all.  They  are  feven  in  number  ; every 
cne  of  them  with  a regular  cup  or  crater 
on  the  top,  and  in  fome  the  great  gulph  or 
(as  they  call  it)  Voragine , that  had  difcharg- 
ed  the  burnt  matter  of  which  thefe  little 
mountains  are  formed,  is  hill  open.  I 
tumbled  hones  down  into  thefe  gulphs,  and 
heard  the  noife  for  a long  time  after.  All 
the  fields  round,  to  a confiderable  dihance, 
are  covered  with  large  burnt  hones  dif* 
charged  from  thefe  little  volcanos. 

From  this  place,  it  is  not  lefs  than  five  or 
fix  miles  to  the  great  chefnut-trees,  through 
forehs  growing  out  of  the  lava,  in  feveral 
places  almoh  impaffable.  Of  thefe  trees 
there  are  many  of  an  enormous  hze  ; but 
the  Cahagno  de  Cento  Cavalli  is  by  much 
the  moh  celebrated.  I have  even  found  it 

I 3 marked 
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marked  in  an  old  map  of  Sicily,  published 

i 

near  an  hundred  years  ago  ; and  in  all  the 
maps  of  iEtna,  and  its  environs,  it  makes 
a very  qonfpicuous  figure.  I own  I was 
by  no  means  ftruck  with  its  appearance,  as 
it  does  not  feem  to  be  one  tree,  but  4 
bufh  of  five  large  trees  growing  together. 
We  complained  to  our  guides  of  the  im- 
poution ; when  they  unanimoufly  affured 
us,  that  by  the  univerfal  tradition  and  even 
teflimony  of  the  country,  all  thefe  were 
once  united  in  one  ftem  ; that  their  grand- 
fathers remembered  this,  when  it  was 
looked  upon  as  the  glory  of  the  foreft,  and 
vifited  from  all  quarters  ; that  for  many 
years  paft  it  had  been  reduced  to  the  vene- 
rable ruin  we  beheld.  We  began  to  exa- 
mine it  with  more  attention,  and  found 
that  there  was  indeed  an  appearance  as  if 
thefe  five  trees  had  really  been  once  united 
in  one.  The  opening  in  the  middle  is  a J, 
prefent  prodigious , and  it  does  indeed  re- 
quire faith  to  believe,  that  fo  yaft  a fpace 
tQ 
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was  once  occupied  by  folid  timber — But 
there  is  no  appearance  of  bark  in  the  infide 
of  any  of  the  flumps,  nor  on  the  fides  that 
are  oppofite  to  one  another.  Mr.  Glover 
and  I meafured  it  feparately,  and  brought 
it  exadtly  to  the  fame  fize  5 viz.  204  feet 
round.  If  this  was  once  united  in  one 
folid  Item,  it  muft  with  juftice  indeed  have 
been  looked  upon  as  a very  wonderful  phse- 
nomenon  in  the  vegetable  world,  and  was 
defervedly  ftyled  the  glory  of  the  foreft. 

I have  fince  been  told  by  the  Canonico 
Recupero,  an  ingenious  ecclefiaflic  of  this 
place,  that  he  was  at  the  expence  of  car- 
rying up  peafants  with  tools  to  dig  round 
the  Caflagno  de  Cento  Cavalli,  and  he  af- 
fures  me,  upon  his  honour,  that  he  found 
all  thefe  flems  united  below  ground  in  one 
root.  I alleged  that  fo  extraordinary  an 
objedt  muft  have  been  mentioned  by  many 
of  their  writers.  He  told  me  that  it  had, 
and  produced  feveral  examples  ; Philateo, 

I 4 Carrera, 


% 
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Carrera,  and  fome  others.  Carrera  begs  to 
be  excufed  from  telling  its  dimenfions,  but 
fays,  he  is  fure  there  was  wood  enough  in 
that  one  tree  to  build  a large  palace.  Their 
poet  Bagolini  too  has  celebrated  a tree  of 
the  fame  kind,  perhaps  the  fame  tree  * ; 
and  Mafla,  one  of  their  mod  efteemed 
authors,  fays  he  has  feen  folid  oaks  upwards 
of  40  feet  round  ; but  adds,  that  the  fize 
of  the  chefnut- trees  was  beyond  belief,  the 
hollow  of  one  of  which,  he  fays,  contained 
300  fheep  ; and  30  people  on  horfeback  had 
often  been  in  it  at  a time.  I fliall  not  pre- 
tend to  fay,  that  this  is  the  fame  tree  he 
means,  or  whether  it  ever  was  one  tree  or 
not.  There  are  many  others  that  are  well 
deferring  the  cyriofity  of  travellers.  One 
of  thefe,  about  a mile  and  a half  higher 


* Supremos  inter  montes  monftrofior  omni 
Morftroii  fastum  ftipitis  ^tna  dedit 
Caftaneam  genuit,  cujus  modo  concava  cortex 
Turm^m  equitum  haud  parvam  continet,  atque  greges,  &c. 


V 
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on  the  mountain,  is  called  II  Cajtagno  del 

Galea;  it  rifes  from  one  folid  Item  to  a 

confiderable  height,  after  which  it  branches 

out,  and  is  a much  finer  objed  than  the 

other.  I meafured  it  about  two  feet  from 

the  ground,  and  found  it  76  feet  round. 

There  is  a third  called  II  Cajlagno  del  Nave , 

that  it  pretty  nearly  of  the  fame  fize.  All 

thefe  grow  on  a thick  rich  foil,  formed 

originally,  I believe,  Gf  afhes  thrown  out 

by  the  mountain. 
y / 

The  climate  here  is  much  more  temperate 
than  in  the  firft  region  of  iEtna,  where  the 
exceilive  heats  muft  ever  prevent  a very 
luxuriant  vegetation.  I found  the  barome- 
ter had  now  fallen  to  26  : 57  ; which  an- 
nounces an  elevation  of  very  near  4000 
feet ; equivalent  in  the  opinion  of  fome  of 
the  French  academicians,  to  18  or  20  de- 
grees of  latitude  in  the  formation  of  a 

* 

climate. 

• • « • s 


8 


The 


122  A TOUR  THROUGH 


The  vaft  quantity  of  nitre  contained  in 
the  afhes  of  iEtna,  probably  contributes 
greatly  to  increafe  the  luxuriance  of  this 
vegetation ; and  the  air  too,  ftrongly  im- 
pregnated with  it  from  the  fmoke  of  the 
volcano,  mufi  create  a conftant  fupply  of 
this  fait,  termed  by  fome,  not  without  rea- 
fon,  the  food  of  vegetables. 

There  is  the  ruins  of  a houfe  in  the 
infide  of  the  great  chefnut-tree  which  had 
been  built  for  holding  the  fruit  it  bears, 
which  is  {till  confiderable ; here  we  dined 
with  excellent  appetite,  and  being  con- 
vinced, that  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  get- 
ting to  the  top  of  the  mountain  on  that  fide, 
we  began  to  defcend  ; and  after  a very  fa- 
tiguing journey  over  old  lavas,  now  become 
fertile  fields  and  rich  vineyards,  we  arrived 
about  funfet  at  Jaci  Reale , where,  with  no 
fmall  difficulty,  we  at  laft  got  lodging  in  a 
convent  of  Dominicans. 


The 
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The  laft  lava  we  croffed  before  our  arrival 
there,  is  of  a vaft  extent,  I thought  we  never 
fhould  have  had  done  with  it ; it  certainly 
is  not  lefs  than  fix  or  feven  miles  broad, 
and  appears  in  many  places  to  be  of  an 
enormous  depth. 

When  we  came  near  the  fea,  I was  de-> 
firous  to  fee  what  form  it  had  aflumed  in 
meeting  with  the  water.  I went  to  exa^ 
mine  it,  and  found  it  had  driven  back  the 
waves  for  upwards  of  a mile,  and  had 
formed  a large  black  high  promontory, 
where  before  it  was  deep  water.  This  lava, 
I imagined,  from  its  barrennefs,  for  it  is 
as  yet  covered  with  a very  fcanty  foil,  had 
run  from  the  mountain  only  a few  ages 
ago  ; but  was  furprifed  to  be  informed  by 
Signor  Recupero,  the  hiftoriographer  of 

iEtna,  that  this  very  lava  is  mentioned  by 

% 

Diodorus  Siculus  to  have  burft  from  iEtna 
in  the  time  of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  when 
Syracufe  was  befieged  by  the  Romans.  A 

detacji- 
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detachment  was  fent  from  Taiirominum  to 
the  relief  of  the  befieged.  They  were 
flopped  on  their  march  by  this  flream  of 
lava,  which  having  reached  the  fea  before 
their  arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
had  cut  off  their  paffage;  and  obliged  them 
to  return  by  the  back  of  -/Etna,  upwards  of 
ioo  miles  about.  His  authority  for  this, 

he  tells  me,  was  taken  from  infcriptions  on 

• 

Roman  monuments  found  on  this  lava,  and 
that  it  was  likewife  well  afcertained  by 
many  of  the  old  Sicilian  authors.  Now  as 
this  is  about  2000  years  ago,  one  would 
have  imagined,  if  lavas  have  a regular 
progrefs  in  becoming  fertile  fields,  that  this 
mull  long  ago  have  become  at  lead  arable  : 
this  however  is  not  the  cafe,  and  it  is  as 
yet  only  covered  with  a very  fcanty  vege- 
tation, and  incapable  of  producing  either 
corn  or  vines.  There  are  indeed  pretty  large 
trees  growing  in  the  crevices,  which  are 

full  of  a rich  earth  ; but  in  all  probability 

* 

it  will  be  fome  hundred  years  yet,  before 

there 
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there  is  enough  of  it  to  render  this  land  of 
any  ule  to  the  proprietors. 

It  is  curious  to  confider,  that  the  furface 
of  this  black  and  barren  matter,  in  procefs 
of  time,  becomes  one  of  the  moil  fertile 
foils  upon  earth : but  what  mud  be  the 
time  to  bring  it  to  its  utmod  perfection, 
when  after  2000  years  it  is  dill  in  mod 
places  but  a barren  rock  ? — Its  progrefs  is 
poflibly  as  follows.  The  lava  being  a very 
porous  fubftance,  eafily  catches  the  dull 

that  is  carried  about  by  the  wind  ; which, 

\ 

at  firft,  I obferve  only  yields  a kind  of  mofs ; 
this  rotting,  and  by  degrees  increafing  the 
foil,  fome  finall  meagre  vegetables  are  next 
produced  ; which  rotting  in  their  turn,  arc 
likewife  converted  into  foil.  But  this  pro- 
grefs, I fuppofe,  is  often  greatly  accelerated 
by  fhowers  of  alhes  from  the  mountain,  as 
I have  obferved  in  fome  places  the  richefl 
foil,  to  the  depth  of  five  or  fix  feet  and  up- 
wards ; and  dill  below  that,  nothing  but 

rocks 
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rocks  of  lava*  It  is  in  thefe  fpots  that  the 
trees  arrive  at  fuch  an  immenfe  fize*  Their 
roots  fhoot  into  the  crevices  of  the  lava, 
and  lay  fuch  hold  of  it,  that  there  is  no 
inftance  of  the  wind’s  tearing  them  up ; 
though  there  are  many,  of  its  breaking 
off  their  largeft  branches.  A branch  of 
one  of  the  great  chefnut  trees,  where  we 
paffed  yefterday,  has  fallen  acrofs  a deep 
gully,  and  formed  a very  commodious  bridge 
over  the  rivulet  below.  The  people  fay  it 
was  done  by  St.'Agatha,  the  guardian  faint 
of  the  mountain,  who  has  the  fuperintend* 
ence  of  all  its  operations. 

In  the  loweft  part  of  the  firft  region  of 
iEtna,  the  harvefl  is  almoft  over ; but  in 
the  upper  parts  of  the  fame  region,  neat 
the  coniines  of  the  Regione  Sylvofa,  it  will 
not  begin  for  feveral  weeks. 

The  reapers,  as  we  went  along,  abufed 
US  from  all  quarters,  and  more  excellent 

black-* 
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' black-guards  I have  never  met  with ; but 
indeed  our  guides  were  a full  match  for 

them.  They  began  as  foon  as  we  were 

/ 

within  hearing,  and  did  not  finifh  till  we 
were  got  quite  without  reach  of  their  voices, 
which  they  extended  as  much  as  they  could. 
As  it  was  all  in  Sicilian,  we  could  make 
very  little  of  it,  but  by  the  interpretation 
of  our  guides ; however,  we  could  not 
help  admiring  the  volubility  and  natural 
elocution  with  which  they  fpoke.  This 
cuftom  is  as  old  as  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
and  probably  much  older,  as  it  is  mentioned 
by  Horace,  and  others  of  their  authors. 
It  is  hill  in  vogue  here  as  much  as  ever ; 
the  mailers  encourage  it ; they  think  it 
gives  them  fpirits,  and  makes  the  work  go 
on  more  cheerfully ; and  I believe  they  are 
right ; for  it  is  amazing  what  pleafure  they 
feemed  to  take  in  it,  and  what  laughing 
and  merriment  it  occasioned. 


I for- 
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I forgot  to  mention  that  we  paffed  the 
fource  of  the  famous  cold  river  (il  jiume 
freddo J,  This  is  the  river  fo  celebrated 
by  the  poets  in  the  fable  of  Acis  and  Ga- 
latea. It  was  here  that  Acis  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  killed  by  Polyphemus,  and  the 
gods,  out  of  compafhon,  converted  him  into 
this  river ; which,  as  ftill  retaining  the  ter- 
rour  infpired  by  the  dreadful  voice  of  the 
Cyclops,  runs  with  great  rapidity,  and 
about  a mile  from  its  fource  throws  itfelf 
into  the  fea.  It  rifes  at  once  out  of  the 
earth  a large  ftream.  Its  water  is  remarkably 
pure,  and  fo  extremely  cold,  that  it  is 
reckoned  dangerous  to  drink  it ; but  I am 
told  it  has  likewife  a poifonous  quality, 
which  proceeds  from  its  being  impregnated 
with  vitriol  to  fuch  a degree,  that  cattle 
have  often  been  killed  by  it.  It  never 
freezes  ; but,  what  is  remarkable,  it  is  faid 
often  to  contract  a degree  of  cold  greater 
than  that  of  ice. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  particulars  I was . informed  of  by 
the  priefts  at  Aci ; which  place,  anciently 
called  Aci  Aquileia,  and  feveral  others  near 
it,  Aci  Caftello,  Aci  Terra,  &c.  take  their 
names  from  the  unfortunate  fhepherd  Acis. 

_ ..  • 

A little  to  the  eaft  of  the  river  Acis,  is  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Alcantara,  one  of  the 
moft  considerable  in  the  ifland.  It  takes 
its  rife  on  the  north  fide  of  Mount  iEtna, 
and  marks  out  the  boundary  of  the  moun- 
tain for  about  60  miles.  Its  courfe  has  been 
flopped  in  many  places  by  the  eruptions  of 
the  volcano ; fo  that,  ftridtly  Speaking,  the 
fkirts  of  jTtna  extend  much  beyond  it ; 
though  it  has  generally  been  confidered  as 
the  boundary.  We  palled  it  on  our  way 
to  Piedmonte,  over  a large  bridge  built 
entirely  of  lava  ; and  near  to  this  the  bed 
of  the  river  is  continued  for  a great  way, 
through  one  of  the  moft  remarkable,  and 
probably  one  of  the  moft  ancient  lavas  that 
ever  run  from  iEtna.  In  many  places  the 
Vol.  I.  K current 
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current  of  the  river,  which  is  extremely 
rapid,  has  worn  clown  the  folid  lava  to  the 
depth  of  50  or  60  feet.  Recupero,  the 
gentleman  I have  mentioned,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  writing  the  natural  hiftory  of 
iEtna,  tells  me,  he  had  examined  this  lava 
with  great  attention,  and  he  thinks  thdt  its 
courfe,  including  all  its  windings,  is  not 
lefs  than  40  miles.  It  ifiued  from  a moun- 
tain on  the  north  fide  of  iEtna,  and  finding 
fome  valleys  that  lay  to  the  eaft,  it  took 
its  courfc  that  way,  interrupting  the  Al- 
cantara in  many  places,  and  at  laft  arrived 

at  the  fea  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  that 
V 

river. 

The  city  of  Jaci  or  Aci,  and  indeed  all 
the  towns  on  this  coaft,  are  founded  on 
immenfe  rocks  of  lava,  heaped  one  above 
another,  in  fome  places  to  an  amazing 
height;  for  it  appears  that  thefe  flaming 
torrents,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  at  the  fea, 
were  hardened  into  rock,  which  not  yield- 
ing 
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ing  any  longer  to  the  preflure  of  the  liquid 
fire  behind ; the  melted  matter  continuing 
to  accumulate,  formed  a dam  of  fire,  which, 
in  a fiiort  time,  run  over  the  folid  front, 
pouring  a fecond  torrent  into  the  ocean : 
this  was  immediately  confolidated,  and  fuc- 

ceeded  by  a third,  and  fo  on. 

% 

Many  of  the  places  on  this  coaft  ftill  re- 
tain their  ancient  names ; but  the  proper- 
ties aferibed  to  them  by  the  ancients  are 
now  no  more.  The  river  Acis,  which  is 
now  fo  poifonous,  was  of  old  celebrated  for 
the  fweetnefs  and  falubrity  of  its  waters  * ; 
which  Theocritus  fays,  were  ever  held 
facred  by  the  Sicilian  fhepherds. 

We  were  furprifed  to  find  that  fo  many 
places  retained  the  name  of  this  fwain,  who 
I imagined  had  never  exifted,  but  in  the 


# Quique  per^Etnasos  Acis  petit  aequora  fines, 

Et  dulce  gratum  Nereide  perluit  unda.  S i l . It  a l. 

K 2 


imagi- 
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imagination  of  the  poets : but  the  Sicilian 

\ 

authors  fay,  that  Acis  was  the  name  of  a 
king  who  reigned  in  this  part  of  the  ifland 
in  the  time  of  the  moft  remote  antiquity  ; 
in  confirmation  of  which,  Mafia  gives  the 
tranflation  of  an  infcription  found  near  Aci 
Caftello  f . He  is  faid  to  have  been  flam  in 
a fit  of  jealoufy  by  Poliphemus,  one  of  the 
giants  of  iEtna,  which  gave  rife  to  the 
fable.  Anguillara,  a Sicilian  poet,  in  re- 
lating this  ftory,  gives  a tremendous  idea  of 
the  voice  of  Poliphemus;  the  paflage  has 
been  greatly  admired. 


“ Tremor  per  troppo  horrore  iEtna;  e Tifeo 
“ Fece  maggior  ia  fiamma  ufcir  del  monte ; 


f DUE 

ognia-,  saturnine, 

DEORUM, 

MARTI,  F I L I JE,  UXORI, 

IN  PORTU 

SEPULCHRUM,  TEMPLUM,  ET  ARCEM 

ACIS, 

FAUNI  FILIUS,  PICI  NEPOS, 
SATURNI  PRONEPOS, 
LATINI  FRATER. 

“ E Pac- 


i 
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“ E Pacchino,  e Peloro,  e Lilibeo 
“ Quali  attuffar  nel  mar  l’altera  fronte; 

“ Cadde  il  martel  di  man  nel  monte  iEtnso, 
<c  All  Re  di  Lenno,  a Sterope,  e a Bronte  * 

<f  Fugir  fiere  & augei  di  lor  ricetto 

O O 

<(  E fi  ftrinfe  ogni  madre  il  figlio  al  petto.' ” 

You  will  obferve,  however,  that  the 
Sicilian  poet  cannot  in  juftice  claim  the 
entire  merit  of  thefe  lines,  as  they  are  evi- 
dently borrowed  from  Virgil’s  de-fcription 
of  the  found  of  the  Fury  Ale&o’s  horn,  in 
the  7th  iEneid.  The  laft  line,  perhaps  the 
moll  beautiful  of  the  whole,  is  almoft  word 
for  word, 

“ Et  trepidas  matres  prefiere  ad  pedlora  natos.” 

It  has  been  obferved  too,  by  fome  critics, 

♦ ' 

that  even  this  defcription  of  Virgil  is  not 
his  own,  but  copied  from  the  account  that 
Apollonius  Rhodius  gives  of  the  roaring  of 
the  dragon  that  guarded  the  golden  fleece; 
fo  that  you  fee  there  is  nothing  new  under 
the  fun.  Rhodius  probably  Hole  it  from 

K 3 fome- 
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fomebody  elfe,  and  fo  on.  Poets  have  ever 
been  the  greateft  of  all  thieves  ; and  happy 
it  is  that  poetical  theft  is  no  felony ; other-  • 
wife,  I am  afraid,  Parnaffus  would  have 
been  but  thinly  peopled. 

Farewell : to-morrow  I fhall  endeavour 
to  bring  you  up  with  us  ; for  at  prefent  you 
will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  you  have  got  no 
farther  than  the  city  of  Jaci ; and  have  ftill 
many  extinguished  volcanos  to  pafs  before 
your  arrival  here. 

Ever  yours,  &c. 


4 
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LETTER  VIE 

* ^ \ 

Catania,  May  25th. 

T HE  road  from  Jaci  to  this  city  is  en- 
tirely over  lava,  and  confequently  very 
fatiguing  and  troublefome.  Within  a few 
miles  of  that  place,  we  counted  eight  moun- 
tains formed  by  eruption,  with  every  one 
its  crater,  from  whence  the  burnt  matter 
was  diicharged.  Some  of  thefe  are  very 
high,  and  of  a great  compafs.  It  appears 
evidently,  that  the  eruptions  of  Mount 
iEtna  have  formed  the  whole  of  this  coafl, 
and  in  many  places  have  driven  back  the 
fea  for  feveral  miles  from  its  ancient  boun- 

1 - 

dary.  The  account  the  Sicilian  authors 
give  of  the  conflict  betwixt  thefe  two  ad- 
verfe  elements  is  truly  tremendous ; and  in 
relating  it,  they  feem  to  have  been  fhaken 
with  horror.  Conceive  the  front  of  a tor- 
rent of  fire,  ten  miles  in  breadth,  and 
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heaped  up  to  an  enormous  height,  rolling 
down  the  mountain,  and  pouring  its  flames 
into  the  ocean  1 The  noife,  they  allure 
us,  is  infinitely  more  dreadful  than  the 
loudeft  thunder  ; and  is  heard  through  the 
whole  country  to  an  immenfe  diflance.  The 
water  Teemed  to  retire  and  diminifh  before 
the  fire,  and  to  confefs  its  fuperiority ; 
yielding  up  its  pofleflions,  and  contracting 
its  banks,  to  make  room  for  its  imperious 
matter,  who  commands  it : “ Thus  far 
“ fhalt  thou  come,  and  no  farther. — The 
clouds  of  fait  vapour  darken  the  face  of  the 
fun,  covering  up  this  fcene,  under  a veil 
of  horror  and  of  night ; and  laying  wade 
' * every  held  and  vineyard  in  thefe  regions 
of  the  ifland.  The  whole  fifh  on  the  coafl 
are  deftroyed,  the  colour  of  the  fea  itfelf  is 
changed,  and  the  tranfparency  of  its  waters 

% 

loft  for  many  months. 

There  are  three  rocks  of  lava  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  fhore,  which  Pliny  takes  fre-* 

quen  t 
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quent  notice  of,  and  calls  them  the  Three 
Cyclops.  It  is  pretty  fingular,  that  they 
are  hill  diftinguifhed  by  the  fame  name. 

X 

The  fate  of  Catania  has  been  very  re- 
markable, and  will  ever  appear  fabulous. 
It  is  fituated  immediately  at  the  foot  of  this 
great  volcano,  and  has  been  feveral  times 
deftroyed  by  it : that  indeed  is  not  extra- 
ordinary ; it  would  have  been  much  more 
fo  had  it  efcaped  ; but  what  I am  going  to 
relate,  is  a fingularity  that  probably  never 
happened  to  any  city  but  itfelf.  It  was 
always  in  great  want  of  a port,  till  by  an 
eruption  in  the  16th  century,  and  no  doubt, 
by  the  interpofition  of  St.  Agatha,  what 
was  denied  them  by  nature  they  received 
from  the  generofity  of  the  mountain.  A 
ftream  of  lava,  running  into  the  fea,  form- 
ed a mole  which  no  expence  could  have 
furnilhed  them.  This  lafted  for  fome  time 
a fafe  and  commodious  harbour,  till  at  laft, 
by  a fubfequent  eruption,  it  was  entirely 

filled 
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filled  up  and  demolifhed ; fo  that  probably 
the  poor  faint  had  funk  much  in  her  credit ; 
for,  at  this  unfortunate  period,  her  mira- 
culous veil,  looked  upon  as  the  -greateft 
treafure  of  Catania,  and  efteemed  an  in- 
fallible remedy  againft  earthquakes  and  vol- 
canos, feems  to  have  loft  its  virtue.  The 
torrent  burft  over  the  walls,  fweeping  away 
the  images  of  every  faint  that  were  placed 
there  to  oppofe  it ; and  laying  wafte  great 
part  of  this  beautiful  city,  poured  into  the 
lea.  However,  the  people  fay,  that  at  that 
time  they  had  given  their  faint  very  juft 
provocation,  but  that  fhe  has  long  ago 
been  reconciled  to  them  ; and  has  promifed 
never  to  fufter  the  mountain  to  get  the 
better  of  them  for  the  future.  Many  of 
them  are  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  this 
(for  they  are  extremely  fuperftitious)  that  I 
really  believe  if  the  lava  were  at  their  walls, 
they  would  not  be  at  the  pains  to  remove 
their  effects.  Neither  is  it  the  veil  of  St. 
Agatha  alone,  that  they  think  po Hefted  of 

this 
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this  wonderful  dominion  over  the  moun- 
tain ; but  every  thing  that  has  touched 
that  piece  of  facred  attire,  they  fuppofe  is 
impregnated  in  a leifer  degree  with  the 
fame  miraculous  properties.  Thus  there 
are  a number  of  little  bits  of  cotton  and 
linen  fixed  to  the  veil ; which,  after  being 
bleffed  by  the  bifhop,  are  fuppofed  to  ac- 
quire power  enough  to  fave  any  perfon’s 
houfe  or  garden ; and  wherever  this  expe- 
dient has  failed,  it  is  always  afcribed  to  the 
want  of  faith  of  the  perfon,  not  any  want 
of  efficacy  in  the  veil.  However,  they 
tell  you  many  (lories  of  thefe  bits  of  cotton 
being  fixed  to  the  walls  of  houfes  and  vine- 
yards, and  preferring  them  entirely  from 
the  conflagration. 

On  our  arrival  at  Catania,  we  were 
amazed  to  find,  that  in  fo  noble  and  beauti- 
ful a city,  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  an 
inn.  Our  guides,  indeed,  conducted  us  to 
a houfe  they  called  fuch ; but  it  was  fo 

wretchedly 
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wretchedly  mean  and  dirty,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  look  out  for  other  lodgings;  and 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  Canonico  Recupero, 
for  whom  he  had  letters,  we  foon  found 
ourfelves  comfortably  lodged  in  a convent. 
The  prince  of  Bifcaris  (the  governor  of  the 
place)  a perfon  of  very  great  merit  and  di- 
ftin&ion,  returned  our  vifit  this  forenoon, 

and  made  us  the  mofl  obliging  offers. 

\ 

Signor  Recupero,  who  obligingly  en- 
gages to  be  our  Cicerone,  has  fhewn  us  fome 
curious  remains  of  antiquity;  but  they  have 
been  all  fo  fhaken  and  fhattered  by  the 
mountain,  that  hardly  any  thing  is  to  be 
found  entire. 

Near  to  a vault,  which  is  now  thirty  feet 
below  ground,  and  has  probably  been  a bu- 
rial place,  there  is  a draw-well,  where  there 
are  feveral  ftrata  of  lavas,  with  earth  to  a 
confiderable  thicknefs  over  the  furface  of 
each  ftratum.  Recupero  has  made  ufe  of 

this  s 
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this  as  an  argument  to  prove  the  great  an- 
tiquity of  the  eruptions  of  his  mountain. 
For  if  it  requires  two  thoufand  years  or 

upwards  to  form  but  a fcanty  foil  on  the 

* • 

furface  of  a lava,  there  mud  have  heen 
more  than  that  fpace  of  time  betwixt  each 
of  the  eruptions  which  have  formed  thefe 
drata.  But  what  fhall  we  fay  of  a pit 
they  funk  near  to  Jaci,  of  a great  depth  ? 
They  pierced  through  feven  didind:  lavas 
one  under  the  other,  the  furfaces  of  which 
were  parallel,  and  mod  of  them  covered 
with  a thick  bed  of  rich  earth.  Now,  fays 
he,  the  eruption  which  formed  the  lowed 
of  thefe  lavas,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  rea- 
fon  from  analogy,  mud  have  flowed  from 
the  mountain  at  lead  14,000  years  ago. 

Recupero  tells  me,  he  is  exceedingly  em- 
barrafled  by  thefe  difcoveries  in  writing  the 
hidory  of  the  mountain. —'That  Mofes  hangs 
like  a dead  weight  upon  him,  and  blunts 
all  his  zeal  for  inquiry ; for  that  really  he 

has 
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has  not  the  confcience  to  make  his  moun- 
tain fo  young  as  that  prophet  makes  the 
world. — What  do  you  think  of  thefe  fenti- 
ments  from  a Roman  Catholic  divine  ? — 
The  bifhop,  who  is  ftrenuoufiy  orthodox — 
for  it  is  an  excellent  fee — has  already 
warned  him  to  be  upon  his  guard,  and 
not  to  pretend  to  be  a better  natural  hifto- 
rian  than  Mofes ; nor  to  prefume  to  urge 
any  thing  that  may  in  the  fmallefl  degree 
be  deemed  contradictory  to  his  facred  autho- 
rity. Adieu. 


Ever  yours. 
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LETTER  VIII. 

Catania,  May  26th. 

T HIS  morning  we  went  to  fee  the  houfe 
and  mufeum  of  the  prince  of  Bifcaris  ; 
which,  in  antiques,  is  inferior  to  none  I 
have  ever  feen,  except  that  of  the  king  of 
Naples  at  Portici.  What  adds  greatly  to 
the  value  of  thefe  is,  that  the  prince  him- 
felf  has  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  moil 
of  them  brought  to  light.  He  has  dug 
them  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  theatre 
of  Catania,  at  an  incredible  expence ; but 
happily  his  pains  have  been  amply  repaid, 
by  the  number  and  variety  of  curious  ob- 
je&s  he  has  difcovered.  It  would  be  end- 
lefs  to  enter  into  an  enumeration  of  them ; 

j 9 

even  during  our  fhort  flay,  we  had  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  feeing  part  of  a rich  Corin- 
thian cornice,  and  feveral  pieces  of  ftatues, 

7 produced 
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produced  again  to  the  light,  after  lying  for 
fo  many  ages  in  darknefs  and  oblivion.  His 
colle&ion  of  medals,  cameos,  and  intaglios 
is  likewife  very  princely,  and  fo  are  the 
articles  in  natural  hiftory  : but  the  polite 
and  amiable  behaviour  of  the  owner,  gives 
more  pleafure  than  all  his  curiofities.  He 
did  not,  oftentatioufly,  like  the  prince  of 
Villa  Franca,  tell  us,  that  his  houfe  and 
carriages  were  at  our  command  ; but  with- 
out any  hint  being  given  of  it,  we  found 
his  coach  waiting  at  our  door ; and  we 
fhall  probably  be  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  it 
during  our  hay.  His  family  confifts  of  the 
princefs  his  wife,  a fon,  and  a daughter, 
who  feem  to  emulate  each  other  in  benig- 
nity. They  put  mein  mind  of  fome  happy 
families  I have  feen  in  our  own  country, 
but  refemble  nothing  we  have  yet  met  with 
on  the  continent.  He  is  juft  now  building 
a curious  villa  on  a promontory  formed  by 
the  lava  of  1669.  The  fpot  where  the 
houfe  hands  was  formerly  at  leaft  50  feet 

deep 
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deep  of  water  ; and  the  height  of  the  lava 
above  the  prefent  level  of  the  fea,  is  not 
iefs  than  50  more. 

This  afternoon  I walked  out  alone  to 
examine  the  capricious  forms  and  fmgular 
appearances  that  this  deftrudtive  branch 
has  aflurhed  in  laying  wade  the  country. 
I had  not  gone  far  when  I fpied  a magni- 
ficent building  at  fome  diftance,  which 
feemed  to  Hand  on  the  higheft  part  of  it. 
My  curiofity  led  me  on,  as  I had  heard  no 
mention  of  any  palace  on  this  fide  of  the 
city.  On  entering  the  great  gate,  my  fur- 
prife  was  a good  deal  increafed  on  obferv- 
ing  a faqade  almoft  equal  to  that  of  Ver- 
failles ; a noble  ftaircafe  of  white  marble, 
and  every  thing  that  announced  a royal 
magnificence,  I had  never  heard  that  the 
kings  of  Sicily  had  a palace  at  Catania, 
and  yet  I could  not  account  for  what  I faw 
in  any  other  way.  I thought  the  vaft 

Vol.  I.  L front 
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front  before  me  had  been  the  whole  of  the 
palace  ; but  conceive  my  amazement,  when, 
on  turning  the  corner,  I found  another  front 
of  equal  greatnefs  ; and  difcovered  that 
what  I had  feen  was  only  one  fide  of  a 
fquare. 

I was  no  longer  in  doubt,  well  knowing 
that  the  church  alone  could  be  miftrefs  of 
fuch  magnificence.  I haftened  home  to 
communicate  this  difcovery  to  my  friends  ; 
when  I found  the  Canonico  Recupero  al- 
ready with  them.  He  abufed  me  exceed- 
ingly for  prefuming  to  go  out  without  our 
Cicerone,  and  declared  he  had  never  been 
fo  much  difappointed  in  his  life ; as  he  had 
come  on  purpofe  to  carry  us  there,  and  to 
enjoy  our  furprife  and  aftonifhment.  He 
then  told  us,  that  it  was  no  other  than  a 
convent  of  fat  Benedictine  monks  ; who 
were  determined  to  make  fure  of  a paradife, 
at  leaft  in  this  world,  if  not  in  the  other. 

He 
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He  added,  that  they  were  worth  about 
i5,oool.  a year;  an  immenfe  fum  indeed 
for  this  country. 

We  went  with  Recupero  to  pay  our  re- 
fpedts  to  thefe  fons  of  humility,  temperance^ 
and  mortification  ; and  we  muft  own,  they 
received  and  entertained  us  with  great 
civility  and  politenefs,  and  even  without 
oftentation.  Their  mufeum  is  little  infe- 
rior to  that  of  the  prince  of  Bifcaris,  and 
the  apartments  that  contain  it  are  much 
more  magnificent.  But  their  garden  is  the 
greateft  curiofity  : Although  it  be  formed 
on  the  rugged  and  barren  furface  of  the 
lava,  it  has  a variety  and  a neatnefs  feldom 
to  be  met  with.  The  walks  are  broad,  and 
paved  with  flints  j and  the  trees  and  hedges 
(which  by  the  by  are  in  a bad  tafte,  and  cut 
into  a number  of  ridiculous  fhapes)  thrive 
exceedingly.  The  whole  foil  muft  have 
been  brought  from  a great  diftance,  as  the 
furface  of  this  lava  (only  150  years  old) 
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is  as  hard  and  bare  as  a piece  of  iron.  The 
church  belonging  to  this  convent,  if  finifhed, 
would  be  one  of  the  fined  in  Europe  ; but 
as  it  is  founded  on  the  furface  of  the  porous 
and  brittle  lava,  part  of  the  foundation  has 
given  way  to  the  preffure  of  fo  huge  a fa- 
bric ; and  fcveral  of  the  large  arches  that 
were  intended  to  form  the  different  chapels, 
have  already  fallen  down.  Only  the  weft 
limb  of  the  crofs  (not  a fifth  of  the  whole) 

is  finifhed  ; and  even  this  alone  makes  a 
* < 

very  fine  church.  Here  they  have  the 
fined  organ  I ever  heard,  even  fuperior,  I 
think,  to  that  at  Harlem. 

We  went  next  to  examine  where  the 
lava  had  fcaled  the  walls  of  Catania.  It 
mud  have  been  a noble  fight.  The  walls 
are  64  palms  high  (near  60  feet)  and  of  a 
great  drength ; other  wife  they  mud  have 
been  borne  down  by  the  force  of  the 
flaming  matter  which  rofe  over  this  height, 
and  feems  to  have  mounted  confiderably 

above 
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above  the  top  of  the  wall  before  it  made  its 
entry ; at  lad  it  came  down,  fweeping  be- 
fore it  every  faint  in  the  calendar,  who 
were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  on  pur- 
pofe  to  oppofe  its  paflage  ; and  marching 
on  in  triumph,  annihilated,  in  a manner, 
every  object  that  dared  to  oppofe  it. 
Amongd  other  things,  it  covered  up  fome 
fine  fountains  ; one  of  which  was  fo  much 
edeemed,  that  they  have  at  a great  expence 
pierced  through  the  lava,  and  have  now 
recovered  their  favourite  fpring.  This  ex- 
cavation is  a very  curious  work,  and  wor- 
thy of  the  attention  of  travellers. 

Catania  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
mod  ancient  cities  in  the  ifland,  or  indeed 
in  the  world. — Their  legends  bear,  that  it 
was  founded  by  the  Cyclops,  or  giants  of 
iEtna,  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  fird  in- 
habitants of  Sicily  after  the  deluge  ; and 
fome  of  the  Sicilian  writers  pretend  that  it 
was  built  by  Deucalion  and  Pyrrha  as  foon 

L 3 £9 


150  A TOUR  THROUGH 

as  the  waters  fubfided,  and  they  had  go£ 
down  again  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
Its  ancient  name  was  Catetna,  or  the  city 
of  flEtna. 

It  is  now  reckoned  the  third  city  in  the 
kingdom  : though  iince  Meflina  was  de~ 
flroyed  by  the  plague,  it  may  well  be 
confidered  as  the  fecond,  It  contains  up- 
wards of  30,000  inhabitants  ; has  an  uni- 
verfity,  the  only  one  in  the  ifland  ; and 
a bifhopric.  The  bilhop’s  revenues  are 
conliderable,  and  arife  principally  from  , 
the  fale  of  the  fnow  on  mount  iEtna. 
One  fmall  portion  of  which,  lying  on  the 
north  of  the  mountain,  is  faid  to  bring 
him  in  upwards  of  1000/.  a year  ; for  iEtna 
furnifhes  fnow  and  ice,  not  only  to  the 
whole  ifland  of  Sicily,  but  likewife  to 
Malta,  and  a great  part  of  Italy,  and  makes 
a very  conliderable  branch  of  commerce  ; 
for  even  the  peafants  in  thefe  hot  countries 
fegale  themfelves  with  ices  during  the 

fummer 
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fummer  heats  5 and  there  Is  no  entertain- 
ment given  by  the  nobility,  of  which  thefe 
do  not  always  make  a principal  part : a 
famine  of  fnow,  they  themfelves  fay,  would 
be  more  grievous,  than  a famine  of  either 
corn  or  wine.  It  is  a common  obfervation 

amongft  them,  that  without  the  fnows  of 

/ 

mount  ./Etna,  their  ifland  could  not  be  in- 
habited ; fo  eflential  has  this  article  of 
luxury  become  to  them.  But  ./Etna  not 
only  keeps  them  cool  in  fummer,  but  like- 

wife  keeps  them  warm  in  winter  ; the  fuel 

» 

for  the  greateft  part  of  the  ifland  being  car- 
ried from  the  immenfe  and  inexhauftible 
forefts  of  this  volcano,  and  conftitutes  too, 
a very  large  branch  of  commerce. — But 
this  amazing  mountain  perpetually  carries 
me  away  from  my  fubjedb  ; I was  fpeaking 
of  this  city. — What  of  it  was  fpared  by  the 
eruption  1669,  was  totally  ruined  by  the 
fatal  earthquake  1693  ; when  the  greateft 
part  of  its  inhabitants  were  buried  under 
the  walls  of  their  houfes  and  churches. 

L 4 Yet, 
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Yet,  after  fuch  repeated,  and  fuch  difmal 
difaflers,  fo  flrange  is  their  infatuation, 
that  they  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
change  their  fituation.  The  whole  city  was 
foon  rebuilt,  after  a new  and  an  elegant 
plan,  and  is  now  much  handfomer  than 
ever.  There  is  fcarce  any  doubt,  that  in 
fome  future  commotion  of  the  mountain, 
Jt  will  be  again  laid  in  allies.  But  at  pre- 
fent  they  are  in  perfect  fecurity  : The  Vir- 
gin and  St.  x^gatha  have  both  engaged  to 
protedl  them  ; and  under  their  banner  they 
hold  iEtna,  with  all  the  devils  it  contains, 
at  defiance. 

/ 

There  are  many  remains  of  antiquity  in 
this  city,  but  indeed  mod  of  them  are  in 
a very  ruinous  {late.  One  of  the  mofl 
remarkable  is  an  elephant  of  lava,  with 
an  obelifk  of  Egyptian  granite  on  his 
back.  There  are  likewife  confiderable 
remains  of  a great  theatre,  befides  the  one 
belonging  to  the  prince  of  Bifcaris ; a 

4 
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large  bath  almoft  entire  ; the  ruins  of  the 
great  aquedud,  18  miles  long;  the  ruins 
of  feveral  temples,  one  of  Ceres,  another  of 
Vulcan  : The  church  called  Bocca  di  Fuocq 
was  likewife  a temple.  But  the  moft  entire 
of  all,  is  a fmall  rotundo,  which,  as  well 
as  the  pantheon  at  Rome,  and  fome  others 
to  be  met  with  in  Italy,  in  my  opinion, 
demonftrates  that  form  to  be  the  moft  du- 
rable of  any, 

\ t % 

It  has  now  been  purged  and  purified 
from  all  the  infe&ion  contra&ed  from  the 
heathen  rites^  and  is  become  a chriftian 
church,  dedicated  to  the  bleffed  Virgin  ; 
who  has  long  been  conftituted  univerfal 
legatee,  and  executrix  to  all  the  ancient 
goddefles,  celeftial,  terreftrial,  and  infernal : 
and,  indeed,  little  more  than  the  names  are 
changed,  the  things  continuing  pretty  much 
the  fame  as  ever. — The  Catholics  them- 
felves  do  not  attend  to  it : but  it  is  not  a 
little  curious  to  confider,  how  fmall  is  the 

deviation 


154  A TOUR  THROUGH 

deviation  in  almoft  every  article  of  their 
prefent  rites  from  thofe  of  the  ancients.  I 
have  fomewhere  feen  an  obfervation,  which 
feems  to  be  a juft  one  : That  during  the 
long  reign  of  heathenifm,  fuperftition  had 
altogether  exhaufted  her  talent  for  inven- 
tion ; fo  that  when  a fuperftitious  fpirit 
feized  chriftians,  they  were  under  a necef- 
fity  of  borrowing  from  their  predeceftors, 
and  imitating  fome  part  of  their  idolatry. 
This  appears  to  be  ftridly  the  cafe.  I took 

notice  of  it  to  Signor  R , who  is  not 

the  mod  zealous  fedtary  in  the  world,  and 
who  frankly  owned  the  truth  of  the  ob- 
fervation. 

In  fome  places  the  very  fame  images  ftill 
remain  : They  have  only  chriftened  them  ; 
and  what  was  Venus  or  Proferpine,  is  now 
Mary  Magdalene,  or  the  Virgin.  The  lame 
ceremonies  are  daily  performed  before  thefe 
images ; in  the  fame  language,  and  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  faints  are  per- 

5 petually 
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petually  coming  down  in  perfon,  and 
working  miracles,  as  the  heathen  gods  did 
of  old.  The  walls  of  the  temples  are 
covered  with  the  vows  of  pilgrims,  as  they 
were  formerly.  The  holy  water,  which 
was  held  in  fuch  deteftation  by  the  firft 
chriftians,  is  again  revered,  and  fprinkled 
about  with  the  fame  devotion  as  in  the 
time  of  paganifm.  The  fame  incenfe  is 
burnt,  by  priefts  arrayed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, with  the  fame  grimaces  and  genu- 
flections, before  the  fame  images,  and  in 
the  fame  temples  too.  In  fhort,  fo  nearly 
do  the  rites  coincide,  that  were  the  pagan 
high-prieft  to  come  back,  and  re-afiume  his 
functions,  he  would  only  have  to  learn 
a few  new  names  : to  get  the  Mafs,  the 
Paters,  and  the  Aves  by  heart ; which 
would  be  much  eafier  to  him,  as  they  are 
in  a language  he  underftands,  but  which 
his  modern  fucceflors  are  often  ignorant 
of.  Some  things,  to  be  lure,  would  puzzle 
him ; and  he  would  fwear  that  all  the 

myfteries 
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myfteries  of  Eleufis  were  nothing  to  the 
amazing  myftery  of  tranfubftantiation  ; the 
only  one  that  ever  attempted  to  fet  both 
our  underftanding  and  our  fenfes  at 
defiance,  and  baffles  equally  all  the 
faculties  both  of  the  foul  and  body. 
— He  would,  likewife,  be  a good  deal  at 
a lofs  to  account  for  the  ftrange  metamor- 
phofis  of  fome  of  his  old  friends.  That 
(he  would  fay)  I can  well  remember,  was 
the  ftatue  of  Venus  Meretrix,  and  was 
only  worfhipped  by  the  loofe  and  volup- 
tuous. She  feems  to  be  wonderfully 
improved  fince  you  made  her  a chriftian  ; 
for  I find  fiie  is  now  become  the  great  pro- 

te&refs  of  chaftity  and  of  virtue. Juno 

too,  who  was  fo  implacable  and  fo  re- 
vengeful, you  have  foftened  down  into  a 

t 

very  moderate  fort  of  deity ; for  I ob- 
ferve  you  addrefs  her  with  as  little  fear 
or  ceremony  as  any  of  the  reft  of  them  ; 
I wilh  you  would  make  the  Furies  chrif- 

tians  too,  for  furely  they  would  be  much 

the 
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the  better  for  it. — But  obferving  the  figure 
of  St.  Anthony,  he  would  exclaim  with 
aftonifhment. — Tut  what  do  I behold  ! — - 
Jupiter,  the  fovereign  of  gods  and  men, 
with  a ragged  cloak  over  his  fhoulders  ! 
What  a humiliating  fpe&acle  ! Well  do  I 
remember,  with  what  awe  we  bent  before 
that  once  refpe&able  image.  But  what  has 
become  of  the  thunderbolt,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand  to  chaftife  the  world  ; and  what 
is  that  he  has  got  in  its  place  ? His  con- 
ductor would  tell  him,  that  it  was  only  a 
piece  of  rope,  with  knots  upon  it,  to  chaf- 
tife himfelf ; adding,  that  he  was  now 
doing  pennance  for  his  long  ufurpation  ; 
and  that  the  thunder  had  long  ago  been 
put  into  better  hands. — However,  he  would 
foon  find,  that  even  thefe  faints  fometimes 
change  their  names,  according  to  the  en- 
thufiaftic  caprice  of  the  people  ; and  from 
this  verfatility,  he  would  ftill  be  in  hopes, 
in  procefs  of  time,  to  fee  his  friend  Jupiter 
re-affume  his  bolt  and  his  dignity. 


Do 
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Do  you  remember  old  Huet, — the  greatefl 
of  all  originals  ? One  day,  as  he  paffed  the 
ftatue  of  Jupiter  in  the  capitol,  he  pulled 
off  his  hat,  and  made  him  a bow. — A jaco- 
bite  gentleman,  who  obferved  it,  afked  him 
why  he  paid  fo  much  refpedt  to  that  old 
gentleman. — For  the  fame  reafon,  replied 
Huet,  that  you  pay  fo  much  to  the  Pre- 
tender. Befides,  added  he,  I think  there 
is  rather  a greater  probability  that  his  turn 
will  come  round  again,  than  that  of  your 
hero  ; I fhall  therefore  endeavour  to  keep 
well  with  him,  and  hope  he  will  never  for- 
get that  I took  notice  of  him  in  the  time 
of  his  adverfity. 

Indeed,  within  the  courfe  of  my  own 
obfervation,  I can  recollect  fome  of  the 
moft  capital  faints  in  the  calendar,  who 
have  been  difgraced  by  the  people,  and 
new  names  given  to  their  flatues.  When 
we  were  in  Portugal  laft  war,  the  people 
of  Caftel  Branco  were  fo  enraged  at  St.  An- 
tonio, 
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tonio,  for  allowing  the  Spaniards  to  plun- 
der their  town,  contrary,  as  they  affirmed, 
to  his  exprefs  agreement  with  them,  that 
they  broke  many  of  his  ftatues  to  pieces ; 
and  one  that  had  been  more  revered  than 
the  reft,  they  took  the  head  off,  and  clap- 
ped on  one  of  St.  Francis  in  its  place  ; 
whofe  name  the  ftatue  ever  after  retained. 
Even  the  great  St.  Januarius  himfelf,  I 
am  told,  was  in  imminent  danger  during 
the  laft  famine  at  Naples.  A Swifs  gentle- 
man affured  me,  that  he  had  heard  them 
load  him  with  abufe  and  invedlive  ; and 
declared  point-blank,  that  if  he  did  not 
procure  them  corn  by  fuch  a time,  he  ftiould 
no  longer  be  their  faint.  However,  fuch 
inftances  are  but  rare  ; and  in  general  the 
poor  catholics  are  fully  indemnified  for 
thefe  fudden  fits  of  paffion  and  refentment, 
from  the  full  perfuafion  of  the  immediate 
prefence  and  prote&ion  of  their  beloved 
patrons. 


I have 
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I have  obferved,  with  pleafure,  that 
glow  of  gratitude  and  affedion  that  has 
animated  their  countenances  ; and  am  per- 
fuaded  that  the  warmth  of  enthufiaftic 
devotion  they  often  feel  before  their  fa- 
vourite faints,  particularly  their  • female 
ones,  mud  have  fomething  extremely  de- 
lightful in  it  ; refembling,  perhaps,  the 
pure  and  delicate  fenfations  of  the  mod 
refpedful  love.  1 own  I have  fometimes 
envied  them  their  feelings ; and  in  my 
heart  curfcd  the  pride  of  reafon  and  phi- 
lofophy,  with  all  its  cool  and  tadelefs 
triumphs,  that  lulls  into  a kind  of  doical 
apathy  thefe  mod  exquifite  fenfations  of  the 
foul.  Who  would  not  chufe  to  be  deceived, 
when  the  deception  raifes  in  him  thefe 
delicious  padions,  that  are  fo  worthy  of  the 
human  heart ; and  for  which,  of  all  others, 
it  feems  to  be  the  mod  fitted  ? But  if 
once  you  have  deeled  it  over  with  the  hard 
and  impenetrable  temper  of  philofophy ; 
thefe  fine-fpun  threads  of  weaknefs  and  af- 

fedion, 
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faction,  that  were  To  pliable,  and  fo  £afily 
tied,  become  bard  and  inflexible  ; and  for 
ever  lofe  that  delicate  tone  of  fenfibility  that 
put  them  into  a kind  of  unifon  and  vibra- 
tion with  every  object  around  us  : For  it  is 
certainly  true,  what  has  been  faid  of  one 
part  of  our  fpecies,  and  may  almoit  with 
equal  juftice  be  applied  to  the  whole, 

6i  That  to  their  weaknefs  half  their  charms  we  owe.** 

I remember  Doctor  Tiflot  told  me,  he 
had  a patient  that  actually  died  of  love  for 
Chrifl: ; and  when  in  the  laft  extremity, 
feemed  ftill  to  enjoy  the  greateft  happi- 
nefs  ; calling  upon  him  with  all  the  fond- 
nefs  of  the  molt  enthufiaftic  paflion.  And 
from  what  I have  often  obferved  before  the 
ftatues  of  the  Virgin  and  St.  Agatha,  I am 
perfuaded,  they  have  many  inamoratos  that 
would  willingly  lay  down  their  lives  for 
them. 


Now, 


Vol,  I. 


i 
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Now,  pray  don’t  you  think  too,  that  this 
perfonal  kind  of  worfhip  is  much  better 
adapted  to  the  capacities  of  the  vulgar,  than 
the  more  pure  and  fublime  modes  of  it, 

which  would  only  diftradt  and  confound 

/ 

their  fimple  understandings,  unaccuftomed 
to  fpeculation  ; and  that  certainly  require 
fomething  grofs  and  material,  fome  objedt 
of  fenfe  to  fix  their  attention  l — This  even 
feems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  fome  of 
the  facred  writers,  who  often  reprefent  God 
under  fome  material  form. 

Were  you  to  attempt  to  give  a country- 
fellow  an  idea  of  the  deity  ; were  you  to 
tell  him  of  a being  that  is  immaterial,  and 
yet  whofe  eflence  penetrates  all  matter; 
who  has  exifted  from  all  eternity,  and 
whofe  extenfion  is  equally  boundlefs  with 
his  duration  ; who  fills  and  pervades  mil- 
lions of  worlds,  and  animates  every  object 
they  contain ; and  who,  in  the  fublime 
language  of  our  poet, 

“ Tho' 
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Cf  Tho’  chang’d  thro’  all,  is  yet  in  all  the  fame, 
tc  Great  in  the  earth,  as  in  th’  astherial  frame  : 

“ Warms  in  the  fun,  refrelhes  in  the  breeze, 

«c  Glows  in  the  {tars,  and  blofioms  in  the  trees ; 
cc  Lives  thro’  all  life,  extends  thro’  all  extent ; 

<c  Spreads  undivided,  operates  unfpent. 

“To  him  no  high,  no  low,  no  great,  no  fmall ; 
<c  He  fills,  he  bounds,  connects,  and  equals  all.” 

Now,  what  do  you  imagine  he  would  think 
of  fuch  a being  ? I am  afraid  his  under- 
Handing  would  be  fo  bewildered,  that  he 
could  not  think  at  all.  But  fet  up  before 
him  the  figure  of  a fine  woman,  with  a 
beautiful  child  in  her  arms,  the  moft  inte- 
refting  objedt  in  nature  ; and  tell  him  fhe 
can  procure  him  every  thing  he  wants  ; he 
knows  perfectly  well  what  he  is  about ; 
feels  himfelf  animated  by  the  objedt,  and 
prays  to  her  with  all  his  might. 

Adieu. — We  are  going  to  be  very  bufy  ; 
and  are  preparing  every  thing  for  one  of 
the  greateft  objects  of  our  expedition  ; the 
examination  of  mount  iEtna.  Indeed,  we 

M 2 have 
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have  received  but  bad  encouragement  ; and 
are  beginning  to  doubt  of  the  poffibility  of 
fuccefs.  Recupero  tells  us,  that  the  feafon 
is  not  far  enough  advanced  yet,  by  fome 
. months  ; and  that  he  does  not  think  it  will 
be  poffible  to  get  near  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain.  The  lafl  winter,  he  fays,  was 
fo  uncommonly  fevere,  that  the  circle  of 
fnow  extended  much  nearer  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  than  ufual  ; that  although  this 
circle  is  now  greatly  contracted,  it  Hill  ex- 
tends nine  or  ten  miles  below  the  crater. — 
He  advifes  us  to  return  this  way  in  the 
month  of  Auguft  ; and,  if  poffible,  make 
iEtna  the  laft  part  of  our  expedition.  If 
we  do  not  fucceed  to-morrow,  we  ffiall  pro- 
bably follow  his  advice  ; but  we  are  all  de- 
termined to  make  a bold  puffi  for  it.  The 
weather  is  the  molt  favourable  that  can  be 
imagined  : Here  is  a delightful  evening  ; 
and  by  the  liar-light  we  can  obferve  the 
fmoke  rolling  down  the  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain like  a va ft  torrent.  Recupero  fays, 

this 
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this  is  a lure  indication  of  the  violence  of 
the  cold  in  thefe  exalted  regions  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  which  condenfes  the  vapour,  and 
makes  it  fail  down,  the  moment  it  iffues 
out  of  the  crater.  He  advifes  us,  by  all 
means,  to  provide  plenty  of  liqueurs , warm 
fur  cloaks,  and  hatchets  to  cut  wood  ; as 
we  lhall  probably  be  obliged  to  pafs  the 
night  in  the  open  air,  in  a climate,  he  af- 
fures  us,  as  cold  as  that  of  Greenland.  It 
is  very  fingular  if  this  be  true  ; for  at  pre- 
fent  we  are  melting  with  heat,  in  thin  fuits 
of  taffeta.  Adieu.  You  fhall  know  It  all 
on  our  return,  if  we  do  not  fhare  the  fate 
of  Empedocles. 


Ever  yours. 
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LETTER  IX. 

I 


Catania,  May  29. 

\ > 

the  27th,  by  day-break,  we  fet  off 
to  vifit  mount  iEtna,  that  venerable 
and  refpe&able  father  of  mountains.  His 
bafe,  and  his  immenfe  declivities,  are  co- 
vered over  with  a numerous  progeny  of  his 
own  ; for  every  great  eruption  produces  a 
new  mountain  ; and  perhaps,  by  the  num- 
ber of  thefe,  better  than  by  any  other  me- 
thod, the  number  of  eruptions,  and  the  age 
of  iEtna  itfelf,  might  be  afcertained. 

The  whole  mountain  is  divided  into  three 
diftindt  regions,  called  La  Regione  Cult  a ^ or 
Riedmontefe , The  Fertile  Region  ; La  Re- 
gione Sylvofa , or  Nemorofa , The  Woody 
Region  ; and  La  Regione  Deferta , or  Sco~ 
perta , The  Barren  Region, 


Thefe 
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Thefe  three  are  as  different,  both  in  cli- 
mate and  produ&ions,  as  the  three  zones 
of  the  earth  ; and  perhaps,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, might  have  been  flyled  the  Torrid, 
the  Temperate,  and  the  Frigid  zone.  The 
jfirfl  region  furrounds  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  conflitutes  the  mod:  fertile  coun- 
try in  the  world  on  all  Tides  of  it,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles, 
where  the  woody  region  begins.  It  is 
compofed  almoft  entirely  of  lava,  which, 
after  a number  of  ages,  is  at  laft  converted 
into  the  moil  fertile  of  all  foils. 

At  Nicolofi,  which  is  twelve  miles  up 
the  mountain,  we  found  the  barometer  at 
27:  17;  at  Catania  it  flood  at  29  ; ; al- 

though the  former  elevation  is  not  very 
great,  probably  not  exceeding  3000  feet, 
yet  the  climate  was  totally  changed.  At 
Catania  the  harveft  was  entirely  over,  and 
the  heats  were  infupportable  ; here  they 
•were  moderate,  and  in  many  places  the 

M 4 . corn 
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corn  is  as  yet  green.  The  road  for  thefe 
twelve  miles  is  the  worft  I ever  travelled  ; 

entirely  over  old  lavas  and  the  mouths  of 

# 

extinguifhed  volcanos,  now  converted  into 
corn-fields,  vineyards,  and  orchards. 

The  fruic  of  this  region  is  reckoned  the 
fineft  in  Sicily,  particularly  the  figs,  of 
which  they  have  a great  variety.  One  of 
thefe  of  a very  large  fize,  efleemed  fupe- 
rior  in  flavour  to  all  the  reft,  they  pretend 
is  peculiar  to  iEtna. 

The  lavas,  which  as  I have  already  faid 
form  this  region  of  the  mountain,  take  their 
rife  from  an  infinite  number  of  the  mofl 
beautiful  little  mountains  on  earth,  which 
are  every  where  fcattered  on  the  immenfe 
declivity  of  iEtna.  Thefe  are  all  of  a re- 
gular figure  ; either  that  of  a cone,  or  a 
femifphere ; and  all  but  a very  few  are 
covered  with  beautiful  trees,  and  the  richeft 
verdure : Every  eruption  ;;  - '\y  forms 


8 


one 
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one  of  thefe  mountains.  As  the  great 
crater  of  iEtna  itfelf  is  raifed  to  fuch  an 
enormous  height  above  the  lower  regions 
of  the  mountain,  it  is  not  pofiible,  that 
the  internal  fire  raging  for  a vent,  even 
round  the  hafe,  and  no  doubt  vaftly  below 
it,  fhould  be  carried  to  the  height  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  thoufand  feet,  for  probably  fo 
high  is  the  fummit  of  ./Etna.  It  has  there- 
fore generally  happened,  that  after  fhaking 
the  mountain  and  its  neighbourhood  for 
fome  time,  it  at  laft  burfls  open  its  fide, 
and  this  is  called  an  eruption.  At  firft  it 
only  fends  forth  a thick  fmoke  and  (howers 
of  allies,  that  lay  wafte  the  adjacent  country: 
Thefe  are  foon  followed  by  red  hot  (tones, 
and  rocks  of  a great  fize,  thrown  to  an  im- 
menfe  height  in  the  air.  The  fall  of  thefe 
(tones,  together  with  the  quantities  of  alhes 
difcharged  at  the  fame  time,  at  laft, form 
the  fpherical  and  conical  mountains  I have 
mentioned.  Sometimes  this  procefs  is 
finifhed  in  the  courfe  of  a few  days ; feme- 

times 
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times  it  lafts  for  months,  which  was  the 
cafe  in  the  great  eruption  1669.  In  that 
cafe,  the  mountain  formed  is  of  a great 
fize;  fome  of  them  are  not  lefs  than  feven  or 
eight  miles  round,  and  upwards  of  1000 
feet  in  perpendicular  height ; others  are  not 
more  than  twro  or  three  miles  round,  and  3 
or  400  feet  high. 

After  the  new  mountain  is  formed,  the 
lava  generally  burfts  out  from  its  lower  fide  ; 
and  bearing  every  thing  before  it,  is  for 
the  mod  part  terminated  by  the  fea.  This 
is  the  common  progrefs  of  an  eruption; 
however,  it  fometimes  happens,  though 
rarely,  that  the  lava  burfts  at  once  from 
the  fide  of  the  mountain,  without  all  thefe 
attending  circumftances  ; and  this  is  com- 
monly the  cafe  with  the  eruptions  of  Ve- 
fuvius,  where  the  elevation  being  fo  much 
fmaller,  the  melted  matter  is  generally 
carried  up  into  the  crater  of  the  mountain, 
which  then  exhibits  the  phenomena  I have 

defcribed  ; 

i * * 
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defcribed  ; difcharging  fhowers  of  ftones 
and  afhes  from  the  mouth  of  the  volcano, 
without  forming  any  new  mountain,  but 
only  adding  confiderably  to  the  height  of 
the  old  one ; till  at  laft  the  lava,  rifing  near 
the  fummit,  burfts  the  fide  of  the  crater, 
and  the  eruption  is  declared.  This  has  li- 
terally been  the  cafe  with  two  eruptions  I 
have  been  an  attentive  witnefs  of  in  that 
mountain ; but  iEtna  is  upon  a much  larger 
fcale,  and  one  crater  is  not  enough  to  give 
vent  to  fuch  oceans  of  liquid  fire. 

Recupero  allures  me,  he  law  in  an  erup- 
tion of  that  mountain  large  rocks  of  fire 
difcharged  to  the  height  of  fome  thoufand 
feet,  with  a noife  much  more  terrible  than 
that  of  thilnder.  He  meafured  from  the 

1 

time  of  their  greateft  elevation  till  they 
reached  the  ground,  and  found  they  took 
twenty-one  feconds  to  defcend  ; which, 
according  to  the  rule  of  the  fpaces,  being  as 

the 
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the  fquares  of  the  times,  amounts,  I think, 
to  upwards  of  7000  feet.  A moft  aftonifh- 
ing  height  furely,  and  requiring  a force  of 
proje&ion  beyond  what  we  have  any  con- 
ception of.  I meafured  the  height  of  the 
explofions  of  Vefuvius  by  the  fame  rule, 
and  never  obferved  any  of  the  Hones  thrown 
from  it  to  take  more  than  nine  feconds  to 
defeend,  which  fhews  they  had  rifen  to 
little  more  than  1200  feet. 

Our  landlord  at  Nicolofi  gave  us  an  ac- 
count of  the  fingular  fate  of  the  beautiful 
country  near  Hybla,  at  no  great  diftance 
from  hence.  It  was  fo  celebrated  for  its 
fertility,  and  particularly  for  its  honey,  that 
it  was  called  Mel  Pa/Ti,  till  it  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  lava  of  iEtna  ; and  having 
then  become  totally  barren,  by  a kind  of 
pun  its  name  was  changed  to  Mai  Pafli.  In 
a fecond  eruption,  by  a fhower  of  afhes 

from  the  mountain,  it  foon  re-affumed  its 

ancient 
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ancient  beauty  and  fertility ; and  for  many 
years  was  called  Bel  Paffi.  Laft  of  all,  in 
the  unfortunate  sera  of  1669,  it  was  again 
laid  under  an  ocean  of  fire,  and  reduced 
to  the  mod  wretched  fterility,  fince  which 
time  it  is  known  again  by  its  fecond  ap- 
pellation of  Mai  Paffi.  However,  the  lava, 
in  its  courfe  over  this  beautiful  country, 

has  left  feveral  little  iflands  or  hillocks; 

# 

juft  enough  to  ffiew  what  it  formerly  was. 
Thefe  make  a fingular  appearance,  in  all 
the  bloom  of  the  moft  luxuriant  vegetation, 

furrounded  and  rendered  almoft  inacceffible 

) 

by  large  fields  of  black  and  rugged  lava. 
The  mountain  from  whence  the  firft  erup- 
tion iffiied,  that  covered  the  Mel  Paffi,  is 
known  by  the  name  of  Monpelicri ; I was 
ftruck  with  its  beautiful  appearance  at  a 
diftance,  and  could  not  refift  the  defire  I 
had  of  examining  it  minutely,  as  well  as 
of  obferving  the  effedts  of  the  two  erup- 
tions that  overwhelmed  this  celebrated 
country. 


Mon- 
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Monpelieri  is  rather  of  a fpherical  than 
a conical  flhape,  and  does  not  rife  in  per- 
pendicular height  above  300  feet*  but  it  is 
fo  perfe&ly  regular  on  every  fide,  and  fo 
richly  overfpread  with  fruits  and  flowers, 
that  I could  not  leave  fo  heavenly  a fpot 
without  the  greateft  regret.  Its  cup  or  crater 
is  large  in  proportion  to  the  mountain,  and 
is  as  exactly  hollowed  out  as  the  beft  made 
bowl.  I walked  quite  round  its  outward 
edge,  and  think  the  circumference  muft  be 

# , .1 

lomewhat  more  than  a mile. 

This  mountain  was  formed  by  the  firft 
eruption  that  deftroyed  the  country  of  Mel 
Pafli,  and  is  of  a very  old  date.  It  buried 
a great  number  of  villages  and  country 
houfes;  and  particularly  two  noble  churches, 
which  are  more  regretted  than  all  the  reft, 
on  account  of  three  ftatues,  reckoned  at 
that  time  the  moft  perfect  in  the  ifland. 
They  have  attempted,  but  in  vain,  to  re- 
cover them  5 as  the  fpot  where  the  churches 

flood 
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flood  could  never  be  juftly  afcertained.  In- 
deed it  is  impoffible  it  fhould  ; for  thefe 
churches  were  built  of  lava,  which  it  is* 
well  known  is  immediately  melted,  when 
it  comes  into  contact  with  a torrent  of  new 
erupted  matter : And  Maffa  fays,  that  in 

fome  eruptions  of  iEtna,  the  lava  has 
poured  down  with  fuch  a fudden  impe- 
tuofity,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a few  hours, 
churches,  palaces,  and  villages,  have  been 
entirely  melted  down,  and  the  whole  run 
off  in  fufion,  without  leaving  the  lead  mark 
of  their  former  exiftence.  But  if  the  lava 
has  had  any  conhderable  time  to  cool,  this 
fingular  effect  never  happens. 

The  great  eruption  of  1669,  after  fhaking 
the  whole  country  around  for  four  months, 
and  forming  a very  large  mountain  of 
Hones  and  allies,  burft  out  about  a mile 
above  Monpelieri,  and  defending  like  a 
torrent,  bore  diredly  againft  the  middle  of 
that  mountain,  and  (they  pretend)  perfo- 
4 rated 
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rated  it  from  fide  to  fide  : this  however  I 
doubt,  as  it  muft  have  broken  the  regular 
form  of  the  mountain,  which  is  not  the 
cafe.  But  certain  it  is,  that  it  pierced  it  to 
a great  depth.  The  lava  then  divided  into 
two  branches;  and  furrounding  this  moun- 
tain, joined  again  on  its  fouth  fide  5 and 
laying  wafte  the  whole  country  betwixt 
that  and  Catania,  fcaled  the  walls  of  that 
city,  and  poured  its  flaming  torrent  into 
the  ocean.  In  its  way,  it  is  faid  to  have 
deflroyed  the  pofleflions  of  near  30,000 
people,  and  reduced  them  to  beggary.  It 
formed  feveral  hills  where  there  were  for- 
merly valleys,  and  filled  up  a large  lake, 
of  which  there  is  not  now  the  leaft  veftige 
to  be  feen. 

As  the  events  of  this  eruption  are  better 
known  than  any  other,  they  tell  a great 
many  fingular  ftories  of  it ; one  of  which, 
however  incredible  it  may  appear,  is  well 
afcertained.  A vineyard,  belonging  to  a 

convent 
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convent  of  Jefuits,  lay  direftly  In  its  way. 
This  vineyard  was  formed  on  an  ancient 
lava,  probably  a thin  one,  with  a number 
of  caverns  and  crevices  under  it.  The  li- 
quid lava  entering  into  thefe  caverns,  foon 
filled  them  up,  and  by  degrees  bore  up  the 
vineyard  ; and  the  Jefuits,  who  every  mo- 
ment expected  to  fee  it  buried,  beheld  with 
amazement  the  whole  field  begin  to  move 
off.  It  was  carried  on  the  furface  of  the 
lava  to  a confiderable  diftance  ; and  though 

the  greateft  part  was  deftroyed,  yet  fome 

» 

of  it  remains  to  this  day* 

We  went  to  examine  the  mouth  from 
whence  this  dreadful  torrent  iffued  ; and 
were  furprifed  to  find  it  only  a fmall  hole, 
of  about  three  or  four  yards  diameter.  The 
mountain  from  whence  it  fprung,  I think 
is  little  lefs  than  the  conical  part  of  Ve~ 
fuvius* 

There  is  a vaft  caVern  on  the  oppofite 
tide  of  it,  where  people  go  to  fhoot  wild 
Vol.  I.  N pigeons, 
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pigeons,  which  breed  there  in  great  abun* 
dance.  The  innermoft  parts  of  this  cavern 
are  fo  very  difmal  and  gloomy,  that  our 
landlord  told  us  fome  people  had  loft  their 
fenfes  from  having  advanced  too  far,  ima- 
gining they  faw  devils  and  the  fpirits  of 
the  damned  ; for  it  is  ftill  very  generally 
believed  here,  that  iEtna  is  the  mouth  of 
hell. 

We  found  a degree  of  wildnefs  and  fe- 
rocity in  the  inhabitants  of  this  mountain, 
that  I have  not  obferved  any  where-  elfe. 
It  put  me  in  mind  of  an  obfervation  the 
Padre  della  Torre  (the  hiftoriographer  of 
mount  Vefuvius)  told  me  he  had  often  made 
in  the  confines  of  Naples  ; that  in  the 
places  where  the  air  is  moft  impregnated 
with  fulphur  and  hot  exhalations,  the  peo- 
ple were  always  moft  wicked  and  vicious. 
Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  the  obfer- 
vation, the  people  about  Nicolofi  at  leaft 
feem  to  confirm  it.  The  whole  village 

6 flocked 
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flocked  round  us,  and  the  women  in  parti- 
cular abufed  us  exceedingly  ; the  caufe  of 

which  we  at  laft  found  was,  that  F ’s 

blooming  complexion  and  white  fkin  had 
made  them  take  him  for  one  of  their  own 
fex.  They  made  a great  clamour,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  we  could  appeafe  them. 
The  perforl  whom  Recupero  had  appointed 
to  accompany  us,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Cyclops  (the  man  in  the  ifland  that  is 
beft  acquainted  with  mount  ffitna),  was  or- 
dered by  them  not  to  go  with  us  ; and  if 
we  had  not  at  laft  obtained  their  confent 
by  Toothing  and  flattery,  the  beft  method 
with  women,  he  durft  not  have  diflobeyed 
them.  At  firft  we  had  been  obliged  to 
ffiut  the  gate  of  the  court,  they  were  fo 
very  noify  and  tumultuous  ; but  when  our 
landlord  (a  prieft),  for  whom  we  had  letters 
from  Catania,  allured  them  that  we  were 
Chriftians,  and  came  with  no  bad  inten- 
tions, they  became  more  moderate,  and 
we  ventured  out  amongft  them. — This  con- 

N 2 fidence 
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fidence  foon  acquired  theirs  ; and  in  a fhort 
time  we  became  good  friends,  and  had  a 
great  deal  of  converfation. 

It  was  with  much  difficulty  I could  per- 
fuadc  them  that  we  were  not  come  to  fearch 
for  hidden  treafures,  a great  quantity  of 
which  they  believe  is  to  be  found  in  Mon- 
pelieri ; and  when  I went  to  that  mountain 
they  were  then  fully  convinced  that  this 
was  our  intention.  Two  of  the  men  fol- 
lowed me,  and  kept  a clofe  eye  on  every 
ftep  that  I took  ; and  when  I lifted  any  bit 
of  lava  or  pumice,  they  came  running  up, 
thinking  it  was  fomething  very  precious  ; 
but  when  they  obferved  they  were  only  bits 
of  (tone,  and  that  I put  them  into  my 
pocket,  they  laughed  heartily,  talking  to 
one  another  in  their  mountain  jargon, 
which'  is  unintelligible  even  to  Italians. 
However,  as  moft  of  them  fpeak  Italian  fo 
as  to  be  underftood,  they  afked  me  what  I 
was  going  to  make  of  thofe  bits  of  ftone  r 

I told 
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I told  them  they  were  of  great  value  in  our 
country  ; that  the  people  there  had  a way 
of  making  gold  of  them  : At  this  they 
both  feemed  exceedingly  furprifed,  and 
fpoke  again  in  their  own  tongue.  How- 
ever, I found  they  did  not  believe  me  ; one 
of  them  told  me,  if  that  had  been  true,  I 
certainly  would  not  have  been  fo  ready  in 
telling  it : But,  faid  he,  if  it  is  fo,  we  will 
ferve  you  for  ever,  if  you  will  teach  us  that 
art ; for  then  we  fhall  be  the  richeft  people 
on  earth.  I allured  them  that  I had  not 
yet  learned  it  myfelf,  and  that  it  was  a 
fecret  known  only  to  very  few.  They  were 
like  wife  a good  deal  furpriled  to  fee  me  pull 
out  of  my  pocket  a magnetical  needle  and 
a fmall  electrometer,  which  I had  prepared 
at  Catania  to  examine  the  eleCtrical  Hate  of 
the  air  ; and  I was  at  firft  afraid  they  fhould 
have  taken  me  for  a conjuror  (which  you 
know  already  happened  amongft  the  Appe- 
nines),  but  luckily  that  idea  did  not  ftrike 
them. 

N 3 On 
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On  our  way  back  to  Nicolofi  we  were 
joined  by  three  or  four  more,  with  their 
wives.  I began  to  be  a little  afraid  of 
myfelf,  left  they  ffiould  infift  on  knowing 
the  fecret.  However,  I took  out  my  bits 
of  lava,  and  told  them  they  were  at  their 
fervice,  if  they  had  any  occafion  for  them. 
But  they  refufed  them,  faying,  they  wifhed 
to  the  Virgin  and  St.  Agatha,  that  I could 
take  away  the  whole  of  it  ; as  it  had  ruined 
the  fineft  country  in  all  Sicily. 

One  fellow,  who  a {Turned  an  air  of  fu- 
perior  wifdom  and  dignity  to  the  reft, 
made  them  form  a circle  round  him,  and 
began  to  interrogate  me  with  great  gravity 
and  compofure.  It  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  keep  my  countenance  ; but  as  I was 
alone  with  them,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
village,  I was  afraid  of  offending.  He  de- 
iired  me  to  anfwer  him  with  truth  and  pre~ 
cifion,  what  were  the  real  motives  of  our 
coming  fo  fatiguing  and  difagreeable  a 

j 

journey  ? 
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journey  ? I told  him,  on  my  word,  that 
we  had  no  other  motive  but  curiofity  to 
examine  mount  ./Etna.  On  which,  laugh- 
ing to  one  another  with  great  contempt ; 
Un  bel  ragione  quejio , non  e vero , faid  they  ; 
(a  very  pretty  reafon  truly.)  The  old  fel- 
low then  afked  me  what  country  we  were 
of.  I told  him,  we  were  Inglefe.  E dove 
loro  paefet  faid  he  ; whereabouts  does  their 
country  lie  ? I told  him  it  was  a great  way 
off,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  world.  Da 
vero , faid  the  fellow, — e credono  in  Chrijlo 
qnelli  Inglefe  ? — I told  him  (laughing)  that 
they  did.  Ah,  faid  he,  fhaking  his  head, 
mi  pare  che  non  credono  troppo . — One  of  the 
company  then  obferved,  that  he  remem- 
bered feveral  of  thefe  Inglefe,  that,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  had  paid  vifits  to  mount  ./Etna, 
and  that  they  never  yet  could  find  out  their 
motive  ; but  that  he  recolledfed  very  well, 
to  have  heard  many  of  their  old  people  fay, 
that  the  Inglefe  had  a queen  that  had  burnt 
in  the  mountain  for  many  years  paft  5 and 

N 4 that 
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that  they  fuppofed  thefe  vifits  were  made 
from  fome  devotion  or  refpedl  to  her  me-r 
mory.  I affured  them  that  the  Inglefe  had 
but  too  little  rpfpeft  for  their  queens  when 
they  were  alive,  but  that  they  never  troubled 
themfelves  about  them  after  they  were  dead  : 
however,  as  all  the  others  confirmed  this 
teftimony,  I thought  it  was  beft  to  fay  little 
againft  it ; but  I was  extremely  curious  to 
know  who  this  queen  might  be.  They 
alleged  that  1 knew  much  better  than  they  $ 
but  added,  that  her  name  was  Anna, 

I could  not  conceive  what  queen  Anne 
had  done  to  bring  her  there ; and  was 
puzzling  myfelf  to  find  it  out,  when  one 
of  them  foon  cleared  up  the  matter  ; he 
told  me  fhe  was  wife  to  a king  that  had 
been  a Chriftian,  and  that  fhe  had  made  him 
an  Heretic,  and  was  in  confequence  con- 
demned to  burn  for  ever  in  mount  iEtna. 
In  fhort,  I found  it  was  no  other  than  poor 
/Vqpe  Boloyne.  As  fopn  as  I mentioned 

the 
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the  name,  Si fignor , faid  the  fellow,  Fijlejfa , 
riftejfa , /c2  connofce  meglio  che  not.  I afked, 
if  her  hufband  was  there  too,  for  that  he 
deferved  it  much  better  than  fhe  : ficnroy 
faid  he?  and  all  his  heretic  fubje&s  too  ; 
and  if  you  are  of  that  number,  you  need 
not  be  in  fuch  a hurry  to  get  thither,  you 
will  be  fure  of  it  at  laft.  I thanked  him, 
and  went  to  join  our  company,  not  a little 
amufed  with  the  converfation. 

We  foon  after  left  Nicolofi,  and  in  an 
hour  and  a half’s  travelling,  over  barren 
afhes  and  lava,  we  arrived  on  the  confines 
of  the  Regione  Sylvofa,  or  the  Temperate 
Zone.  As  foon  as  we  entered  thefe  delight- 
ful forefts,  we  feemed  to  have  got  into  an- 
other world.  The  air,  which  before  was 
fultry  and  hot,  was  now  cool  and  refrefh- 
}ng ; and  every  breeze  was  loaded  with  a 

1 

thoufand  perfumes,  the  whole  ground  being 
covered  over  with  the  richeft  aromatic 
plants.  Many  parts  of  this  region  are  furely 

the 
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the  moll  heavenly  fpots  upon  earth  ; and  if 
iEtna  refembles  hell  within,  it  may  with 
equal  juftice  be  faid  to  refemble  paradife 
without. 

It  is  indeed  a curious  confideration,  that 
this  mountain  fhould  reunite  every  beauty 
and  every  horrour  ; and,  in  fhort,  all  the 
molt  oppofite  and  diflimilar  objedts  in  na- 
ture. Here  you  obferve  a gulph,  that  for- 
merly threw  out  torrents  of  fire,  now 
covered  with  the  moll  luxuriant  vegetation  ; 
and  from  an  objedt  of  terrour,  become  one 
of  delight.  Here  you  gather  the  mofl  deli- 
cious fruit,  rifing  from  what  was  but 
lately  a black  and  barren  rock.  Here  the 
ground  is  covered  with  every  flower  ; and 
we  wander  over  thefe  beauties,  and  con- 
template this  wildernefs  of  fvveets,  without 
confidering  that  hell,  with  all  its  terrours, 
is  immediately  under  our  feet ; and  that 
but  a few  yards  feparate  us  from  lakes  of 
liquid  fire  and  brimflone. 


But 
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But  our  aftonifhment  ftill  increafes,  on 
(Calling  our  eyes  on  the  higher  regions  of 
the  mountain.  There  we  behold,  in  per- 
petual union,  the  two  elements  that  are  at 
perpetual  war ; an  immenfe  gulph  of  fire, 
for  ever  exifting  in  the  midft  of  fnows 
which  it  has  not  powrer  to  melt  ; and  im- 
menfe fields  of  fnow  and  ice  for  ever  fur- 
rounding this  gulph  of  fire,  which  they 
have  not  power  to  extinguifh. 

The  woody  region  of  iEtna  afcends  for 
about  eight  or  nine  miles,  and  forms  a zone 
or  girdle,  of  the  brighteft  green,  all  around 
the  mountain.  This  night  we  pafled 
through  little  more  than  the  half  of  it ; 
arriving  fome  time  before  fun-fet  at  our 
lodgings,  which  was  no  other  than  a large 
cave,  formed  bv  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
and  venerable  lavas.  It  is  called  La  Spelotica 
dal  Capriole , or  the  goats  cavern,  becaufe 
frequented  by  thofe  animals  ; who  take  re- 
fuge there  in  bad  weather. 


Here 
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Here  we  were  delighted  with  the  con- 
templation of  many  grave  and  beautiful 
objects  ; the  profpedt  on  all  Tides  is  im- 
menfe  ; 'and  we  already  feem  to  be  lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  and  to  have  got  into  a 
new  world. 

Our  cavern  is  furrounded  by  the  moft 
{lately  and  majeflic  oaks  ; of  the  dry  leaves 
of  which,  we  made  very  comfortable  beds  ; 
and  with  our  hatchets,  which  we  had 
brought  on  purpofe,  we  had  cut  down  great 
branches,  and,  in  a fliort  time,  had  a fire 
large  enough  to  roaft  an  ox.  I obferved 
my  thermometer,  and  found,  from  71  at 
Nicolofi,  it  had  now  fallen  below  60.  The 
barometer  flood  at  24 : 2.  In  one  end  of 
our  cave  we  flill  found  a great  quantity  of 
fnow,  which  feemed  to  be  fent  there  on 
purpofe  for  us,  as  there  was  no  water  to  be 
found.  With  this  we  filled  our  tea-kettle, 
as  tea  and  bread  and  butter  was  the  only 
fupper  we  had  provided  ; and  probably  the 

belt 
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b eft  one  to  prevent  us  from  being  overcome 
by  fleep  or  fatigue. 

Not  a great  way  from  this  cavern,  are 
two  of  the  mod  beautiful  mountains  of  all 
that  number  that  fpring  from  Atna.  I 
mounted  one  of  our  heft  mules,  and  with 
a good  deal  of  difficulty  arrived  at  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  higheft  of  them,  juft  a little 
before  fun-fet.  The  profpedt  of  Sicily, 
with  the  furrounding  fea  and  all  its  ifiands, 
was  wonderfully  noble.  The  whole  courfe 
of  the  river  Semetus,  the  ruins  of  Hybla, 
and  feveral  other  ancient  towns  ; the  rich 
corn-fields  and  vineyards  on  the  lower 
region  of  the  mountain,  and  the  amazing 
number  of  beautiful  mountains  below, 
made  a delightful  fcene.  The  hollow  cra- 
ters of  thefe  two  mountains  are  each  of 
them  confiderably  larger  than  that  of  Ve- 
fuvius.  They  are  now  filled  with  Lately 
oaks,  and  covered  to  a great  depth  with, 
the  richeft  foil.  I obferved  that  this  region 

of 
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of  iEtna,  like  the  former,  is  compofed  o* 
lava  ; but  this  is  now  covered  fo  deep  with 
earth,  that  it  is  no  where  to  be  feen,  but  ill 
the  beds  of  the  torrents.  In  many  of  thefe 
it  is  worn  down  by  the  water  to  the  depth 
of  fifty  or  fxty  feet,  and  in  one  of  them 
fill  confiderably  more. — What  an  idea  does  ' 
not  this  give  of  the  amazing  antiquity  of  the 
eruptions  of  this  mountain  ! 

As  foon  as  it  was  dark  we  retired  to  our 
cave,  and  took  poffefiion  of  our  bed  of 
leaves.  Our  ref,  however,  was  fomewhat 
difurbcd  by  the  noile  of  a mountain  that 
lay  a good  way  off  on  our  right.  It  dif- 
charged  quantities  of  fmoke,  and  made  fe- 
veral  explofions  like  heavy  cannon  at  a di- 
f ancc ; but  what  is  fngular,  we  could 
obferve  no  appearance  of  fire.* — This  mounA 
tain  was  formed  by  an  eruption  in  1766, 
now  upwards  of  four  years  ago  ; the  fire  of 
which  is  not  yet  extinguifhed,  neither  is 
the  lava  by  any  means  cold.  This  lava 

fpent 
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fpent  its  fury  on  a delightful  foreft,  which 
it  laid  wafte  to  the  extent  of  a good  many 
miles.  In  many  places  it  has  run  into 
gullies  of  a great  depth,  which  it  has  filled 
up,  to  the  height,  we  are  told,  of  200  feet. 
It  is  in  thefe  places  where  it  retains  the 
greateft  heat.  On  our  road  to-day  we 
fcrambled  up  this  lava,  and  went  a con- 
fiderable  way  over  its  furface,  which  ap- 
peared perfectly  cold  ; but  it  is  certain,  that 
in  many  places  it  flill  emits  volumes  of 
finoke,  particularly  after  rain  ; and  the 
people  fay,  what  I can  readily  believe,  that 
this  will  continue  to  be  the  cafe  for  fome 
years,  where  the  lava  is  thickeft.  A folid 
body  of  fire  fome  hundreds  of  feet  thick, 
and  of  fo  great  an  .extent,  muft  certainly 
retain  its  heat  for  many  years.  The  fur- 
face  indeed  foon  becomes  black  and  hard, 
and  inclofes  the  liquid  fire  within,  in  a kind 
of  folid  box,  excluding  all  imprefiions 
from  the  external  air  or  from  the  weather. 
Thus  I have  feen,  many  months  after 
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eruptions  of  mount  Vefuvius,  a bed  of  lava7 
though  only  of  a few  feet  thick,  has  con- 
tinued red  hot  in  the  center  long  after  the 
furface  was  cold  ; and  a ftick  thruft  into  its 
crevices,  inftantly  took  fire,  although  there 
was  no  perceptible  heat  without. 

Maffa,  a Sicilian  author  of  credit,  fays,, 
he  was  at  Catania  eight  years  after  the  great 
eruption  in  1669,  and  that  he  ftill  found 
the  lava  iii  many  places  was  not  cold  : But 
there  Is  an  eafy  method  of  Calculating  the 
time  that  bodies  take  to  cool : — Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  I think,  in  his  account  of  the 
comet  of  1680,  fuppofes  the  times  to  be  as 
the  fquares  of  their  diameters  ; and  finding 
that  a folid  ball  of  metal  of  two  inches, 
made  red  hot,  required  upwards  of  an  hour 
to  become  perfectly  cold,  made  the  calcu- 
lation from  that  to  a body  of  the  diameter 
of  the  earth,  and  found  it  would  require 
upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  years.  If 
this  rule  be  juft,  you  may  eafily  compute 

the 
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the  time  that  the  lava  will  take  to  become 
thoroughly  cold ; and  that  you  may  have 
time  to  do  fo,  I fhall  here  break  off  my 
letter,  which  I am  obliged  to  write  in  bed, 
in  a very  awkward  and  difagreeable  pofture; 
the  caufe  of  which  fhall  be  explained  to  you 
in  my  next.  Adieu. 

Ever  yours. 


VO L.  I. 


o 
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LETTER  X. 


Catania,  May  29th,  at  night. 

A FTER  getting  a comfortable  nap  on 
our  bed  of  leaves  in  the  Spelonca  del 
Capriole,  we  awoke  about  eleven  o’clock ; 
and  melting  down  a luflicient  quantity  of 
fnow,  we  boiled  our  tea-kettle,  and  made 
a hearty  meal,  to  prepare  us  for  the  re- 
maining part  of  our  expedition.  We  were 
nine  in  number  ; for  we  had  our  three 
fervants,  the  Cyclops  (our  condudor),  and 
two  men  to  take  care  of  our  mules.  The 
Cyclops  now  began  to  difplay  his  great 
knowledge  of  the  mountain,  and  we  fol- 
lowed him  with  implicit  confidence.  He 
conduded  us  over  “ Antres  vafi:  and  De- 
“ ferts  wild,”  where  fcarce  Jiuman  foot  had 
ever  trod.  Sometimes  through  gloomy 
forefts,  which  by  day-light  were  delight- 
13  ful; 
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ful ; but  now,  from  the  univerfal  darknefs* 
the  ruftling  of  the  trees  ; the  heavy,  dull, 
bellowing  of  the  mountain ; the  vaft  ex- 
panfe  of  ocean  ftretched  at  an  immenfe 
diftance  below  us  ; infpired  a kind  of  awful 
horror.  Sometimes  we  found  ourfelves 
afcendiilg  great  rocks  of  lava,  where,  if 
our  mules  fhouid  make  but  a falle  ftep,  we 
might  be  thrown  headlong  over  the  preci- 
pice. However,  by  the  affiftance  of  the 
Cyclops,  we  overcame  all  thefe  difficulties ; 
and  he  managed  matters  fo  well,  that  in 
the  fpace  of  two  hours  we  found  we  had 
got  above  the  regions  of  vegetation  ; and 
had  left  the  forefts  of  iEtna  far  behind, 
Thefe  appeared  now  like  a dark  and 
gloomy  gulph  below  us,  that  furrounded 
the  mountain. 

The  profpecff  before  us  was  of  a very 
different  nature ; we  beheld  an  expanfe  of 

s 

fnow  and  ice  that  alarmed  us  exceedingly, 
and  almoft  ftaggered  our  refolution.  In 
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the  center  of  this,  but  ftill  at  a great  dis- 
tance, we  defcried  the  high  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  rearing  its  tremendous  head, 
and  vomiting  out  torrents  of  fmoke.  It  in- 
deed appeared  altogether  inacceffible,  from 
the  vaft  extent  of  the  fields  of  fnow  and 
ice  that  furrounded  it.  Our  diffidence  was 
Hill  increafed  by  the  fentiments  of  the 
Cyclops.  He  told  us,  it  often  happened, 
that  the  furface  of  the  mountain  being  hot 
below,  melted  the  fnow  in  particular  fpots, 
and  formed  pools  of  water,  where  it  was 
impoffible  to  forefee  our  danger  ; that  it 
likewife  happened,  that  the  furface  of  the 
water,  as  well  as  the  fnow,  was  fometimes 
covered  with  black  allies,  that  rendered  it 
exceedingly  deceitful ; that  however,  if  we 
thought  proper,  he  would  lead  us  on  with 
as  much  caution  as  poffible.  Accordingly, 
after  holding  a council  of  war,  which  you 
know  people  generally  do  when  they  are 
very  much  afraid,  we  detached  our  cavalry 
to  the  foreft  below,  and  prepared  to  climb 
4 the 
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the  fnows.  The  Cyclops,  after  taking  a 
great  draught  of  brandy,  defired  us  to  be 
of  good  cheer;  that  we  had  plenty  of  time, 
and  might  take  as  many  reds  as  we  pleafed. 
That  the  fnow  could  be  little  more  than 
feven  miles,  and  that  we  certainly  fhould 
be  able  to  pafs  it  before  fun-rife.  Accord- 
ingly, taking  each  of  us  a dram  of  liqueur, 
which  foon  removed  every  objection,  we 
began  our  march. 

/ 

■ I 

The  afcent  for  fome  time  was  not  deep; 
and  as  the  furface  of  the  fnow  funk  a little, 
we  had  tolerable  good  footing  ; but  as  it 
foon  began  to  grow  deeper,  we  found  our 
labour  greatly  increafe  : however,  we  de- 
termined to  perfevere,  calling  to  mind,  in 
the  midd  of  our  labour,  that  the  emperor 
Adrian  and  the  philofopher  Plato  had  un- 
dergone the  fame ; and  from  the  fame  mo- 
tive too,  to  fee  the  rifing  fun  from  the 
top  of  iEtna.  After  incredible  labour  and 
fatigue,  but  at  the  fame  time  mixed  with 

O 3 a great 
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a great  deal  of  pleafure,  we  arrived  before 
dawn  at  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  ftrudiure, 
called  II  Torre  del  Filofofo , fuppofed  to 
have  been  built  by  the  philofopher  Empe- 
docles, who  took  up  his  habitation  here 
the  better  to  ftudy  the  nature  of  mount 
iEtna.  By  others  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ruins  of  a temple  of  Vulcan,  whofe  fhop, 
all  the  world  knows  (where  he  ufed  to  make 
excellent  thunderbolts  and  celeftial  armour, 
as  well  as  nets  to  catch  his  wife  when  fire 
went  aftray),  was  ever  kept  in  mount  iEtna. 
Here  we  refted  ourfelves  for  forne  time, 
and  made  a frefh  application  to  our  liqueur 
bottle,  which  I am  perfuaded,  both  Vulcan 
and  Empedocles,  had  they  been  here,  would 
have  greatly  approved  of  after  fuch  a 
march, 

I found  the  mercury  had  fallen  to  20  : 6. 
We  had  now  time  to  pay  our  adorations  in 
a filent  contemplation  of  the  fublime  ob- 

i s » 

je&s  of  nature.  The  fky  was  clear,  and 

the 
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the  immenfe  vault  of  the  heavens  appeared 
in  awful  majefty  and  fplendour.  We  found 
ourfelves  more  ftruck  with  veneration  than 
below,  and  at  firft  were  at  a lofs  to  know 
the  caufe ; till  we  obferved  with  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  the  number  of  ftars  feemed  to 
be  infinitely  increafed ; and  the  light  of 
each  of  them  appeared  brighter  than  ufuah 
The  whitenefs  of  the  milky  way  was  like 
a pure  flame  that  fhot  acrofs  the  heavens ; 
and  with  the  naked  eye  we  could  obferve 
clufters  of  ftars  that  were  invifible  in  the 
regions  below.  We  did  not  at  firft  attend 
to  the  caufe,  nor  recoiled!  that  we  had  now 
pafled  through  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  feet 
of  grofs  vapour,  that  blunts  and  confufes 
every  ray,  before  it  reaches  the  furface  of 
the  earth.  We  were  amazed  at  the  dif- 
tin&nefs  of  vifion,  and  exclaimed  together. 
What  a glorious  fituation  for  an  obferva- 
tory ! had  Empedocles  had  the  eyes  of 
Gallileo,  what  difcoveries  muft  lie  not  have 
made!  We  regretted  that  Jupiter  was  not 

O 4 vifible, 


200 


A TOUR  THROUGH 


vifible,  as  I am  perfuaded  we  might  have 
difcovered  fome  of  his  fatellites  with  the 
naked  eye,  or  at  leaft  with  a fmall  glafs 
which  I had  in  my  pocket.  We  obferved 
a light  a great  way  below  us  on  the  moun- 
tain, which  feemed  to  move  amongft  the 
forefts,  but  whether  an  Ignis  Fatuus,  or 
what  it  was,  I fhall  not  pretend  to  fay. 
We  like  wife  took  notice  of  feveral  of  thofe 
meteors  called  Falling  Stars,  which  {till  ap- 
peared to  be  as  much  elevated  above  us,  as 
when  feen  from  the  plain ; fo  that  in  all 
probability,  thofe  bodies  move  in  regions 
much  beyond  the  bounds  that  fome  philofo- 
pliers  have  affigned  to  our  atmofphere. 

After  contemplating  thefe  objedts  for 
fome  time,  we  fet  off,  and  foon  after  ar- 
rived at  the  foot  of  the  great  crater  of  the 
mountain.  This  is  of  an  exadt  conical 
figure,  and  rifes  equally  on  all  Tides.  It 
is  compofed  folely  of  afhes  and  other  burnt 
materials,  difeharged  from  the  mouth  of 

the 
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the  volcano,  which  is  in  its  center.  This 
conical  mountain  is  of  a very  great  fize  : 
its  circumference  cannot  be  lefs  than  ten 
miles.  Here  we  took  a fecond  reft,  as  the 
greateft  part  of  our  fatigue  ftill  remained. 
The  mercury  had  fallen  to  20  : 4*-. — We 
found  this  mountain  exceffively  deep  ; and 
although  it  had  appeared  black,  yet  it  was 
likewife  covered  with  fnow,  but  the  fur- 
face  (luckily  for  us)  was  fpread  over  with 
a pretty  thick  layer  of  afhes,  thrown  out 
from  the  crater.  Had  it  not  been  for  this, 
we  never  fhould  have  been  able  to  get  to 
the  top  ; as  the  fnow  was  every  where 
frozen  hard  and  folid,  from  the  piercing 
cold  of  the  air. 

In  about  an  hour’s  climbing,  we  arrived 
at  a place  where  there  was  no  fnow ; and 
where  a wrarm  and  comfortable  vapour 
ilfued  from  the  mountain,  which  induced 
us  to  make  another  halt.  Here  I found 
the  mercury  at  19  : 6%  The  thermo- 
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meter  was  fallen  three  degrees  below  the 
point  of  congelation  ; and  before  we  left 
the  fummit  of  fEtna,  it  fell  two  degrees 
more,  viz.  to  27. — From  this  fpot  it  was 
only  about  300  yards  to  the  higheft  fummit 
of  the  mountain,  where  we  arrived  in  full 
time,  to  lee  the  mod  wonderful  and  moil 
fublime  fight  in  nature. 

But  here  defcription  mud  ever  fall  diort ; 
for  no  imagination  has  dared  to  form  an 
idea  of  fo  glorious  and  fo  magnificent  a 
fcene.  Neither  is  there  on  the  furface  of 
this  globe,  any  one  point  that  unites  fo 
many  awful  and  fublime  objedfs.^ — The 
immenfe  elevation  from  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  drawn  as  it  were  to  a fingle 
point,  without  any  neighbouring  moun- 
tain for  the  fenfes  and  imagination  to  red 
upon,  and  recover  from  their  adonifhment 
in  their  way  down  to  the  world.  This 
point  or  pinacle,  raifed  on  the  brink  of  a 
bottomlefs  gulph,  as  old  as  the  world,  often 

difcharging 
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difcharging  rivers  of  fire,  and  throwing 
out  burning  rocks,  with  a noife  that  fhakes 
the  whole  ifland.  Add  to  this,  the  un- 
bounded extent  of  the  profpedl,  compre- 
hending the  greatefl  diveriity  and  the  mofl 
beautiful  fcenery  in  nature  ; with  the  rifing 
fun,  advancing  in  the  eaft,  to  illuminate 
the  wondrous  fcene. 

The  whole  atmofphere  by  degrees  kin- 
dled up,  and  fhewed  dimly  and  faintly  the 
boundlefs  profpedl  around.  Both  fea  and 
land  looked  dark  and  confufed,  as  if  only 
emerging  from  their  original  chaos  ; and 
light  and  darknefs  feemed  Hill  undivided  ; 
till  the  morning  by  degrees  advancing, 
completed  the  feparation.  The  liars  are 
extinguifhed,  and  the  fhades  difappear. 
The  forefts,  which  but  now  feemed  black 
and  bottomlefs  gulphs,  from  whence  no 
ray  was  reflected  to  fhew  their  form  or 
colours,  appear  a new  creation  rifing  to 
the  fight ; catching  life  and  beauty  from 

every 
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every  increafing  beam.  The  fcene  hill  en- 
larges, and  the  horizon  feems  to  widen  and 
expand  iifelf  on  all  Tides  ; till  the  Sun,  like 
the  great  Creator,  appears  in  the  eaft,  and 
with  his  plaflic  ray  completes  the  mighty 
fcene. — All  appears  enchantment  ; and  it  . 
is  with  difficulty  we  can  believe  we  are 
ftill  on  earth.  The  fenfes,  unaccuftomed 
to  the  fublimity  of  fuch  a fcene,  are  bewil- 
dered and  confounded  ; and  it  is  not  till 
after  fome  time,  that  they  are  capable  of 
feparating  and  judging  of  the  objects  that 
compofe  it. — The  body  of  the  Sun  is  feen 
riling  from  the  ocean,  immenfe  tracks 
both  of  Tea  and  land  intervening  ; the 
illands  of  Lipari,  Panari,  Alicudi,  Strom- 
bolo,  and  Volcano,  with  their  fmoking 
fummits,  appear  under  your  feet  ; and  you 
look  down  on  the  whole  of  Sicily  as  on  a 
map  : and  can  trace  every  river  through 
all  its  windings,  from  its  fource  to  its 
mouth.  The  view  is  abfolutely  boundlefs 
on  every  fide  ; nor  is  there  any  one  obje£f, 
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within  the  circle  of  vifion,  to  interrupt 
it ; fo  that  the  fight  is  every  where  loft 
in  the  immenfity : and  I am  perfuaded 
it  is  only  from  the  imperfection  of  our 
organs,  that  the  coafts  of  Africa,  and  even 
of  Greece,  are  not  difcovered,  as  they  are 
certainly  above  the  horizon.  The  circum- 
ference of  the  vifible  horizon  on  the  top 
of  iEtna  cannot  be  lefs  than  2000  miles  : 
At  Malta,  which  is  near  200  miles  diftant, 
they  perceive  all  the  eruptions  from  the 
fecond  region  ; and  that  ifland  is  often 
difcovered  from  about  one  half  the  ele- 
vation of  the  mountain  ; fo  that  at  the 
whole  elevation,  the  horizon  muft  extend 
to  near  double  that  diftance,  or  400  miles, 
which  makes  800  for  the  diameter  of  the 
circle,  and  2400  for  the  circumference. 
But  this  is  by  much  too  vaft  for  our  fenfes, 
not  intended  to  grafp  fo  boundlefs  a fcene. 
I find,  indeed,  by  fome  of  the  Sicilian  au- 
thors, particularly  Mafia,  that  the  African 
coaft,  as  well  as  that  of  Naples,  with 

many 
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many  of  its  iilands,  have  been  difcovetecf 
from  the  top  of  iEtna.  Of  this,  however, 
we  cannot  boaft,  though  we  can  very  well 
believe  it.  Indeed,  if  we  knew  the  height 
of  the  mountain,  it  would  be  eafy  to  cal- 
culate the  extent  of  its  vifible  horizon  ; and 
( vice  verfa ) if  its  vifible  horizon  was  ex- 
actly afcertained,  it  would  be  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  calculate  the  height  of  the  moun- 
tain.— But  the  moft  beautiful  part  of  the 
fcene  is  certainly  the  mountain  itfelf ; the 
ifland  of  Sicily,  and  the  numerous  iflands 
lying  round  it.  All  thefe,  by  a kind  of 
magic  in  vifion,  that  I am  at  a lofs  to  ac- 
count for,  feem  as  if  they  were  brought 
clofe  round  the  fkirts  of  iEtna ; the  di- 
ftances  appearing  reduced  to  nothing. — Per- 
haps this  Angular  effedt  is  produced  by  the 
rays  of  light  paffing  from  a rarer  medium 
into  a denfer ; which  (from  a well-known 
law  in  optics)  to  an  obferver  in  the  rare 
medium,  -appears  to  lift  up  the  objedts  that 
are  at  the  bottom  of  the  denfe  one  ; as  a 

piece 
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piece  of  money  placed  in  a bafon  appears 
lifted  up  as  foon  as  the  bafon  is  filled  with 
water. 

The  Regione  Deferta , or  the  frigid  zone 
of  iEtna,  is  the  firft  object  that  calls  your 
attention.  It  is  marked  out  by  a circle  of 
Low  and  ice,  which  extends  on  all  fides  to 
the  diftance  of  about  eight  miles.  In  the 
center  of  this  circle,  the  great  crater  of  the 
mountain  rears  its  burning  head  5 and  the 
regions  of  intenfe  cold  and  of  intenfe  heat 
feem  for  ever  to  be  united  in  the  fame  point. 

- — On  the  north  fide  of  the  fnowy  region, 
they  afiure  us,  there  are  feveral  fmall  lakes 
that  are  never  thawed  ; and  that  in  many 
places,  the  fnow,  mixed  with  the  allies 
and  falts  of  the  mountain,  is  accumulated 
to  a vaft  depth  : And  indeed  I fuppofe  the 
quantity  of  falts  contained  in  this  moun- 
tain, is  one  great  reafon  of  the  prefervation 
of  its  fnows, — ’The  Regione  Deferta  is  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  fucceeded  by  the  Sylvofa , or 
the  woody  region  ; which  forms  a circle 
or  girdle  of  the  mod  beautiful  green,  which 
furrounds  the  mountain  on  all  Tides,  and  is 
certainly  one  of  the  mod  delightful  fpots 
on  earth.  This  prefents  a remarkable  con- 
trad  with  the  defert  region.  It  is  not 
fmooth  and  even,  like  the  greated  part  of 
the  latter ; but  it  is  finely  variegated  by  an 
infinite  number  of  thofe  beautiful  little 
mountains  that  have  been  formed  by  the 
different  eruptions  of  iEtna.  All  thefe 
have  now  acquired  a wonderful  degree  of 
fertility,  except  a very  few  that  are  but 
newly  formed  ; that  is,  within  thefe  five 
or  fix  hundred  years  : For  it  certainly 

requires  fome  thoufands  to  bring  them  to 
their  greated  degree  of  perfection.  We 
looked  down  into  the  craters  of  thefe, 
and  attempted,  but  in  vain,  to  number 
them. 


The 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  ^69 

The  circumference  of  this  zone  or  great 
circle  on  iEtna  is  not  lefs  than  70  or  8cT 
miles.  It  is  every  where  fucceeded  by  the 
vineyards,  orchards,  and  corn-fields  that 
compofe  the  Rcgione  Culla , or  the  fertile 
region.  This  laft  zone  is  much  broader 
than  the  others,  and  extends  on  all  fides  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Its  whole  cir- 
cumference, according  to  Recupero,  is  183 
miles.  It  is  likewife  covered  with  a number 
of  little  conical  and  fpherical  mountains, 
and  exhibits  a wonderful  variety  of  forms 
and  colours,  and  makes  a delightful  con- 
trail with  the  other  two  regions.  It  is 
bounded  by  the  fea  to  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
eaft,  and  on  all  its  other  fides  by  the  rivers 
Semetus  and  Alcantara,  which  run  almofi: 
round  it.  The  whole  courfe  of  thefe  rivers 
is  feen  at  once,  and  all  their  beautiful  wind- 
ings  through  thefe  fertile  valleys,  looked 
upon  as  the  favourite  poffefiion  of  Ceres 
herfelf,  and  the  very  fcene  of  the  rape  of 
her  daughter  Proferpinc. 

Vo L,  I.  P 
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Call  your  eyes  a little  farther,  and  you 
embrace  the  whole  ifland,  and  fee  all  its 
cities,  rivers,  and  mountains,  delineated  in 
the  great  chart  of  Nature:  all  the  adjacent 
iflands,  the  whole  coafl  of  Italy,  as  far  as 
your  eye  can  reach;  for  it  is  no  where 
bounded,  but  every  where  loft  in  the  fpace. 
On  the  fun’s  firft  rifing,  the  fhadow  of  the 
mountain  extends  acrofs  the  whole  ifland, 
and  makes  a large  track  vifible  even  in  the 
fea  and  in  the  air.  By  degrees  this  is 
fhortened,  and,  in  a little  time,  is  confined 
only  to  the  neighbourhood  of  iEtna. 

We  now  had  time  to  examine  a fourth 
region  of  this  wonderful  mountain,  very 
different,  indeed,  from  the  others,  and 
productive  of  very  different  fenfations  ; but 
which  has,  undoubtedly,  given  being  to 
all  the  reft ; I mean  the  region  of  fire. 

The  prefent  crater  of  this  immenfe  vol- 
cano is  a circle  of  about  three  miles  and  a 

half 
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half  In  circumference.  It  goes  fhelving 
down  on  each  fide,  and  forms  a regular 
hollow  like  a vaft  amphitheatre.  From 
many  places  of  this  fpace,  iffiie  volumes  of 
fulphureous  fmoke,  which,  being  much 
heavier  than  the  circumambient  air,  inftead 
of  rifing  in  it,  as  fmoke  generally  does, 
immediately  on  its  getting  out  of  the  cra- 
ter, rolls  down  the  fide  of  the  mountain 
like  a torrent,  till  coming  to  that  part  of 
the  atmofphere  of  the  fame  fpecific  gravity 
with  itfelf,  it  fhoots  off  horizontally,  and 
forms  a large  track  in  the  air,  according  to 
the  dire&ion  of  the  wind  ; which,  happily 
for  us,  carried  it  exactly  to  the  fide  oppo- 
fite  to  that  where  we  were  placed.  The 
crater  is  fo  hot,  that  it  is  very  dangerous, 
if  not  impoffible,  to  go  down  into  it  5 be- 
fides,  the  fmoke  is  very  incommodious, 
and,  in  many  places,  the  furface  is  fo  foft, 
there  have  been  inftances  of  people  fink- 
ing down  in  it,  and  paying  for  their  teme- 
rity with  their  lives.  Near  the  centre  of 

P a the 


212  A TOUR  THROUGH 


the  crater  is  the  great  mouth  of  the  vol- 
cano. That  tremendous  gulph  fo  cele- 
brated in  all  ages,  looked  upon  as  the  terror 
and  fcourge  both  of  this  and  another  life ; 
and  equally  ufeful  to  ancient  poets,  or  to 
modern  divines,  when  the  Mufe,  or  when 
the  Spirit  infpires.  We  beheld  it  with 
awe  and  with  horror,  and  w~ere  not  fur- 
prifed  that  it  had  been  confidered  as  the 
place  of  the  damned.  When  we  reflect  on 
the  immenfity  of  its  depth,  the  vaft  cells 

» 

and  caverns  whence  fo  many  lavas  have 
iflued ; the  force  of  its  internal  fire,  to 
raife  up  thofe  lavas  to  fo  vail  a height,  to 
fupport  it  as  it  wTere  in  the  air,  and  even 
force  it  over  the  very  fummit  of  the  crater, 
with  all  the  dreadful  accompaniments  ; the 
boiling  of  the  matter,  the  fhaking  of  the 

i 

mountain,  the  explofions  of  flaming  rocks, 
<yc.  we  muft  allow,  that  the  mod  enthu- 
fiaflic  imagination,  in  the  midfl:  of  all  its 

V 

terrors,  hardly  ever  formed  an  idea  of  a hell 
more  dreadful. 


It 
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It  was  writh  a mixture  both  of  pleafure 
and  pain,  that  we  quitted  this  awful  fcene. 
But  the  wind  had  arifen  very  high,  and 

clouds  began  to  gather  round  the  moun- 

\ 

tain : In  a fhort  time  they  formed  like  an- 
other heaven  below  us,  and  we  were  in 
hopes  of  feeing  a thunder-dorm  under  our 
feet : a fcene  that  is  not  uncommon  in 
thefe  exalted  regions,  and  which  I have 
already  feen  on  the  top  of  the  high  Alps : 
but  the  clouds  were  foon  difpelled  again 
by  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  we  were 
difappointed  in  our  expectations. 

I had  often  been  told  of  the  great  effeCI 
produced  by  difcharging  a gun  on  the  top 
of  high  mountains.  I tried  it  here,  whe’n 
vre  were  a good  deal  furprifed  to  find,  that 
inftead  of  increafing  the  found,  it  wras  ai- 
med reduced  to  nothing.  The  report  was 
not  equal  to  that  of  a pocket-pidol : we 
compared  it  to  the  droke  of  a dick  on  a 
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door ; and  furely  it  is  confident  with  reafon* 
that  the  thinner  the  air  is,  the  lefs  its  impref- 
fion  mud  he  on  the  ear ; for  in  a vacuum 
there  can  be  no  noife,  or  no  impredion  can 
be  made  ; and  the  nearer  the  approach  to  a 
vacuum,  the  impredion  mud  always  be  the 
fmaller.  Where  thofe  great  effects  have 
been  produced,  it  mud  have  been  amongd 
a number  of  mountains,  where  the  found 
is  reverberated  from  one  to  the  other. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  cone, 
we  obferved  fome  rocks  of  an  incredible 
fize,  that  have  been  difeharged  from  the 
crater.  The  larged  that  has  been  obferved 
from  Vefuvius,  is  a round  one  of  about 
twelve  feet  diameter.  -Thefe  are  much 
greater  ; indeed  almod  in  proportion  of  the 
mountains  to  each  other. 

/ 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Torre  del  Filofo- 
fo,  we  could  not  help  admiring,  that  the 

ruins 
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rnins  of  this  ftrudture  have  remained  un- 
covered for  fo  many  ages,  fo  near  the  top 
of  iEtna,  when  thoufands  of  places  at  a 
great  diftance  from  it,  have  been  repeatedly 

buried  by  its  lavas,  in  a much  fhorter  time. 

m / ^ » 

A proof  that  few  eruptions  have  rifen  fo 
high  in  the  mountain. 

Empedocles  was  a native  of  Agrigentum, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  died  400  years  be- 
fore the  Chriftian  sera.  Perhaps  his  vanity 
more  than  his  philofophy  led  him  to  this 
elevated  fituation  ; nay,  it  is  faid  to  have 
carried  him  hill  much  farther : — That  he 
might  be  looked  upon  as  a god,  and  that 
the  people  might  fuppofe  he  was  taken  up 

4 

to  heaven,  he  is  recorded  to  have  thrown 
himfelf  headlong  into  the  great  gulph  of 
mount  iEtna,  never  fuppofing  that  his  death 
could  be  difcovered  to  mankind ; but  the 
treacherous  mountain  threw  out  his  flip- 
pers, which  were  of  brafs,  and  announced 
to  the  world  the  fate  of  the  philofopher, 

P 4 who, 
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who,  by  his  death,  as  well  as  life,  wanted 
only  to  impofe  upon  mankind,  and  make 
them  believe  that  he  was  greater  than  they. 

However,  if  there  is  fuch  a thing  as 
philofophy  on  earth,  this  furely  ought  to 
be  its  feat.  The  profpedt  is  little  inferior 
to  that  from  the  fummit ; and  the  mind 
enjoys  a degree  of  ferenity  here,  that  even- 
few  philofophers,  I believe,  could  ever 
boaft  of  on  that  tremendous  point. — All 
Nature  lies  expanded  below  your  feet,  in 
her  gayefl:  and  moft  luxuriant  drefs,  and 
you  Hill  behold  united  under  one  point  of 
view,  all  the  feafons  of  the  year,  and  all 
the  climates  of  the  earth.  The  meditations 
are  ever  elevated  in  proportion  to  the 
grandeur  and  lublimity  of  the  objects  that 
furround  us ; and  here,  where  you  have 
all  Nature  to  aroufe  your  admiration,  what; 
mind  can  remain  inactive  ? 

0 

i ' 

It  has  likewife  been  cbferved,  and  from 
experience  I can  fay  with  truth,  that  on  the 

tops 
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tops  of  the  higheft  mountains,  where  the 
air  is  fo  pure  and  refined,  and  where  there 
is  not  that  immenfe  weight  of  grofs  vapours 
prefling  upon  the  body,  the  mind  ads 
with  greater  freedom,  and  all  the  fundions 
both  of  foul  and  body  are  performed  in  a 
fuperior  manner.  It  would  appear,  that  in 
proportion  as  we  are  raifed  above  the  habi- 
tations of  men,  all  low  and  vulgar  fenti- 
ments  are  left  behind  ; and  that  the  foul, 
in  approaching  the  setherial  regions,  fhakes 
off  its  earthly  affedions,  and  already  ac- 
quires fomething  of  their  celeftial  purity. — 
Mere,  where  you  Hand  under  a ferene  Iky, 
and  behold,  with  equal  ferenity,  the  tem- 
ped and  ftorm  forming  below  your  feet ; 
the  lightning  darting  from  cloud  to  cloud, 
and  the  thunder  rolling  round  the  moun- 
tain, and  threatening  with  deflrudion  the 
poor  wretches  below  ; the  mind  confiders 
the  little  ftorms  of  the  human  paflions  as 
equally  below  her  notice. — Surely  the  fitu- 
ation  alone  is  enough  to  infpire  philofo- 

phys 
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phy,  and  Empedocles  had  good  reafon  for 
chufing  it. 

Rut,  alas  ! how  vain  are  all  our  reafon- 
ings  ! In  the  very  midft  of  thefe  medi- 
tations, my  philofophy  was  at  once  overfet, 
and  in  a moment  I found  myfelf  relapfed 
into  a poor  mifcrable  mortal  ; was  obliged 
to  own,  that  pain  was  the  grcatcft  of  evils; 
and  would  have  given  the  world  to  have 
been  once  more  arrived  at  thofe  humble 
habitations,  which  but  a moment  before 
I had  looked  down  upon  with  fuch  con- 
tempt.— In  running  over  the  ice,  my  leg 
folded  under  me,  and  I received  fo  violent 
a fprain,  that  in  a few  minutes  it  fwelled 
to  a great  degree,  and  I found  myfelf  un- 
able to  put  my  foot  to  the  ground.  Every 
mufcle  and  fibre  was  at  that  time  chilled 

r 

and  froze  by  the  extreme  cold,  the  ther- 
mometer continuing  hill  below  the  point 
of  congelation.  It  was  this  circumftance, 
I fuppofe,  that  made  the  pain  fo  violent ; 

for 
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for  I lay  a confiderable  time  on  the  ice  in 
great  agony : However,  in  thefe  exalted 
regions,  it  was  impoflible  to  have  a horfe, 
or  a carriage  of  any  kind ; and  your  poor 

philofopher  was  obliged  to  hop  on  one  leg, 

* 

with  two  men  fupporting  him,  for  feveral 
miles  over  the  fnow;  and  our  wags  here 
allege,  that  he  left  the  greateft  part  of  his 
philofophy  behind  him,  for  the  ufe  of  Em- 
pedocles’s heirs  and  fucceflors. 

I was  happy  to  get  to  my  mule,  but 
when  I once  more  found  myfelf  on  our 
bed  of  leaves  in  the  Spelonca  del  Capriole, 
I thought  I was  in  Paradife:  fo  true  it  is, 
that  a removal  of  pain  is  the  greateft  of 
pleafuretf.  The  agony!  fuffered,  had  thrown 
me  into  a profufe  fweat  and  a fever  : how- 
ever, in  an  inftant  I fell  faft  afleep,  and  in 
an  hour  and  a half  awaked  in  perfect 
health.  We  had  an  excellent  difh  of  tea, 
the  moft  refrefhimg  and  agreeable  I ever 
drank  in  all  my  life* 


We 
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We  left  the  fummit  of  the  mountain 
about  fix  o’clock,  and  it  was  eight  at  night 
before  we  reached  Catania. — We  obferved, 
both  with  pleafure  and  pain,  the  change  of 
the  climate  as  we  delcended. — From  the 
regions  of  the  moft  rigid  winter,  we  foon 
arrived  at  thofe  of  the  moft  delightful 
fpring.  On  firft  entering  the  forefts,  the 
trees  were  ftill  bare  as  in  December,  not  a 
fingle  leaf  to  be  fcen  ; but  after  we  had 
dcfcended  a few  miles,  we  found  ourfelves 
in  the  mildeft  and  the  fofteft  of  climates ; 
the  trees  in  full  verdure,  and  the  fields  co- 
vered with  all  the  flowers  of  the  fummer ; 
but  as  foon  as  we  got  out  of  the  woods,  and 
entered  the  torrid  zone,  we  found  the 
heats  altogether  infupportable,  and  luffered 
dreadfully  from  them  before  we  reached  the 
city.  On  the  road  I faw  many  mountains 
which  I intended  to  have  vifited,  but  my 
fprain  put  it  out  of  my  power.  One  of  the 
moft  remarkable  is  called  the  Monte  Pellufe , 

9 

the  lava  of  which  deftroyed  the  great  aque- 

duft 
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dtiiSI  of  Catania  for  eighteen  miles.  It  has 
here  and  there  left  a few  arches ; but  no- 
thing of  any  confequence. 

Si 

Not  far  from  this  mountain  (lands  the 

i _ 

Monte  Victoria,  one  of  the  mod;  beautiful  of 
all  the  numerous  family  of  iEtna.  It  is  of 
a pretty  large  fize,  and  perfectly  regular, 
and  feems  to  be  in  the  gayed  drefs  of  any. 
Many  of  its  trees,  which,  at  a didance,  we 
took  to  be  oranges  and  citrons,  appeared  to 
be  in  full  blow.  It  was  the  lava  of  this 
mountain  that  is  faid  to  have  covered  up  the 
port  of  Ulyffes,  which  is  now  three  miles 
didant  from  the  fea ; but  I fhould  fuppofe 
this  eruption  to  have  been  much  older  than 
eithef  Ulydes  or  Troy. 

On  our  arrival  at  Catania,  we  went  im- 
mediately to  bed,  being  exceedingly  op- 
preded  by  the  fatigue  of  our  expedition  ; 
but  dill  more  by  the  violent  heat  of  the 
day:  a day,  in  which,  I think,  I have 
S enjoyed 
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enjoyed  a greater  degree  of  pleafure,  and 
fuffered  a greater  degree  of  pain,  than  in 
any  other  day  of  my  life. 

As  my  leg  continues  very  much  fwelled, 
I am  ftill  confined  to  my  room,  and  moftly, 
indeed,  to  my  bed,  from  whence  I have 
written  you  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  two 
epiftles,  the  enormous  length  of  which  I 
am  afhamed  of.  However,  as  I have  ftill 
omitted  feveral  articles,  that  I intended  to 
take  notice  of,  I fhall  add  a fequel  to-mor- 
row ; and  fo  conclude  my  account  of  Mount 
./Etna.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  abomi- 
nable fprain,  that  holds  me  fall  by  the  foot, 
you  probably  had  not  got  off  fo  eafily  ; but 
I am  obliged  to  drop  all  farther  thoughts 
of  climbing  mountains,  though  there  are 
many  things  I ftill  wanted  to  examine* 
Adieu. 


Ever  yours. 


I 
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LETTER  XI. 

« 

* Catania,  May  30th. 

E took  care  to  regulate  two  barome- 
ters at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
One  of  which  was  left  with  the  Canonico 
Recupero,  and  the  other  we  carried  along 

1 

with  us.  The  former  our  friend  affures 
us,  had  no  fenfible  variation  during  our 
ab fence.  We  both  left  it  and  found  it  at 
29  inches  8 lines  and  a half  Englifh  mea- 
fure.  On  our  arrival  at  Catania,  the  one 
we  carried  up  with  us  had  rifen  again  ex- 
actly to  the  fame  point. 

I have  likewife  a good  quick-filver  ther- 
mometer, which  I borrowed  from  the  Nea- 
politan philofopher,  die  Padre  della  Torre, 
who  furnifhed  us  with  letters  for  this  place, 
and  would  have  accompanied  us,  could  he 

3 have 
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have  obtained  leave  of  the  king.  It  is 
made  by  Adams  at  London,  and  (as  I my- 
felf  pioved)  exactly  graduated  from  the  two 
points  of  freezing  and  boiling  water.  It  is 
upon  Fahrenheit’s  fcale.  I fhall  mark  the 
heights  in  the  different  regions  of  iEtna, 
with  the  rules  for  eftimating  the  elevation 
of  mountains  by  the  barometer,  which,  I 
am  forry  to  fay,  have  been  hitherto  fo  very 
ill  afcertained.  Caffini,  Boguer,  and  the 
others  who  have  written  on  the  fubjeft,  to 
the  reproach  of  fcience,  differing  fo  much 
among!!  thcmfelves,  that  it  is  with  difficulty 
we  can  come  near  the  truth. 

iEtna  has  been  often  meafured,  but  I 
believe  never  with  any  degree  of  accuracy; 
and  it  is  really  a fhame  to  the  fociety  efla- 
blifhed  in  this  place,  called  the  fEtnean 
academy,  whofe  original  inftitution  was  to 
ftudy  the  nature  and  operations  of  this 
wonderful  mountain.  It  was  my  full  in- 
tention to  have  meafured  it  geometrically ; 

but 


% 
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but  I am  forry  to  fay,  although  this  is  both 
the  feat  of  an  academy  and  univerfity,  yet 
there  was  no  quadrant  to  be  had.  Of  all 
the  mountains  I have  ever  feen,  iEtna  would 
be  the  eafieft  to  meafufe,  and  with  the 
greateft  certainty,  and  perhaps  the  pro- 
pereft  place  on  the  globe  to  eftablifh  an 
exadt  rule  of  menfuration  by  the  barome- 
ter. There  is  a beach  of  a vaft  extent, 
that  begins  exa&ly  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  runs  for  a great  many  miles  along 
the  coaft.  The  fea^-mark  of  this  beach 
forms  the  meridian  to  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain.  Here  you  are  fure  of  a perfect 
level,  and  may  make  the  bafe  of  your 
triangle  of  what  length  you  pleafe.  But 
unfortunately  this  menfuration  has  nevet 
been  executed,  at  leaft  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  precifion. 

1 ' i 

Kircher  pretends  to  have  meafured  it, 
and  ’to  have  found  it  4000  French  toifes  in 
Vol.  I.  height ; 


226  A TOUR  THROUGH 


height ; which  is  more  than  any  of  the 
Andes,  or  indeed  than  any  mountain  upon 
earth.  The  Italian  mathematicians  are  ftill 
more  abfurd.  Some  of  them  make  it  eight 
miles,  fome  fix,  and  fome  four.  Amici, 
the  laft,  and  I believe  the  heft  who  has  made 
the  attempt,  reduces  it  to  three  miles,  264 
paces  ; but  even  this  muft  be  exceedingly 
erroneous ; and  probably  the  perpendicu- 
lar height  of  -/Etna  does  not  exceed  12,000 
feet,  or  little  more  than  two  miles.  I fhall 
mark  the  different  methods  of  determining 
heights  by  the  barometer  ; and  you  may 
chufe  which  you  pleafe.  I believe  the 
allowance  in  all  of  them,  particularly  in 
great  elevations,  where  the  air  is  fo  exceed- 
ingly thin  and  light,  is  much  too  fmalh 
Mikeli,  whofe  menfurations  are  efteemed 
more  exadl,  has  ever  found  it  fo.  Caflinl 
allows,  I think,  ten  French  toifes  of  ele-* 
vation,  for  every  line  of  mercury,  adding 
one  foot  to  the  firfl  ten,  two  to  the  fecond* 

1 o three 
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three  to  the  third,  and  fo  on : But  furely 
the  weight  of  the  air  diminifhes  in  a much 
greater  proportion. 

Boguer  takes  the  difference  of  the  loga- 
rithms of  the  height  of  the  barometer  in 
lines  (fuppofing  thefe  logarithms  to  confifl 
only  of  five  figures)  ; from  this  difference 
lie  takes  away  a 30th  part,  and  what  re- 
mains he  fuppofes  to  be  the  difference  of 
elevation.  I do  not  recoiled!:  his  reafon  for 
this  fuppofition  5 but  the  rule  feems  to  be 
ftill  more  erroneous  than  the  other,  and 
has  been  entirely  laid  afide.  I am  told,  that 
accurate  experiments  have  been  made  at 
Geneva j to  eftablifh  the  menfuration  with 
the  barometer ; but  I have  not  yet  been 

able  to  procure  them.  Mr.  de  la  Hire 

* 

allows  twelve  toifes  four  feet  for  the  line 
of  mercury  : And  Picart,  one  of  the  moft 
exadt  of  the  French  academicians,  fourteen 
toifes,  or  about  ninety  Englifh  feet. 

2 Height 
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Height  of  Farenheit’s  Thermometer* 

At  Catania,  May  26,  at  mid-day  76 
Ditto,  May  27,  at  five  in  the 
morning  - - - 72 

At  Nicolofi,  1 2 miles  up  the  moun- 
tain, mid-day  - "73 

At  the  cave,  called  Spelonca  del 
Capriole,  in  the  fecond  region, 
where  there  was  ftill  a con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  fnow,  at 


feven  at  night 

- 

- 

6 1 

In  the  fame  cave 

at  half  an 

hour 

pad  eleven 

- 

- 

52 

At  the  Torre  del 

Filofofo,  in  the 

third  region, 

at  three  in 

the 

morning 

- 

- 

3 

At  the  foot  of  the 

crater  of  iEtna 

33 

About  half-way  up  the  crater 

- 

29 

On  the  fummit  of  iEtna,  a 

little 

f 

before  fun-rife 

- 

- 

27- 

Height 
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Height  of  the  Barometer  in  inches  and 


t % 
lines. 

At  the  fea-fide  at  Catania  - 29  8f 

At  the  village  of  Piedmonte,  in  the  ' 
firft  region  of  iEtna  - 27  8 

At  Nicolofi,  in  the  fame  region  27  if 
At  the  Caflagno  de  Cento  Cavalli, 

in  the  fecorid  region  - 26  5} 

At  the  Spelonca  del  Capriole,  in 

the  fecond  region  - - 24  2 

At  the  Torre  del  Filofofo,  in  the 

third  region  - - 20  5 

At  the  foot  of  the  crater  - 20  4f 

Within  about  300  yards  of  the 

fummit  - - - 19  6f 

At  the  fummit  of  iEtna  (fuppofed 

to  be  about)  - - 1 9 4 


The  wind  at  the  fummit  was  fo  violent 
that  I could  not  make  the  obfervation  with 
perfect  exa&nefs ; however,  I am  pretty 
certain  that  it  was  within  half  a line. 

0.3 


I own 
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I own  I did  not  believe  we  fhould  find 
iEtna  fo  high,  I had  heard  indeed  that  it 
was  higher  than  any  of  the  Alps,  but  I 
never  gave  credit  to  it : — How  great  then 
was  nay  aflonifhment  to  find  that  the  mer- 
cury fell  almoft  two  inches  lower  than  I 
had  ever  obferved  it  on  the  very  higheft 
of  the  acceffible  Alps ; at  the  fame  time  I 
am  perfuaded  there  are  many  inaccefiible 
points  of  the  Alps  (particularly  Mont 
Blanc)  that  are  {till  much  higher  than 
jTtna. 

I found  the  magnetical  needle  greatly 
agitated  near  the  fummit  of  the  mountain 
(the  Padre  della  Torre  told  me,  he  had 
made  the  fame  obfervation  on  Vefuvius)  ; 
however,  it  always  fixed  at  the  north  point, 
though  it  took  longer  time  in  fixing  thart 
below.  Eut  what  Recupero  told  me  hap- 
pened to  him,  was  very  fingular. — Soon 
• * • 

after  the  eruption  1755,  he  placed  his  com? 
pafs  on  the  laya.  The  needle,  he  fays,  to 


/ 
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his  great  aftonifhment,  was  agitated  with 
much  violence  for  fome  confiderable  time, 
till  at  laft  it  entirely  loft  its  magnetical 
power,  ftanding  indifcriminately  at  every 
point  of  the  compafs  ; and  this  it  never 
after  recovered,  till  it  was  again  touched 

with  the  loadftone. 

% 

The  wind,  and  my  unfortunate  fprain 
together,  in  a great  meafure  prevented  our 
electrical  experiments,  on  which  we  had 
built  not  a little  ; however,  I found  that 
round  Nicolofi,  and  particularly  on  the  top 
of  Monpelieri,  the  air  was  in  a very  fa- 
vourable ftate  for  electrical  operations. 
Here  the  little  pith-balls,  when  infolated, 
were  fenfibly  affeCted,  and  repelled  each 
other  above  an  inch.  I expected  this 
electrical  ftate  of  the  air  would  have  in- 
creafed  as  we  advanced  on  the  mountain  ; 
but  at  the  cave  where  we  flept,  I could 
obferve  no  fuch  effeCt.  Perhaps,  it  was 
owing  to  the  exhalations  from  the  trees 

0^4  and 
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and  vegetables,  which  are  there  exceeds 
ingly  luxuriant ; whereas  about  Nicolofi, 
and  round  Monpelieri,  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  but  lava  and  dry  hot  fand. — Or  per- 
haps it  might  be  owing  to  the  evening 
being  farther  advanced,  and  the  dews  be- 
ginning to  fall.  However,  I have  no  doubt, 
that  upon  thefe  mountains  formed  by  erup- 
tion, where  the  air  is  Rrongly  impregnated 
with  fulphureous  effluvia,  great  eledrical 
difcoveries  might  be  made.  And  perhaps, 
of  all  the  reafons  affigned  for  the  won- 
derful vegetation  that  is  performed  013. 
this  mountain,  there  is  none  that  con- 
tributes fo  much  towards  it,  as  this  con^ 
Rant  eledrical  Rate  of  the  air  : For  from  a 
variety  of  experiments  it  has  been  found, 
that  an  increafe  of  the  eledrical  matter 
adds  much  to  the  progrefs  of  vegetation. 
It  probably  ads  there  in  the  fame  manner 
as  on  the  animal  body; — the  circulation 
we  know  is  performed  quicker  ; and  the 

i 

juices  are  driven  through  the  fmall  vefflels 

with 
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with  more  eafe  and  celerity.  This  has 
often  been  proved  from  the  immediate  re- 

1 \ 

moval  of  obftrudions  by  eledricity  ; — and 
probably  the  rubbing  with  dry  and  warm 
flannel,  efteemed  fo  efficacious  in  fuch 
cafes,  is  doing  nothing  more  than  exciting 
a greater  degree  of  eledricity  in  the  part ; 
but  it  has  likewife  been  demonflrated,  by 
the  common  experiment,  of  making  water 
drop  through  a fmall  capillary  fyphon, 
which  the  moment  it  is  eledrified  runs  in  a 
full  flream. — I have,  indeed,  very  little 
doubt,  that  the  fertility  of  our  feafons  de- 
pends as  much  on  this  quality  in  the  air,  as 
either  on  its  heat  or  moifture. 

Eledricity  will  probably  foon  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  great  vivifying  principle  of 
Nature,  by  which  ffie  carries  on  moft  of  her 
operations. — It  is  a fifth  element,  diftind: 
from,  and  of  a fuperior  nature  to  the 
other  four,  which  only  compofe  the  cor- 
poreal parts  of  matter  : But  this  fubtile  and 

ad;iv$ 
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aclive  fluid  is  a kind  of  foul  that  pervades 
and  quickens  every  particle  of  it. — When 
an  equal  quantity  of  this  is  diffufed  through 
the  air,  and  over  the  face  of  the  earth, 
every  thing  continues  calm  and  quiet ; 
but  if  by  any  accident  one  part  of  matter 
has  acquired  a greater  quantity  than  an- 
other, the  mod  dreadful  confequences  often 
enfue  before  the  equilibrium  can  be  re- 
ftored. — Nature  feems  to  fall  into  con- 
vulfions,  and  many  of  her  works  are  de- 
stroyed : — All  the  great  phenomena  are  pro- 
duced ; thunder,  lightning,  earthquakes, 
and  whirlwinds  : For,  I believe,  there  is 

i 

little  doubt,  that  all  thefe  frequently  depend 
on  this  foie  caufe.  And  again,  if  we  look 
down  from  the  fublime  of  nature  to  its 
minutise,  we  (hall  (till  find  the  fame  power 
adting,  though  perhaps  in  lefs  legible  cha- 
racters ; for  as  the  knowledge  of  its  ope- 
rations is  (Fill  in  its  infancy,  they  are 
generally  mifunderftood,  or  alcribed  to 
fome  other  caufe.  However,  I have  no 

doubt, 
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doubt,  that  In  procefs  of  time  thefe  will 
be  properly  inveftigated  ; when  mankind 
will  wonder  how  much  they  have  been 
in  the  dark.  It  will  then  poflibly  be  found, 
that  what  we  call  fenfibility  of  nerves, 
and  many  of  thofe  dileales  that  the  fa- 
culty have  as  yet  only  invented  names 
for,  are  owing  to  the  body’s  being  poL 
felled  of  too  large  or  too  fmall  a quantity 
of  this  fubtile  and  adive  fluid  ; that  very 
fluid,  perhaps,  that  is  the  vehicle  of  all 
our  feelings  ; and  which  they  have  fo  long 
fearched  for  in  vain  in  the  nerves : For  I 
have  fometimes  been  led  to  think,  that  this 
fenfe  was  nothing  elfe  than  a flighter  kind 
of  eledric  effed,  to  which  the  nerves  ferve 
as  condudors  ; and  that  it  is  by  the  rapid 
circulation  of  this  penetrating  and  animat- 
ing fire  that  our  fenfations  are  performed. 
We  all  know,  that  in  damp  and  hazy 
weather,  when  it  feems  to  be  blunted  and 
abforbed  by  the  humidity  ; when  its  ac- 
tivity is  loft,  and  little  or  none  of  it  can  be 

cojjeded  $ 


x36  A TOUR  THROUGH 

collected  ; we  ever  find  our  fpirits  more 
languid,  and  our  lenfibility  lefs  acute  : but 
in  the  Sirocc  wind  at  Naples,  when  the  air 
feems  totally  deprived  of  it,  the  whole 
fyftem  is  unftrung,  and  the  nerves  feein  to 
lofe  both  their  tenfion  and  elafticity,  till 
the  north  or  well  wind  awakens  the  activity 
of  this  animating  power,  which  foon  re- 
ftores  the  tone,  and  enlivens  all  nature, 
which  feemed  to  droop  and  languifh  during 
its  abfence. 

It  is  likewife  well  known,  that  there  have 
been  inftances  of  the  human  body  becoming 
eledtric  without  the  mediation  of  any  elec- 
tric fubftance,  and  even  emitting  fparks  of 
fire  with  a difagreeable  fenfation,  and  an 
extreme  degree  of  nervous  fenfibility. 

i 

About  feven  or  eight  years  ago,  a lady 
in  Switzerland  was  affedted  in  this  manner, 
and  though  I was  not  able  to  learn  all  the 
particulars  of  her  cafe,  yet  feveral  Swifs 
i'  gentlemen 
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gentlemen  have  confirmed  to  me  the  truth 
of  the  ftory.— She  was  uncommonly  fen- 
fible  of  every  change  of  weather,  and  had 
her  eleCtrical  feelings  ftrongeft  in  a clear 
day,  or  during  the  paflage  of  thunder- 
clouds, when  the  air  is  known  to  be  replete 
with  that  fluid.  Her  cafe,  like  moil  others 
which  the  doctors  can  make  nothing  of,  was 
decided  to  be  a nervous  one  ; for  the  real 
meaning  of  that  term  I take  to  be  only, 
that  the  pliyfician  does  not  underhand  what 
it  is. 

Two  gentlemen  of  Geneva  had  a fhort 
experience  of  the  fame  fort  of  complaint* 
though  hill  in  a much  fuperior  degree. — 
Profeflor  Sauflure  and  young  Mr.  Jalabert, 
when  travelling  over  one  of  the  high  Alps, 
were  caught  amongft  thunder-clouds  ; and 
to  their  utter  aftoniihment,  found  their  bo- 
dies fo  full  of  electrical  fire,  that  fponta- 
neous  flafhes  darted  from  their  fingers  with 
a crackling  noife,  and  the  lame  kind  of  fen- 

fation 
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fation  as  when  flrongly  electrified  by  art* — * 
This  was  communicated  by  Mr.-  Jalabert  to 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  I think* 
in  the  year  1 763  ; and  you  will  find  it  re- 
corded in  their  memoirs* 

It  Teems  pretty  evideht,  I think,  that 
thefe  feelings  were  owing  to  the  bodies 
being  poflefled  of  too  great  a fhare  of 
cle&ric  fire.  This  is  an  uncommon  cafe  $ 
but  I do  not  think  it  at  all  improbable, 
that  many  of  our  invalids,  particularly  the 
hypochondriac,  and  thofe  we  call  Malades 
Imaginaires , owe  their  difagreeable  feelings 
to  the  oppofite  caufe,  or  the  bodies  being 
polfeffed  of  too  fmall  a quantity  of  this 
fire ; for  we  find  that  a diminution  of  it  in 
the  air  feldom  fails  to  increafe  their  uneafy 
fenfations,  and  vice  verfa • 

Perhaps  it  might  be  of  fervice  to  thefe 
people  to  wear  fome  eleCtric  lubftance  next 
their  Ikin,  to  defend  the  nerves  and  fibres 

from 
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from  the  damp,  or  non-ele£tric  air. — I 
would  propofe  a waidcoat  of  the  fined 
flannel,  which  fbould  be  kept  perfe&ly 
clean  and  dry  ; for  the  effluvia  of  the  body, 
in  cafe  of  any  violent  perfpiration,  will  foon 
deftroy  its  eleftric  quality  : This  fhould  be 
covered  by  another  of  the  fame  fize  of  filk. 
The  animal  heat,  and  the  friction  that  exer- 
cife  mult  occafion  betwixt  thefe  two  fub- 
fiances,  produce  a powerful  ele&ricity ; and 
would  form  a kind  of  eleCtric  atmofphere 
around  the  body,  that  might  poffibly  be  one 
of  the  bed  prefervatives  againd  the  effect 
of  damps. 

As  for  our  Swifs  lady,  I have  little  doubt 
that  her  complaints  were  owing  in  great 
part,  perhaps  entirely,  to  her  drefs  ; and 
that  a very  fmall  alteration,  almod  in  any 
part  of  it,  would  effectually  have  cured  her. 
A lady  who  has  her  head  furrounded  with 
wires,  and  her  hair  duck  full  of  metal. 

pins, 
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pins,  and  who  at  the  fame  time  Hands  upori 
dry  filk,  is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  an 
eleCtrical  conductor  iniolated,  and  prepared 
for  collecting  the  fire  from  the  atmofphere : 
And  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing,  that  during 
thunder-ftorms,  or  when  the  air  is  ex- 
tremely replete  with  eleCtrical  matter,  die 
fhould  emit  fparks,  and  exhibit  other  ap- 
pearances of  eleCtricity. — I imagine  a very 
trifling  change  of  drefs,  which  from  the 
conflant  verfatility  of  their  modes  may  fome 
day  take  place,  would  render  this  lady’s  dif- 
cafe  altogether  epidemical  amongft  the  fex. 
— Only  let  the  foies  of  their  fhoes  be  made 
of  an  eleCtric  fubftance,  and  let  the  wires  of 
their  cape,  and  pins  of  their  hair,  be  fome- 
what  lengthened  and  pointed  outwards ; 
and  I think  there  is  little  doubt,  that  they 

i 

will  often  find  themfelves  in  an  electrified 
hate  : — But,  indeed,  if  they  only  w^ear 
filk,  or  even  wTorfied  {lockings,  it  may 
fometimes  prove  fufficient ; for  I have  often 
infolated  electrometers  as  perfectly  by  pla- 
cing 
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cing  them  on  a piece  of  dry  filk  or  flannel* 
as  on  glafs. 

How  little  do  our  ladies  imagine,  when 
they  furround  their  heads  with  wire,  the 
molt  powerful  of  all  conductors ; and  at 
the  fame  time  wear  ftockings,  fhoes,  and 
gowns  of  filk,  one  of  the  moil  powerful 
repellents,  that  they  prepare  their  bodies  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  according  to  the 

1 

fame  principles,  as  electricians  prepare  their 
conductors  for  attracting  the  fire  of  light-* 
ning ! If  they  cannot  be  brought  to  re-» 
linquifh  their  wire  caps  and  their  pins, 
might  they  not  fall  upon  fome  fuch  pre- 
fervative  as  thofe  which  of  late  years 
have  been  applied  to  objeCts  of  lefs  confer 
quence l 

Suppofe  that  every  lady  Ihoiild  provide 
herfelf  with  a fmall  chain  or  wire,  to  be 
hooked  on  at  pleafure  during  thunder- 
storms. This  fhould  pafs  from  her  cap  over 

Vql.  L R the 
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the  thickefl:  part  of  her  hair,  which  will 
prevent  the  fire  from  being  communicated 
to  her  head  ; and  fo  down  to  the  ground, 
— It  is  plain  this  will  aft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  conduftors  on  the  tops  of  fleeples, 
which  from  the  metal  fpires  that  are  com- 
monly placed  there,  analogous  to  the  pins 
and  wires,  were  fo  liable  to  accidents. 
You  may  laugh  at  all  this;  but  I affure 
you  I never  was  more  ferious  in  my  life. 
A very  amiable  lady  of  my  acquaintance, 
Mrs.  Douglas  of  Kelfo,  had  almoft  loft  her 
life  by  one  of  thofe  caps  mounted  on  wire. 
She  was  handing  at  an  open  window 
during  a thunder-florm : the  lightning 
was.  attrafted  by  the  wire,  and  the  cap  was 
burnt  to  allies;  happily  her  hair  was  in  its 
natural  hate,  without  powder,  pomatum, 
or  pins ; and  prevented  the  fire  from  being 
Condufted  to  her  head ; for  as  fhe  felt  no 
kind  of  fhock,  it  is  probable  that  it  went 
off  from  the  wires  of  the  cap  to  the  wall, 

clofe  to  which  fhe  then  flood.  If  it  had 

found 
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found  any  conductor  to  carry  it  to  her  head 
or  body,  in  all  probability  die  mull  have} 
been  killed. — A good  flrong  head  of  hair, 
if  it  is  kept  perfectly  clean  and  dry,  is 
probably  one  of  the  bell  prefervatives 
againft  the  fire  of  lightning.  But  fo  foon 
as  it  is  fluffed  full  of  powder  and  pomatum, 
and  bound  together  with  pins,  its  repellent 
force  is  loft,  and  it  becomes  a conductor  ** 
—But  I beg  pardon  for  thefe  furmifes : 

I throw 

— £ — - 1 

* Since  the  writing  of  thefe  letters,  the  author  has 
made  fome  experiments  on  the  electricity  of  hair; 
which  tend  Hill  to  convince  him  the  more  of  what  he 
has  advanced.  A lady  had  told  him,  that  on  comb- 
ihg  her  hair  in  frofty  weather  in  the  dark,  fhe  had 
fometimes  obferved  fparks  of  fi re  to  i/Tue  from  it.  This 
made  him  think  of  attempting  to  collect  the  electrical 
hre  from  hair  alone,  without  the  auiftance  of  any 
other  ele&rical  apparatus.  To  this  end,  he  defired  a 
young  lady  to  ftand  on  a cake  of  bees-wax,  and  to 
comb  her  filter’s  hair,  who  was  fitting  on  a chair  be- 
fore her. Soon  after  the  began  to  comb,  the  young 

lady  on  the  wax  was  greatly  altonifhed  to  find  her 
whole  body  electrified ; darting  out  fparks  of  fire  againft 

L 2 every 
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I throw  them  in  your  way  only  for  you 
to  improve  upon  at  your  leifure : for  we 
have  it  ever  in  our  power  to  be  making 
experiments  in  electricity.  And  although 
this  fluid  is  the  moft  fubtle  and  adtive  of 
any  we  know,  we  can  command  it  on  all 
occafions  ; and  I am  now  fo  accuftomed  to 
its  operations,  that  I feldom  comb  my  hair, 
or  pull  off  a flocking,  without  obferving 
them  under  fome  form  or  other.  How 
furprifing  is  it  then,  that  mankind  fhould 
have  lived  and  breathed  in  it  for  fo  many 


every  obje£t  that  approached  her.  The  hair  was  ex- 
tremely electrical,  and  affeCted  an  electrometer  at  a 
very  great  diflance : he  charged  a metal  conductor 
from  it  with  great  eafe ; and  in  the  fpace  of  a few  mi- 
nutes collected  as  much  fire  immediately  from  the  hair, 
as  to  kindle  corrpnon  fpirits;  and  by  means  of  a fmall 
phial,  gave  many  fmart  fhocks  to  all  the  company.  A 
full  account  of  thefe  experiments  was  lately  read  be- 
fore the  Royal  Society.  They  were  made  during  the 
time  of  a very  hard  froft,  and  on  a ftrong  head  of  hair, 
where  no  powder  or  pomatum  had  been  ufed  for  many 
months. 
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thoufand  years,  without  almoft  ever  fup- 
pofing  that  it  exifted  ! But  to  return  to  our 
mountain. 

Recupero  told  me  he  had  obferved  the 
fame  phenomenon  here  that  is  common  in 
the  eruptions  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  viz.  red 
forked  lightning  darting  from  the  fmoke, 
without  being  followed  by  the  noife  of 
thunder.  The  reafon  poffibly  is,  that  the 
crater  and  fmoke  is  at  that  time  fo  highly 
electrical,  that,  like  a cylinder  or  globe 
heated  by  friction,  it  throws  off  fpontaneous 
flafhes  into  the  air,  without  being  brought 
into  the  attraction  of  any  conductor,  or 
body  lefs  eleCtric  than  itfelf  (indeed  the 
fpontaneous  difcharges  from  a good  elcCtri- 
cal  globe,  often  bear  a perfeCt  refemblance 
to  this  kind  of  lightning) ; however,  if  a 
non-eleCtric  cloud  were  to  pafs  near  the 
crater  at  that  time,  the  crafh  of  thunder 
would  probably  be  very  violent,  which  in- 
deed. is  often  the  cafe  when  the  air  is  full 

R 3 of 
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of  wet  clouds  in  the  time  of  an  eruption ; 
but  when  this  does  not  happen,  the  equi- 
librium is  probably  reftored  by  degrees,  and 
without  any  fhock,  from  the  furplus  of 
eledtrical  matter  being  gradually  commu- 
nicated to  the  earth  and  fea  all  around  the 
mountain  ; the  immenfe  lavas  that  have  run 
from  it,  ferving  as  conductors, 

So  highly  eledtric  is  the  vapour  of  vol- 
canos, that  it  has  been  obferved  in  fome 
eruptions  both  of  ./Etna  and  Vefuvius,  that 
the  whole  track  of  fmoke,  which  fometimes 
extended  above  ioo  miles,  produced  the 
moft  dreadful  effedts ; killing  fhepherds 
and  flocks  on  the  mountains;  blafling  trees, 
and  fetting  fire  to  houfes ; wherever  it  met 
with  them  on  an  elevated  fituation.  Now 
probably  the  flying  of  a kite,  with  a wire 
round  its  firing,  would  foon  have  difarmed 
this  formidable  cloud.  Thefe  effedts,  how- 
ever, only  happen  when  the  air  is  dry 
and  little  agitated,  but  when  it  is  full  of 

moift 
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moift  vapour,  the  great  rarefa&ion  from 
the  heat  of  the  lava  generally  brings  it 
down  in  violent  torrents  of  rain,  which 
foon  convey  the  ele&rical  matter  from  the 
clouds  to  the  earth,  and  reftores  the  equi- 
librium. 

As  Recupero,  who  is  a facetious  and  an 
agreeable  companion,  was  kind  enough  to 
fit  a good  deal  with  me  during  my  confine- 
ment, I have  gathered  many  remarks  from 
his  converfation,  that  may  perhaps  be  wor- 
thy of  your  attention. 

The  variety  of  waters  about  iEtna,  he 
tells  me,  is  furprifing.  I have  already  men- 
tioned the  Fiume  Freddo,  or  the  river  of 
Acis : Recupero  confirms  what  I had  been 
told  of  it.  There  is  a lake  on  the  north  of 
the  mountain,  of  about  three  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, which  receives  feveral  con- 

fiderable  rivers ; yet,  although  there  is  no 

* 

apparent  outlet,  it  never  overflows  its 

R 4 banks. 
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banks.  I fuggefted  the  probability  of  a 
fubterraneous  communication  betwixt  this 
and  the  Hume  Freddo.  He  faid  there  was 
no  refemblance  in  the  quality  of  their 
waters ; however,  I think  it  is  probable, 
that  in  a courfe  of  fo  many  miles,  through 
the  caverns  of  iEtna,  full  of  falts  and  mi- 
nerals, it  may  acquire  both  its  cold  and  its 
vitriolic  qualities. 

There  is  another  lake  on  the  top  of  a 
mountain  to  the  weft  of  iEtna,  the  bottom 
of  which  c'ould  never  be  found.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  never  either  to  rife  or  fall,  but  al- 
ways to  preferve  the  fame  level.  It  is 
undoubtedly  the  crater  of  that  mountain 
(which  is  all  of  burnt  matter)  converted 
into  a lake.  The  river  which  fupplies  the 
baths  of  Catania  is  of  a very  different 
nature : It  never  continues  the  fame,  but 
is  perpetually  changing.  Its  current  is  for 
the  moft  part  confined  under  ground  by 
the  lavas  \ but  fometimes  it  burfts  out  with 

fuch 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  249 

fuch  violence  that  the  city  has  fullered 
greatly  from  it ; and  what  is  dill  more  un- 
fortunate, thefe  eruptions  are  generally 
followed  by  fome  epidemical  didemper.  It 
has  now  been  condantly  diminifhing  for 
thefe  two  years  pad,  and  is  at  prefent  al- 
mod  reduced  to  nothing.  They  are  in 
perpetual  dread  of  its  breaking  out,  and 
laying  wade  their  fields,  as  it  has  fo  often 
done  before.  What  is  fingular,  it  gene- 
rally burfts  out  after  a long  trad;  of  the 
dried:  and  warmed  weather.  The  iEtnean 
academy  have  never  been  able  to  account 
for  this  circumdance.  I think  it  is  mod 
probable  that  it  arifes  from  the  melting  of 
the  fnow  on  iEtna,  but  I fhall  not  pretend 
to  fay  how.— Thefe,  perhaps,  overfilling 
the  caverns  that  ufually  receive  their 
water,  the  furplus  is  carried  off  into  this 
river. 

The  river  of  Alcantara  certainly  takes 
its  rife  from  the  melting  of  thefe  fnows.  Its 

waters^ 
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waters,  I obferved,  are  of  the  fame  whitiftx 
colour  as  all  the  rivers  are  that  run  from 
the  Glacieres  amongft  the  Alps.  There  are 
feveral  periodical  fprings  on  ./Etna,  that 
flow  only  during  the  day,  and  flop  during 
the  night.  Thele  are  naturally  and  eafily 
accounted  for  from  the  melting  of  the  fnow; 
for  it  melts  only  during  the  day,  being  hard 
frozen  every  night,  even  in  the  hottefl; 

i 

feafon.  There  are  likewife  a variety  of 
poifonous  fprings,  fome  of  fo  deadly  a qua- 
lity, that  birds  and  beafts  have  been  found 
lying  dead  on  their  banks,  from  having 
drunk  of  their  water.  But  (what  is  per- 
haps ftill  more  Angular)  Recupero  told  me, 
that  about  twenty  years  ago,  a rent  opened 
in  the  mountain,  that  for  a confiderable 
time  fent  forth  fo  mephitic  a vapour,  that, 
like  the  lake  Avernus,  birds  were  luffocated 
in  flying  over  it. 

There  are  many  caverns  where  the  air  is 
is  fo  extremely  cold,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 

fupport 
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fupport  it  for  any  time.  Thefe  the  peafants 
make  ufe  of  as  refervoirs  for  the  fnow  ; and 
indeed  they  make  the  fined:  ice-houfes  in 
the  world,  preferring  it  hard  frozen  during 
the  hotted:  fummers.  It  would  be  end- 
lefs-  to  give  an  account  of  all  the  caverns, 
and  other  curious  appearances  about  iEtna. 
Kircher  fpeaks  of  a cave  which  he  faw, 
capable,  he  lays,  of  containing  30,000 
men.  Here,  lie  adds,  numbers  of  people 
have  been  loft  from  their  temerity  in  going 
too  far.  One  of  thefe  caverns  ftill  retains 
the  name  of  Proferpine,  from  its  being 
fuppofed  by  the  ancients,  the  paflage  by 
which  Pluto  conveyed  her  into  his  domi- 
nions ; on  this  occafion  Ovid  defcribes 
Ceres,  as  fearching  for  her  daughter,  with 
two  trees  which  die  had  plucked  from  the 
mountain,  and  lighted  by  way  of  torches. 
Thefe  he  calls  Teda,  which  is  dill  the  name 
of  a tree  I have  feen  no  where  but  on 
JMount  iEtna.  It  produces  a great  quantity 
pf  rofin,  and  was  furely  the  mod  proper 

tree 
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tree  Ceres  could  have  pitched  upon  for  her 
purpofe.  This  rofm  is  called  Catalana , and 

is  efteemed  a cure  for  fores. 

- \ 

I have  mentioned  the  great  variety  of 
flowers,  trees,  &c.  on  Mount  ./Etna.  I 
have  found  a long  lid;  of  them  in  Mafia ; 
but  as  I am  not  acquainted  with  their  Sici- 
lian names,  I can  make  little  out  of  it.  I 
have  engaged  a perlon  here  to  procure  me 
a colle&ion  of  their  feeds  in  the  feafon,  I * 
find  of  the  number,  the  cinnamon,  farfapa- 
rilta,  faflafras,  rhubarb,  and  many  others 
that  I thought  had  not  been  natives  of  Eu- 
rope. The  Palma  Chrifii  too,  that  plant 
fo  much  celebrated  of  late,  from  the  feed 
of  which  the  caftor  oil  is  made,  grows  both 
here  and  in  many  other  places  of  Sicily,  in 
the  greateft  abundance.  Our  botanifts  have 
called  it  Ricinus  Americanus,  fuppofing  it 
only  to  be  produced  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  A Bath  phyfician,  I remember, 
has  lately  written  a treatife  on  this  plant, 

3 and 
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and  the  virtues  of  the  oil  extra&ed  from  its 
feed,  which  he  makes  a fort  of  Catholicon. 
You  may  believe  we  ihall  not  leave  Sicily 
without  providing  ourielves  with  a quan- 
tity of  this  precious  feed. 

Mount  JEtna,  I find,  is  as  much  cele- 
brated by  the  ancients  as  the  moderns,  for 
the  variety  of  its  odoriferous  productions- 
Plutarch  fays,  their  fmell  was  fo  ftrong, 
that  on  many  places  of  the  mountain  it  was 
impoffible  to  hunt.  I fhall  tranfcribe  the 
paffage  as  it  is  before  me  in  an  old  tranfla- 
tion  I have  borrowed : “ Circum  iEtnani 
<c  in  Sicilia  neminetn  ferunt  cum  canibus 
a venatuin  irl ; quia  enim  multos  per- 
“ petuo  illic  ut  in  viridario  prata,  colief- 
M que  flores  mittunt  a fragrantia,  quae  earn 
oram  occupat,  obfufcare  ferarum  anhela- 
tiones,  &c.’*  Ariftotle  has  likewife  a 
paffage  to  the  very  fame  purpofe;  but  this 
may  fuffice. 


There 
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There  were  formerly  a variety  of  wilsf 
beads  in  the  woody  regions  of  iEtna ; but 

i 

notwithdanding  this  advantage  they  had 
over  the  dogs  and  hunters,  the  number  of 
thefe  is  now  greatly  reduced. — They  have 
dill  however  the  wild  boar,  the  roebuck, 
and  a kind  of  wild  goat ; but  the  race  of 
dags  which  was  much  celebrated,  as  well 
as  that  of  bears,  is  thought  to  be  extiridh 
Several  places  of  the  mountain  are  dill 
named  from  thofe  animals. 

The  horfes  and  cattle  of  Mount  iEtna 
were  edcemed  the  bed  in  Sicily.  The  cattle 
are  dill  of  a large  lize,  and  have  horns  of 
luch  a length,  that  they  are  prelerved  as 
curiolities  in  fome  mufeums.  The  horfes, 
I am  afraid,  have  degenerated. 

There  are  faid  to  be  quantities  of  porcu- 
pines and  land  tortoifes  on  iome  parts  of 
iEtna ; but  we  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  any  of  them.  Neither  did  we 

fee 
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fee  any  eagles  or  vultures,  which  are  like- 
wife  faid  to  be  inhabitants  of  this  moun- 
tain. 

The  accounts  given  of  Mount  /Etna  by 
the  old  Sicilian  authors  (feveral  of  whom 
I have  borrowed  from  Recupero)  are  very 
various.  Some  of  them  defcribe  the  hollow 
of  the  crater  as  being  l'even  or  eight  miles 
in  circumference,  fome  make  it  five,  and 
others  only  three : and  probably  all  of 
them  are  right ; for  I find,  by  all  their 
accounts,  that  generally  once  in  about  100 
years,  the  whole  crater  has  fallen  down 
into  the  bowels  of  the  mountain:  that  in 
procefs  of  time,  a new  crater  is  feen  peep- 
ing out  of  the  gulph ; which,  perpetually 
increafing  by  the  matter  thrown  up,  is  by 
degrees  raifed  again  to  its  ancient  height, 
till  at  laft  becoming  too  heavy  for  its  hol- 
low foundations,  it  again  gives  way,  and 
at  once  finks  down  into  the  mountain. 
This  happened  about  100  years  ago,  in  the 
6 year 
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year  1669,  as  recorded  by  Borelli,  whofe 
account  of  it  I have  before  me.  “ Univer- 
<c  lum  cacumen,  quod  ad  inftar  fpeculae, 
“ feu  turris,  ad  ingentem  altitudinem  ele- 
“ vabatur,  quod  una  cum  vafta  planitie 
“ arenofa  deprefla,  atque  abforpta  eft  in 
u profundum  voraginem,”  & c.  The  fame 
likevvife  happened  in  the  year  1 536,  as  re- 
corded by  Fazello  and  Filoteo,  and  in  the 
years  1444,  J329>  an^  IX57*  Of  all  thefe 
I have  read  an  account ; but  probably  be- 
twixt the  two  laft  mentioned,  there  has 
been  another  that  is  not  recorded,  as  the 
intervals  betwixt  all  the  reft  are  pretty 
nearly  equal. 

% 

Some  of  them  give  a dreadful  account 
of  it.  Folcando,  one  of  their  hiftorians, 
tells  us,  it  fhook  the  whole  ifland,  and 
refounded  through  all  its  fhores.  And 
their  poet  Errico  fays,  on  the  fame  oc** 
cafion, 

* S'ods 
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S' ode  il  fuo  gran  mugito 
<c  per  mille  piagge  e lidi." 

<c  The  bellowing  dire  a thoufand  lands  refound, 
cc  Whofe  trembling  fhores  return  the  dreadful 
cc  found.” 

In  all  probability,  this  event  will  very  foon 
happen,  as  the  circumference  of  the  crater 
is  no  where  recorded  to  have  been  reduced 
to  lefs  than  three  miles  ; and  Recupero  fays, 
it  is  at  prefent  only  three  miles  and  a half ; 
befides,  100  years,  the  common  period,  has 

now  elapfed  fince  its  laft  fall. 

* - - ■ > . 

There  are  many  {lories  of  people  perill- 
ing by  their  temerity,  in  being  too  curious 
fpedlators  of  the  eruptions  of  this  moun- 
tain ; but  there  are  hill  many  more,  of 
thofe  that  have  been  miraculoufly  faved  by 
the  interpofition  of  fome  faint  or  the  Vir- 
gin, who  are  fuppofea  to  be  in  a perpetual 
Hate  of  warfare  with  the  devils  in  mount 
iEtna.  That  part  of  the  ifland  where  jEtna 
{lands,  ha$  ever  been  named  il  Val  Demonic 
Vol.  I.  S from 
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from  the  frequent  apparitions  of  thefe  de- 
vils. It  makes  one  third  of  the  ifland. 
The  other  two  are  named  the  Val  di  Noto , 
and  the  Val  di  Mazzara. 

There  is  one  ftory,  though  a very  old  one, 
that  is  hill  related  at  Catania  ; it  is  taken 
notice  of  by  Seneca,  Ariftotle,  Strabo,  and 
others.  In  the  time  of  a great  eruption, 
when  the  fire  was  pouring  down  upon  the 
city,  and  every  one  was  carrying  off  his 
molt  valuable  effe&s  ; two  rich  brothers, 
named  Anjitiomus  and  Anapias , neglecting 
all  their  wealth,  efcaped  from  the  confla- 
gration with  their  aged  parents  on  their 
backs.  Thefe  authors  add,  that  the  Are, 
refpeCting  fuch  filial  piety,  fpared  them, 

whilft  many  others  that  took  the  fame  road 

/ 

were  confumed. 

This  adtion  has  been  wonderfully  ex- 
tolled, and  proves,  I think,  that  feats  of 
this  kind  were  by  no  means  common  in 
g tho'fe 

• t 

r 
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thofe  clays. — Now,  pray,  don’t  you  think* 
in  the  world  at  prefent,  bad  as  it  is  lup- 
pofed  to  be,  there  are  few  fons*  who  would 
not  have  a&ed  in  the  fame  manner  ? and 
fure  I am,  the  reft  of  mankind  would  not 
have  made  fuch  a fufs  about  it.  Huma- 
nity and  natural  afte&ion,  I believe,  in 
thofe  ages  we  are  inclined  to  extol  fo  much, 
were  not  by  many  degrees  fo  powerful  as 
they  are  at  prefent. — Even  the  pious  iEneas 
himfelf,  one  of  the  moft  renowned  o.f  all 
their  heroes,  was  in  effect  but  a favage, 
notwithftanding  all  that  Virgil  fays  to  per- 
fuade  us  of  the  contrary  ; for  you  find  him 
facrificing  his  weak  and  captive  enemies,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  is  canting  and 
preaching  up  piety  and  juftice. 

Thefe  two  brothers  were  fo  celebrated 
for  this  a&ion,  that  there  was  a difpute 
betwixt  Syracufe  and  Catania,  which  of 

• 1 

thefe  cities  had  given  them  birth  ; and 
temples  were  ere&ed  in  both  of  them, 

S 2 dedicated 
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dedicated  to  Filial  Piety,  in  memory  of  the 
event. 

In  the  accounts  of  the  more  recent  de- 
flrudlions  of  Catania,  there  occurs  no^in- 
fiance  of  this  fort. — We  find  them  lonly 
lamenting  the  lofs  of  priefts  and  nuns,  and 
very  much  out  of  humour  at  their  faints, 
for  allowing  the  devils  to  get  the  better  of 
them.  I have  been  a good  deal  entertained 
with  fome  of  thofe  authors. — Selvaggio, 
one  of  their  poets,  fpeaking  of  the  terrible 
earthquake  in  the  year  1 169,  that  deflroyed 
Catania,  and  buried  multitudes  of  people 
in  the  ruins,  defcribes  it  in  the  following 
manner,  which  may  ferve  as  a fpecimen  of 
the  poetry  of  that  time. 

<(  Cataneam  doleo,  dolor  eft  miferabile  diftu  : 
Clara  potens  antiqua  fuit ; plebe,  milite,  clero, 
Divitiis,  aura,  ipecie,  virtute,  triumphis. 

Hcu  terras  motu  ruit  ilia  potentia  rerum  ! 

Morte  rditjuvenis,  moritur  vir,  fponfa,  maritus. 

Unde 
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Unde  fuperbit  homo  ? Deus  una  diruit  hora 
Turres,  ornatus,  veftes,  cundlofque  paratus. 

In  tanto  gemitu  periit  pars  maxima  gentis, 

Proh  dolor ! et  monachi  quadraginta  quatuor  et 

Et  periit  pallor  patriae,  pater  ipfe  Johannes 
Pontiftcalis  honor,  lux  regni  fie  periere.” 

But  another,  Guftanavilla,  one  of  their 
hiftorians,  gives  a very  different  account 
of  this  affair  ; as  it  is  like  wife  fomewhat 
curious  in  its  way,  I {hall  copy  it  for  your 
amufement : “ In  omnem  terrain,  et  in 
“ fines  orbis  terrse  jam  exiit  plaga  ilia,  qua 
<c  nuper  in  Sicilia  percufh  funt  Catanenfes 
u in  vigilia  B.  Agathse  ; cum  epifcopus  ille 
u damnatiffimus,  qui,  ficut  fcitis,  fibi  fumpfit 
“ honorem,  non  vocatus  a Domino,  tan- 
“ quam  Aaron,  et  qui  ad  fedem  illam,  non 
u eledtione  canonica,  fed  Giezitica,  venalita- 
u te  intravit ; cum,  inquam,  abominationis 
“ offerret  incenfum,  intonuit  de  coelo  Do- 

t 

ct  minus,  et  ecee  terrse  motus  fadtus  efl 
*c  magnus  ; angelus  enim  Domini  percu- 

S 3 u tiens 
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“ tiens  epifcopum  in  furore  Domini  cum, 
u populo,  et  univerfa  civitate  fubvertit.” 

He  adds,  that  if  St,  Agatha’s  veil  had 

» 

not  been  produced,  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
was  in  fuch  a fury,  that  he  would  not  have 
left  one  foul  alive. 

X « v 

There  Is  a curious  painting  of  the  great 
eruption  1669,  in  the  cathedral  of  this  place. 

It  is  but  indifferently  painted,  but  gives  a 
dreadful  idea  of  that  event.  Borrelli,  who 
was  upon  the  fpot,  defcribes  it. — He  fays, 
on  the  11th  of  March,  fome  time  before 
the  lava  bui  ft  out,  after  violent  earth- 
quakes  and  dreadful  fubterraneous  bellow- 
ing,  a rent  was  opened  in  the  mountain 
twelve  miles  long  ; in  fome  places  of  which, 
when  they  threw  down  hones,  they  could 
not  hear  them  flrike  the  bottom.  He  fays, 
that  burning  rocks,  fixty  palms  in  length, 

were  thrown  to  the  diftance  of  a mile  ; and 

’ 

that  the  giants,  fuppofed  to  be  buried  under 

mount 
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mount  j£tna,  feemed  to  have  renewed 
their  war  againd  heaven  : That  [tones  of  a 
lefler  fize  were  carried  upwards  of  three 
miles  ; and  that  the  thunder  and  lightning 
from  the  fmoke,  was  fcarce  lefs  terrible 
than  the  noife  of  the  mountain.  He  adds, 
that  after  the  mod  violent  druggies  and 
fhaking  of  the  whole  idand,  when  the  lava 
at  lad  burd  through,  it  fprung  up  into  the 
air  to  the  height  of  fixty  palms. — In  ihort, 
he  defcribes  that  event,  as  well  as  the 
univerfal  terror  and  condernation  it  occa- 
fioned,  in  terms  full  of  horror. — For  many 
weeks  the  fun  did  not  appear,  and  the 
day  feemed  to  be  changed  into  night. — 
Soon  after  the  lava  got  vent,  which  was 
not  till  four  months  from  the  time  that  the 
mountain  began  to  labour,  all  thefe  dread- 
ful fymptoms  abated,  and  it  was  foon  after 
perfe&ly  quiet. 

He  fays,  this  deluge  of  fire,  after  de- 
ftroying  the  fined  country  in  Sicily,  and 

S 4 fweeping 
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fweeping  away  churches,  villages,  and  con- 
vents, broke  over  the  lofty  walls  of  Ca- 
tania, and  covered  up  five  of  its  baftions  with 
the  intervening  curtains.  From  thence  pour- 
ing down  on  the  city,  it  deftroyed  every 
object  it  met  with,  overwhelming  and  bury- 
ing all  in  one  promifcuous  ruin. 

What  he  regrets  moll,  was  fome  pre- 
cious remains  of  antiquity  ; the  names,  the 
fituation,  and  even  the  memory  of  whofe 
exiftence,  is  now  loft  in  the  place.  He 
mentions  an  amphitheatre,  which  he  calls 
Collifeo , the  Circus  Maximus , the  Nauma - 
chla^  and  feveral  temples. 

\ 

An  account  of  this  great  eruption  was 
fent  to  Charles  II.  by  Lord  Winchelfea, 
who  was  then  returning  from  his  embaffy 
at  Conftantinople,  and  flopped  here  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fee  fo  remarkable  an  event.  But 
his  lordfhip  has  not  been  at  that  pains  to 
examine  it  wp  could  have  wifhed.  His 

curiofity 
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euriofity  was  fatisfied  in  one  day  ; and  he 
feems  to  have  been  contented  only  to  look 
at  the  lava  at  a great  diltance  ; but  did  not 

**  v 

think  of  examining  its  fource,'  or  afcend- 
ing  the  mountain,  although  at  thajt  time 
all  the  moil  formidable  circumftances  of  the 
eruption  were  already  over. 

I fhould  not  finilh  this  account  of  mount 
iEtna,  without  faying  fomething  of  the 
various  fables  and  allegories  to  which  it  has 
given  rife ; but  it  yrould  probably  lead  me 
into  too  vail  a field,  and  give  this  more 
the  air  of  a differtation  than  a letter  or  a 
journal.  Thefe  you  will  eafily  recolleCL 
They  have  afforded  ample  employment  for 
the  mufe,  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  languages  ; 
and  indeed  the  philofopher  and  natural 
hiltorian  have  found,  in  the  real  properties 
of  this  mountain,  as  ample  a fund  of  fpe- 
culation,  as  the  poets  have  done  in  the 
fictitious. — It  is  fo  often  mentioned  by  the 

ancient 
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ancient  writers,  that  it  has  been  faid  of 
iEtna  as  well  as  of  Greece  : 

<f  Nullum  ell  fine  nomine  faxum.” 

Indeed,  I am  afraid  this  faying  was  much 
more  applicable  to  it  formerly  than  it  is  at 
prefent * for  we  even  found  feveral  large 
mountains  that  had  no  name  ; and  it  does 
not  at  all  appear,  that  the  number  of  phi- 
lofophers  in  Sicily  have  by  any  means  in- 
creafed  in  the  later  ages.  Their  ambition 
is  now  changed  ; and  if  they  can  get  a 
faint  to  keep  the  devils  of  iEtna  in  order, 
they  trouble  themfelves  very  little  about  the 
caufe  of  its  operations  ; and  do  not  value 
their  iOand  half  fo  much  for  having  given 
birth  to  Archimedes  or  Empedocles,  as  to 
St.  Agatha  and  St.  Rofolia. 

The  ancients,  as  well  as  the  modems, 
feem  ever  to  have  confidered  iEtna  as  one 
of  the  higheft  mountains  on  the  globe. 

There 
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There  are  many  paffages  in  their  authors 
that  fhew  this  ; though,  perhaps,  none  more 
ftrongly  than  their  making  Deucalion  and 
Pyrrha  take  refuge  on  the  top  of  it,  to  fave 
themfelves  from  the  univerfal  deluge 

I fliall  now  conclude  this  long  account 
of  mount  iEtna  with  Virgil’s  celebrated 
defcription  of  it  in  the  third  fEneid,  which 
has  been  fo  much  admired.  You  may 
compare  it  with  the  following  defcription 
of  the  famous  poet  Raitano,  held,  I af- 
fure  you,  in  full  as  high  eftimation  by  the 
Sicilians, 

‘f  Nel  mezzo  verfo  Pethera  avviccina 
iEtna  la  fronte  fua  cinta  di  orrori, 

E con  ifpavantevole  rovina 
Rimbomba,  e con  orribili  fragori. 


’*  Cataclyfmus,  quod  -nos  diluvium  dicimus,  cum 
fa£tus  eft,  omne  genus  humanum  interiit  prater  Deu- 
calionem  et  Pyrrham,  qui  in  montem  iEtnam  qui  al- 
iiflimus  in  Sicilia  efle  dicitur  fugerunt,  &c,  Higinus. 

Sovente 
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Sovente  negri  nubi  al  del  deftina 
Fumanti  di  atro  turbine,  e di  ardori, 

Ergi  globbi  di  fiamma,  e fu  lambifce 
Le  ftelle  omai  con  infuocate  fbrifcie  ; 

Scogli,  e divelte  vifcere  di  monte 
Erruttando  tal  volta  avido  eftolle  ; 

E con  gemiti  vomita,  e con  onte 
Liquifatti  macigni,  e in  fando  bolle,” 

So  fings  the  Sicilian  mufe  ; — you  will 
not  however  hefitate  to  give  the  preference 
to  the  Roman  one,  although  the  former  is 
evidently  ftolen  from  her. 

“ Horrihcis  juxta  tonat  iEtna  minis, 

Interdumque  atram  prorumpit  ad  asthera  nubem. 
Turbine  fumantem  piceo  et  candente  favilla, 
Attollitque  globos  flammaruiri,  et  fidera  lambit. 
Interdumque  fcopulos,  avolfaque  vifcera  montis 
Erigit  erudans,  liquefadaque  faxa  fob  auras 

Cum  gemitu  glomerat,  fundoque  ex^eftua^imo.” 

0 

But  both  thefe  have  been  greatly  out- 
done by  the  wonderful  imagination  of  our 

great 
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great  countryman  Sir  Richard  Blackmore  ; 
who  accounts  at  once  for  the  whole  phe- 
nomena of  ./Etna,  by  the  fimple  idea  of 
giving  the  mountain  a fit  of  the  colic  : 
A thought  that  had  efcaped  all  the  poets 
and  philofophers  of  antiquity,  and  feems 
for  ever  to  have  been  refer ved  for  the  pro- 
found genius  of  this  great  mafter  and 
father  of  the  Bathos. — I have  forgot  the 
paflage  ; but  you  will  find  it,  I think,  in 
Prince  Arthur. 

1 

The  philofophlcal  poet,  Lucretius,  has 
likewife  mentioned  the  eruptions  of  mount 
iEtna  ; but  Pindar  is  the  oldeft  poet  we 
know  of,  that  has  taken  any  notice  of 
them.  His  defcription  is,  I think,  the 
molt  fatisfadory  of  all,  and  conveys  a 
clearer  idea  both  of  the  mountain  itfelf,  and 
an  eruption  of  the  mountain,  than  either 
the  Roman  or  Sicilian  poet,  though  it  i3 
not  near  fo  much  laboured,  nor  worked 


up 
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up  with  all  that  variety  of  circumftances, 
they  have  found  means  to  introduce.  Its 
greateft  fault  is,  that  Pindar  had  ftill 
kept  in  view  that  abfurd  idea  of  the  an- 
cients, that  Jupiter  had  buried  the  giants 
under  mount  -/Etna  ; and  that  their  ftrug- 
gling  to  get  loofe,  was  the  caufe  of  its 
eruptions : But  even  this  he  touches  but 
flightly,  as  if  afhamed  to  give  fuch  a rea- 
fon.  The  paflage  is  tranflated  into  Eng- 
lifh  by  Mr.  Weft. 

• v 

“ Now  under  fmoking  Cuma’s  lulph’rous  coaft 
And  vaft  Sicilia,  lies  his  tortur’d  bread. 

By  fnowy  -/Etna,  nurfe  of  endlefs  fr oft. 

The  mighty  prop  of  heaven  for  ever  preft. 

Forth  from  whofe  flaming  caverns  iftuing  rife 
Tremendous  fountains  of  pure  liquid  fire, 
Which  veil  in  ruddy  mifts  the  noon-day  Ikies, 
While  wrapt  in  fmoke  the  eddying  flames  afpire  j 
Or  gleaming  thro’  the  night  with  hideous  roar. 
Far  o’er  the  red’ning  main  huge  rocky  fragments 
pour.” 

This 


i 
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This  paffage  decides  what  has  been  much 
difputed,  that  iEtna  was,  in  thefe  early  ages, 
of  as  great  an  elevation  as  at  prefent.  It 
has  been  alleged,  that  volcanos  always  in- 
creafe  in  height  till  they  are  extinguifhed, 
when  they  are  fuppofed  to  moulder  down, 
and  by  degrees  fink  into  the  caverns  that 
are  below  them,  like  the  aftruni,  and  the 
folfaterra  at  Naples : However  we  find  that 
iEtna  was  at  that  time,  as  now,  covered  with 
eternal  fnows,  and  was  fuppofed,  like  Atlas, 
to  be  one  of  the  great  props  of  heaven* 
But  what  pleafes  me  the  moft  in  this  de- 
fcription  is,  that  it  proves  beyond  the  pof- 
fibility  of  a doubt,  that  in  thefe  very  re- 
mote eruptions,  it  was  common  for  the 
lavas  of  iEt  na  to  run  a great  way  out  to 
fea.— The  concluhon,  I think,  is  fully  as 
juft,  and  perhaps  not  lefs  fublime,  than  the 
u avolfaque  vifcera  montis  erigit  eruftans” 
of  Virgil,  which,  I muft  own,  I think  ra- 
ther 
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ther  comes  too  near  Sir  Richard’s  fit  of 
the  colic. 

Thucydides  lpeaks  of  three  eruptions  of 
this  mountain  ; but  is  not  fo  particular  as 
we  could  have  wifhed.  He  does  not  men- 
tion the  date  of  the  firft  ; but  fays,  it  was 
the  earlieft  after  the  arrival  of  the  Greeks 

t 

in  Sicily.  The  fecond  happened  about  the 
time  of  the  77th  Olympiad,  and  the  lafl 
in  that  ot  the  SSth,  which  was  nearly 
about  the  period  when  Pindar  wrote  ; fo 
that  we  cannot  doubt  that  his  defcription 
is  taken  from  the  accounts  he  had  heard 
of  fome  of  thofe  eruptions,  the  circum- 
fiances  of  which,  no  doubt,  at  that  time, 
had  afforded  matter  of  converfation  all  over 
Greece. 

I think  we  may  now  try  to  take  leave  of 
./Etna,  though  I am  afraid,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  our  expedition,  we  fhall  meet 

with 
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with  nothing  worthy  to  fucceed  it We 

fhall  fail  from  hence  to-morrow  morning ; 
and  expert  to  fleep  at  Syracufe,  as  it  is 
only  about  fifty  miles  diftant.  I fhall  write 
to  you  again  from  the  ruins  of  that  cele- 
brated city.  Farewell* 

Ever  yours. 


Vo L.  I. 


T 


\ 
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LETTER  XII. 


Syracufe,  June  lit. 

the  31ft  of  May  we  embarked  on 
board  a felucca,  and  fet  fail  for  the 
mighty  Syracufe. — The  wind  was  favour- 
able, and  for  fome  time  we  went  at  a 
great  rate.  The  view  of  Mount  iEtna,  for 
the  whole  of  this  little  voyage,  is  won- 
derfully fine,  and  the  bold  black  coaft 
formed  for  near  thirty  miles  of  the  lava 
of  that  iinmenfe  volcano,  gives  the  mod 
awful  idea  of  its  eruptions.  There  is 
no  part  of  this  coaft  nearer  than  thirty 
miles  to  its  fummit ; and  yet  there  has 
hardly  been  any  great  eruption,  where  the 
lava  has  not  reached  the  fea,  and  driven 
back  its  ’waters  to  a great  diftance,  leaving 
high  rocks  and  promontories,  that  for  ever 
fet  its  waves  at  defiance,  and  prefcribe  their 

utmoft 
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Utmoft  limits.  What  a tremendous  fcene 
muft  the  meeting  betwixt  thefe  adverfe  ele- 
ments have  formed. 

V 

We  may  eafily  conceive  the  variety  of 
changes  this  c'oaft  has  undergone  in  the 
fpace  of  fome  thoufands  of  years,  as  every 
great  eruption  muft  have  made  a confider-* 
able  difference.— Virgil  is  wonderfully  mi- 
nute and  exadt  in  his  geography  of  Sicily  5 
and  this  is  the  only  part  of  the  illand  that 
feems  to  be  materially  altered  firice  his 
time.  He  fays  there  was  a very  large  port 
at  the  foot  of  iEtna,  where  fhips  were  fe- 
cure  from  every  wind  ; 

cc  Portus  ab  acceffu  ventorum  immotus  et 
C(  ingens  3” 

of  which,  at  prefent,  there  are  not  the  leaft 
remains.  It  is  probably  the  fame  that  was 
called  by  the  Sicilians  the  port  of  Ulyfles  ; 
which  is  often  mentioned  by  their  writers. 
— The  place  of  its  exiftence  is  ftill  {hewn 

T 2 betwixt 
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betwixt  three  and  four  miles  up  the  coun- 
try, amongft  the  lavas  of  iEtna.  However, 

% 

I can  fee  no  fort  of  reafon  why  they  have 

called  this  the  port  of  Ulyffes : For  furely 

Homer  does  not  bring  his  hero  near  the 

precin&s  of  mount  jEtna.  Indeed  I think 

it  is  evident,  that  this  volcano  did  not  burn 

during  the  time  of  Homer,  nor  for  fome 

ages  preceding  it,  otherwife  it  is  not  pof- 

fible,  that  he  would  have  faid  fo  much  of 

Sicily,  without  taking  any  notice  of  fo 

great  and  capital  an  object,  which,  of  all 

others,  the  daring  and  fublime  imagination 

of  Homer  would  have  been  the  moft  eager 

to  grafp  at. — It  is  evident,  from  this  ac- 
* 

count,  that  Ulyffes  landed  at  the  weft  end 
of  Sicily,  oppofite  to  the  ifland  of  Lachaea, 
now  Favignana,  almoft  two  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  this  port. 

Virgil,  with  more  judgment,  lands  his 
hero  at  the  foot  of  iEtna,  which  gives 
him  an  opportunity  of  introducing  fome 

of 
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of  the  fineft  defcription  in  the  iEneid. 
But  it  is  fomewhat  odd,  that  here  he 
makes  iEneas  find  one  of  Ulyfles’s  com- 
panions, who  had  efcaped  the  rage  of 
Polyphemus,  and  had  lived  for  feveral 
months  in  the  woods  and  caverns  of  this 
mountain. — Virgil  muft  have  been  aware 
of  this  impropriety,  as  he  well  knew 
that  Homer  had  landed  Ulyftes,  and  placed 
the  cave  of  Polyphemus  at  the  mod  dis- 
tant point  of  the  ifiand.  But  he  could 
not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  pafs  Mount  iEtna. 
He  was  fo  thoroughly  convinced,  that  this 
was  the  moft  proper  landing-place  for  an 
epic  hero,  as  well  as  the  moft  proper  ha- 
bitation for  the  Cyclops,  that,  by  a bold 
poetical  licence,  he  has  fairly  .taken  it  for 
granted,  that  Homer  really  made  it  fo. 
Indeed,  in  this  paflage,  the  pleafure  he 
affords  to  the  imagination  of  his  reader, 
makes  an  ample  amends  for  his  having  im- 
pofed  on  his  judgment.  But  to  return  to 
our  voyage. 

T 3 
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The  view  of  the  mountain  from  the 
fea  is  more  complete  and  fatisfadory  than 
any  where  on  the  ifland.  The  eye  takes 
in  a greater  portion  of  the  circle,  and  you 
obferve,  with  more  diftindnefs,  how  it 
rifcs  equally  on  all  fides,  from  its  immenfe 
bafe,  overfpread  with  the  beautiful  little 
mountains  I have  mentioned  ; and  at  onc-e 
can  trace  the  progrefs  of  vegetation  from 
its  utmoll  luxuriance,  to  where  it  is  checked 

by  the  two  extremes  of  heat  and  of  cold 

The  different  regions  of  the  mountain  are 
• diflindly  marked  out,  by  their  different  co- 
lours, and  different  produdions ; expofing 
at  once  to  the  ravifhed  eye  every  climate, 
and  every  feafon,  with  all  their  variety ; 

"Where  bloffoms,  fruits,  and  flowers  together  rife, 
“ And  the  whole  year  in  gay  confufion  lies*” 

The  fir  ft  region  exhibits  every  objed  that 
charaderifes  fummer  and  autumn;  the  fe- 
cond,  thofe  of  the  moft  delightful  fpring; 
the  third,  an  eternal  and  unrelenting  win- 
ter; 
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ter ; and  the  fourth,  to  complete  the  con- 
trail, the  regions  of  unextinguifhable  fire. 

The  circumference  of  the  great  bafe  of 
iEtna,  Recupero  told  me,  he  had  been  at 
a good  deal  of  pains  to  afcertain  ; as  it  had 
generally  been  computed  only  at  a hundred 
miles,  or  little  more,  although  the  radii  of 
that  circle  had  ever  been  eileemed  at  thirty 
of  thofe  miles  ; an  abfurdity  in  computa- 
tion that  had  put  him  upon  making  this 
inquiry.  The  refult  was,  that  taking  the 
fuppofed  dillances  of  one  place  from  an- 
other, all  the  way  round,  the  fum  of  the 
whole  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  miles:  an  immenfe  circle  furely,  and 
which  is  ftill  enlarged  by  every  conliderable 
eruption.  The  whole  of  this  circle  is 
formed  of  lava  and  burnt  matter ; and  I 
have  obferved,  that  near  the  very  outermoft 
borders  of  it,  there  have  been  many  little 
eruptions  that  have  pierced  through  fome 
of  the  thickeft  lavas  of  iEtna.  Thefe  fmal! 

T 4 eruptions. 
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eruptions,  at  fo  vaft  a diftance  from  the 
great  furnace  of  the  mountain,  are  probably 
occafioned  by  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  lava, 
which  continues  for  many  years  rarifying 
the  air  in  the  caverns  it  has  run  over; 
which  burfting  forth  from  its  prifon,  the 
lava  finks  down,  and,  kindling  the  fulphur 
and  nitre  with  which  thefe  caverns  are 
filled,  exhibits  in  miniature  the  phenomena 
of  a great  eruption. 

There  is  a,  large  fandy  beach  that  ex- 
tends from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Simetus, 
a great  way  to  the  fouth  of  Catania,  and 
was  probably  continued  the  whole  way  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  of  Taurominum 
(where  there  are  flill  fome  remains  of  the 
eaft  end  of  it),  till  it  was  broken  in  upon, 
many  thoufand  years  ago,  by  the  lavas  of 
iEtna;  which,  from  a flat  fandy  fhore,  have 
now  converted  it  into  a high,  bold,  black, 
iron  coaft.  What  is  a ftrong  proof  of  this ; 
> — in  many  places  where  they  have  funk 

deep 
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deep  wells,  after  piercing  through  the 
lava,  they  have  at  laft  come  to  beds  of  fhells 

and  fea  fand, 

There  is  nothing  elfe  very  interefting  ia 
the  voyage  from  Catania  to  Syracufe.  If 
you  will  read  the  conclufion  of  the  third 
book  of  the  iEneid,  you  will  find  a much 
better  defcription  of  it  than  any  I can  give 
you.  The  coaft  lies  low,  and,  except  iEtna, 
there  are  no  very  ftriking  obje&s. 

We  paffed  the  mouths  of  feveral  rivers  3 
the  firft  and  moll  confiderable  is  the 
Giarretta,  or  river  of  St.  Paul,  formerly 
the  Simetus,  and- under  that  name  cele-r 
brated  by  the  poets.  The  nymph  Thalia, 
after  her  amour  with  Jupiter,  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  changed  into  this  ftream : 
and,  to  avoid  the  refentment  of  Juno,  funk 
under  ground  near  mount  iEtna,  and  con- 
* tinued  her  fubterraneous  courfe  to  the 
fea.  This  river  was  navigable  in  the  time 

of 
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of  the  Romans,  and,  Mafia  fays,  the  only 
one  in  the  ifland  that  was  fo.~ It  takes  its 
rife  on  the  north  fide  of  iEtna,  and,  fur- 
rounding the  weft  fkirts  of  the  mountain, 
falls  into  the  fea  near  the  ruins  of  the  an- 
cient Morgantio,  It  no  longer  links  under 
ground  as  it  did  formerly ; but  it  is  now 
celebrated  for  a quality  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  pofleffed  in  the  times  of  antiquity, 
as  none  of  the  old  writers  take  notice  of  it. 
It  throws  up  near  its  mouth  great  quanti- 
ties of  fine  amber : this  is  carefully  ga- 
thered by  the  peafants  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  brought  to  Catania,  wdiere  it  is 
manufactured  into  the  form  of  erodes, 
beads,  faints,  &c.  and  is  fold  at  high  prices 
to  the  fuperflitious  people  on  the  continent. 
We  bought  feveral  of  thefe  refpeCtable 
figures,  and  found  them  eleCtrical  in  a high 
degree ; powerfully  attracting  feathers, 
ftraws,  and  other  light  bodies  ; fomewhat 
emblematical,  you  will  fay,  of  what  they 
reprefent. — Some  pieces  of  this  amber  con- 
tain 
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tain  flies  and  other  infects  curioufly  pre- 
ferred in  its  fubftance ; and  we  were  not  a 
little  entertained  with  the  ingenuity  of  one 
of  the  artifts,  who  has  left  a large  blue- 

f 

bottle-fly,  with  its  wings  expanded,  exadtly 
over  the  head  of  a faint,  to  reprefent,  he 
told  us,  lo  fpirito  fanto  defcendingupon  him. 

I have  got  fome  fine  pieces  of  this  amber, 
more  electric,  I think,  and  emitting  a 
ftronger  fmell,  than  that  which  comes  from 
the  Baltic.  The  generation  of  this  fubftance 
has  long  .been  a controverted  point  amongft 
naturalifts  ; nor  do  I believe  it  is  as  yet 
afcertained,  whether  it  is  a fea  or  a land 
produ&ion.  It  is  generally  fuppoled  to  be 
a kind  of  gum  or  bitumen,  that  iflues  from 
the  earth  in  a liquid  ftate,  at  which  time 
the  flies  and  other  infedls  that  light  upon 
it  are  caught,  and  by  their  ftruggles  to  get 

loofe,  foon  work  themfelves  into  its  fub- 

\ , 

ftance,  which  hardening  round  them,  they 
are  for  ever  preferved  in  the  greateft  per- 
fection, Large  fine  pieces  are  conftantly 

found 
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found  at  the  mouth  of  the  Simetus,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  brought  down  by  the 
river ; but  it  is  fingular,  that  none  of  it  is 
ever  found  any  where  but  on  the  fea-fhore  : 
they  have  likewife  here  a kind  of  arti- 
ficial amber,  made,  I am  told,  from  copal ; 
but  it  is  very  different  from  the  natural. 

Not  far  from  the  mouth  of  this  river 
there  are  two  of  the  larged  lakes  in  Sicily ; 
the  Beviere  and  the  Pantana ; the  fird  c£ 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  by 
Hercules ; in  confequence  of  which  it  was 
held  facred  by  thg  ancients.  They  are  full 
of  a variety  of  fifh ; one  fpecies  of  which, 
called  Molletti,  is  much  edeemed  : the  fak- 
ing and  exportation  of  thefe  makes  a con- 
fiderable  branch  of  commerce  at  Leontini, 
which  is  in  that  neighbourhood : that  city 
is  one  of  the  mod  ancient  in  the  ifland,  and 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  habitation  of 
the  Ledrigons. 


The 
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The  Leontine  fields  have  been  much 
famed  for  their  fertility:  both  Diodorus 
and  Pliny  aflert  that  they  yielded  wheat  an 
hundred-fold,  and  that  grain  grew  fponta- 
neoufly  here  without  culture : but  this  was 
only  during  the  reign  of  Ceres,  and  is  not 
now  the  cafe. 

In  a few  hours  failing  we  came  in  fight 
of  the  city  of  Augufta,  which  is  beautifully 
fituated  in  a fmall  ifland  that  was  formerly 
a peninfula : it  was  therefore  called  by  the 
Greeks  Cherfonefus.  Both  the  city  and 
fortifications  feem  confiderable,  and  are 
faid  to  contain  about  9000  inhabitants. 
The  ruins  of  the  Little  Hybla,  fo  celebrated 
for  its  honey,  lie  within  a few  miles  of 
this  place. 

Some  time  before  our  arrival  at  Syracufe^ 
it  fell  a dead  calm,  and  we  fpied  a fine 
turtle  fall  afleep  on  the  furface  of  the  water. 
Our  pilot  ordered  a profound  filence,  and 

only 
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only  two  oars  to  row  very  gently,  that  if 
poffible  we  might  furprife  him. — Every 
thing  was  put  in  order,  and  two  men  were 
placed  ready  at  the  prow  to  fecure  the 
prize. — We  were  all  attention  and  expect- 
ation, and  durlt  hardly  breathe  for  fear  of 
difturbing  him. 

We  moved  flowly  on,  and  the  turtle  lay 
flone-ftill ; the  two  men  bent  down  their 
bodies,  and  had  their  arms  already  in  the 
water  to  feize  him. — No  alderman,  with 
all  deference  be  it  fpoken,  ever  beheld  his 
turtle  upon  the  table  with  more  pleafure 
and  fecurity  ; nor  feafted  his  imagination 
more  lufeioufiy  upon  the  banquet.— He 
was  already  our  own  in  idea,  and  we  were 
only  thinking  of  the  various  ways  in  which 
he  fhould  be  dreffed  when — how  vain 

and  tranfitory  all  human  poffeffions  ! the 
turtle  made  a plunge,  flipped  through  their 
fingers,  and  difappeared  in  a moment,  and 
with  him  all  our  hopes.— W e looked  very 

foolifh 
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foolifh  at  each  other,  without  uttering  a 
word,  till  Fullarton  alked  me  in  the  moft 
provoking  manner  in  the  world,  whether 
I would  chufe  a little  of  the  callipalh  or 
the  callipee. — The  two  men  fhrugged  up 
their  fhoulders,  and  faid  Pa%ienza ; but 

y - 

Glover  told  them  in  a rage,  that  all  the 
pazienza  on  earth  was  not  equal  to  a good 

turtle* 

__  * 

1 

Soon  after  this,  the  remains  of  the 
great  Syracufe  appeared ; the  remembrance 
of  whofe  glory,  magnificence,  and  il- 
luftrious  deeds  both  in  arts  and  arms, 
made  us  for  feme  time  even  forget  our 
turtle.  But,  alas ! how  are  the  mighty 
fallen ! This  proud  city,  that  vied  with 

1 

Rome  itfelf,  is  now  reduced  to  a heap  of 
rubbifh ; for  what  remains  of  it  deferves 
not  the  name  of  a city.  We  rowed  round 
the  greatefi:  part  of  its  walls  without  fee- 
ing a human  creature;  tliofe  very  walls 
that  were  the  terror  of  the  Roman  arms ; 

9 from 
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from  whence  Archimedes  battered  theif 
fleets,  and  with  his  engines  lifted  • their 
veflels  out  of  the  fea,  and  dafhed  them 
againft  the  rocks.  We  found  the  interior 
part  of  the  city  agree  but  too  well  with 
its  external  appearance.  There  was  not  an 
inn  to  be  found ; and  after  vifiting  all  the 
monafteries  and  religious  fraternities  in 
fearch  of  beds,  we  found  the  whole  of  them 
fo  wretchedly  mean  and  dirty,  that  we  pre- 
ferred at  laft  to  fleep  on  ftraw ; but  even 
that  we  could  not  have  clean,  but  are  eat 
up  with  vermin  of  every  kind. 

We  had  letters  for  the  Count  Gaetano, 
who  made  an  apology  that  he  could  not 
lodge  us,  but  in  other  refpedts  fhewed  us 
many  civilities ; particularly  in  giving  us 
the  ufe  of  his  carriage,  in  explaining  the 
ruins,  in  pointing  out  every  thing  that 
was  worthy  of  our  attention ; and  likewife 
in  giving  us  letters  of  recommendation  for 
Malta.  He  is  a gentleman  of  good  fenfe, 

and 
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and  has  written  feveral  treatifes  on  the  an- 
tiquities of  Sicily. 

Of  the  four  cities  that  compofed  the  an- 
cient Syracufe,  there  remains  only  Ortigia, 
by  much  the  fmalleft,  fituated  in  the  iiland 

of  that  name.  It  is  about  two  miles  round, 

© 

and  fuppofed  to  contain  about  14,000  inha- 
bitants. The  ruins  of  the  other  three, 
Tycha,  Acradina,  and  Neapoli,  are  com- 
puted at  twenty-two  miles  in  circumference, 
but  almoft  the  whole  of  this  fpace  is  now 
converted  into  rich  vineyards,  orchards, 
and  corn-fields  ; the  walls  of  thefe  are  in- 
deed every  where  built  with  broken  marbles 
full  of  engravings  and  infcriptions,  but 
mofl  of  them  defaced  and  fpoiled.  The 
principal  remains  of  antiquity  are  a theatre 
and  amphitheatre  ; many  fepulchres,  the 
Latomie,  the  Catacombs,  and  the  famous 
ear  of  Dionyfius,  which  it  was  impofiible 
to  deftroy, — -The  Latomie  now  makes  a no- 
Vol.  I.  U ble 
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ble  fubterraneous  garden,  and  is  indeed  one 
of  the  mofl  beautiful  and  romantic  fpots  I 
ever  beheld.  Mofl  of  it  is  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  below  the  level  of  the  earth,  and 
of  an  incredible  extent.  The  whole  is 
hewn  out  of  a rock  as  hard  as  marble,  com- 
pofed  of  a concretion  of  fhells,  gravel,  and 
other  marine  bodies.  The  bottom  of  this 
immenfe  quarry,  from  whence  probably 
the  greateil  part  of  Syracufe  was  built,  is 
now  covered  with  an  exceeding  rich  foil ; 
and  as  no  wind  from  any  point  of  the 
compafs  can  touch  it,  it  is  filled  with  a 
great  variety  of  the  hneft  flirubs  and  fruit- 
trees,  which  bear  with  vafl  luxuriance,  and 
are  never  blafled.  The  oranges,  citrons, 
bergamots,  pomegranates,  figs,  &c.  are  all 
of  a remarkable  fize  and  fine  quality.  Some 
of  thefe  trees,  but  more  particularly  the 
olives,  grow  out  of  the  hard  rock,  where 
there  is  no  vifible  foil,  and  exhibit  a very 
uncommon  and  pleafmg  appearance. 
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There  Is  a variety  of  wild  and  romantic 
fcenes  in  this  curious  garden  ; in  the  midft 
bf  which  we  were  furprifed  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a figure  under  one  of  the  caverns* 
that  added  greatly  to  the  dignity  and  fo- 
lemnity  of  the  place. — It  was  that  of  an 
aged  man,  with  a long  flowing  white  beard 
that  reached  down  to  his  middle.  His  old 
wrinkled  face  and  fcanty  grey  locks  pro- 
nounced him  a member  of  fome  former 

i ' 

age  as  w ell  as  of  this.  His  hands,  which 
were  fhook  by  the  palfy,  held  a fort  of 
pilgrim’s  ftaff ; and  about  his  neck  there 
Was  a firing  of  large  beads  with  a crucifix 
hanging  to  its  end.- — Had  it  not  been  for 
thefe  marks  of  his  later  exiflence,  I don’t 
know  but  I fhould  have  afked  him,  whe- 
ther, in  his  youth,  he  had  not  been  ac- 
quainted with  Theocritus  and  Archimedes, 
and  if  he  did  not  remember  the  reign  of 
Dionyfiius  the  tyrant.  But  he  faved  us  the 
trouble,  by  telling  us  he  was  the  hermit  of 
the  place,  and  belonged  to  a convent  of 

U 2 Capu- 
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Capuchins  on  the  rock  above  ; that  he  had 
now  bid  adieu  to  the  upper  world,  and  was 
determined  to  fpend  the  reft  of  his  life  in 
this  folitude,  in  prayer  for  the  wretched 
mortals  that  inhabit  it. 

This  figure,  together  with  the  fcene  in 
which  it  appears,  are  indeed  admirably  well 
adapted,  and  reflect  a mutual  dignity  upon 
each  other.  We  left  fome  money  upon  the 
rock  : — For  the  Capuchins,  who  are  the 
greateft  beggars  on  earth,  never  touch 
money,  but  fave  their  too  tender  confciences, 
and  preferve  their  Vows  unbroken,  by  the 
fimple  device  of  lifting  it  with  a pair  of 
pincers,  and  carrying  it  to  market  in  their 
fack  or  cowl.  This  I have  feen  more  than 
once. — We  were  much  delighted  with  the 
Latomie,  and  left  it  with  regret : It  is  the 
very  fame  that  has  been  fo  much  celebrated 
by  Cicero  about  1800  years  ago  : “ Opus 
“ eft  ingens  (lays  he)  magnificum  regum, 
41  ac  tyrannerum.  Totum  ex  faxo  in  mi- 

“ randam 
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“ randam  altitudinem  depreffo,  &c.”  A 
little  to  the  well  of  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
flood  the  country-houfe,  the  fale  of  which 
you  will  remember  he  gives  fo  lively  and 
pleafant  an  account  of ; by  which  a gold- 
fmith  (I  have  forgot  his  name)  cheated  a 
Roman  nobleman  in  a very  ingenious 
manner. 

The  ear  of  Dionyfius  is  no  lefs  a monu- 
ment of  the  ingenuity  and  magnificence, 
than  of  the  cruelty,  of  that  tyrant.  It  is  a 
huge  cavern  cut  out  of  the  hard  rock,  in 
the  form  of  the  human  ear.  The  perpen- 
dicular height  of  it  is  about  80  feet,  and 
the  length  of  this  enormous  ear  is  not.  lefs 
than  250.  The  cavern  was  faid  to  be  fo 
contrived,  that  every  found  made  in  it, 
was  collected  and  united  into  one  point,  as 
into  a focus  ; this  was  called  the  Tympa- 
num ; and  exadlly  oppofite  to  it  the  tyrant 
had  made  a fmall  hole,  which  communicated 
with  a little  apartment  where  he  ufed  to 

IT  3 conceal 


A TOUR  THROUGH 


294 

conceal  himfelf.  He  applied  his  own  ear  to 
this  hole,  and  is  faid  to  have  heard  diftindfly 
every  word  that  was  fpoken  in  the  cavern 
below.  This  apartment  was  no  fooner 
finifhed,  and  a proof  of  it  made,  than  he 
put  to  death  all  the  workmen  that  had  been 
employed  in  it.  He  then  confined  all  that 
he  fufpedted  were  his  enemies ; and  by 
over-hearing  their  convcrfation,  judged  of 
their  guilt,  and  condemned  and  acquitte4 
accordingly. 

As  this  chamber  of  Dionyfius  is  very 
high  in  the  rock,  and  now  totally  inaccefi- 
fible,  we  had  it  not  in  our  power  to  make 
proof  of  this  curious  experiment,  which 
our  guides  told  us  had  been  done  fome  years 
ago  by  the  captain  of  an  Englifh  fhip. 

The  echo  in  the  ear  is  prodigious  ; much 
fuperior  to  any  other  cavern  I have  feen. 
The  holes  in  the  rock,  to  which  the  pri- 
soners were  chained,  ftill  remain,  and  even 

the 
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the  lead  and  iron  in  feveral  of  them.  We 
furprifed  a poor  young  porcupine  who  had 
come  here  to  drink,  of  whom  our  guides 
made  lawful  prize.— Near  to  this  there  are 
caverns  of  a great  extent,  where  they  carry 
on  a manufactory  of  nitre,  which  is  found 
in  vail  abundance  on  the  fides  of  thefe 
caves. 

The  amphitheatre  is  in  the  form  of  a 
very  excentric  ellipfe,  and  is  much  ruined  ; 
but  the  theatre  is  fo  entire,  that  mod  of 
the  gradini  or  feats  dill  remain.  Both  thefe 
are  in  that  part  of  the  city  that  was  called 
Neapoli,  or  the  New  City.  “ Quarta  au- 
<c  tern  ed  urbs  (fays  Cicero)  quse  quia  pof- 
<c  trema  sedificata  ed,  Neapolis  nominatur, 

u quam  ad  fummam  theatrum  ed  maxi- 

* 

u mum,  &c.”  However,  it  is  but  a fmall 
theatre  in  comparifon  of  that  of  Tauro- 
minum.  We  fearched  amongd  the  fepul- 
chres,  feveral  of  which  are  very  elegant, 
for  that  of  Archimedes  ; but  could  fee  no- 

XJ  4 thing 
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thing  refembling  it. — At  his  own  defire  it 
was  adorned  with  the  figure  of  a fphere 
infcribed  in  a cylinder,  but  had  been  loft 
by  his  ungrateful  countrymen,  even  be- 
fore the  time  that  Cicero  was  quseftor  of 
Sicily.  It  is  plealant  to  obferve,  with 
what  eagernefs  this  great  man  undertakes 
the  fearch  of  it,  and  with  what  exultation 
he  defcribes  his  triumph  on  the  difcovery. 
u Ego  autem  cum  omnia  colluftrarem  ocu- 
“ lis  (eft  enim  ad  portas  Agragianas  magna 
“ frcquentia  fepulchrorum)  animadverd 
<l  columnellam  non  multum  e dumis  emi- 
<c  nentem,  in  qua  inerat  fiphxrx  figura  et 
“ cylindri.  Atque  ego  ftatim  Syracufanis 
“ (erant  autem  principes  mecum)  dixi,  me 
“ illud  ipfum  arbitrari  effe  quod  qusererem. 

Immifti  cum  falcibus  multi  purgarunt,  et 
“ aperuerunt  locum  : quo  cum  patefadtus 
4t  eftet  aditus  ad  adverfam  bafim  acceffimus ; 
u apparebat  epigramma  exefis  pofterioribus 
u partibus  verficulorum  dimidiatis  fere  : Ita 
60  nobiliftima  Graecia;  civitas,  quondam  vero 

u etiam 
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€C  etiam  do&iffima  fui  civis  unius  acutiffimi 
<c  monumentum  ignorafiet,  nifi  ab  homine 
“ Arpinate  didicilfet,  & c.” 

1 » 1 

* 

The  Catacombs  are  a great  work  ; little 
inferior  either  to  thofe  of  Rome  or  Naples, 
and  in  the  fame  ftyle.  There  are  many 
remains  of  temples.  The  Duke  of  Mont- 
albano,  who  has  written  on  the  antiquities 
of  Syracufe,  reckons  near  twenty  ; but 
there  is  hardly  any  of  thefe  that  are  now 
diftinguifhable.  A few  fine  columns  of 
that  of  Jupiter  Olympus  ftill  remain  ; and 
the  temple  of  Minerva  (now  converted  into 
the  cathedral  of  the  city,  and  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin)  is  almoft  entire.  They  have 
lately  built  a new  faqade  to  it ; but  I am 
afraid  they  have  not  improved  on  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  antique.  It  is  full  of  broken 
pediments,  and  I think  in  a bad  ftyle. 

Ortigia,  the  only  remaining  part  of  Sy- 
racufe, was  anciently  an  illand  j it  is  often 
9 denomi- 
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denominated  fuch  by  Virgil,  Cicero,  and 
many  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  hiftorians. 
In  latter  ages,  and  probably  by  the  ruins 
of  this  mighty  city,  the  ftrait  that  fepa- 
rated  it  from  the  continent,  was  filled  up  ; 
and  it  had  now  been  a peninfula  for  many 
ages  ; till  the  prefent  king  of  Spain,  at  a 
vaft  expence,  cut  through  the  neck  of  land 
that  joined  it  to  Sicily,  and  has  again  re- 
duced it  to  its  primitive  Rate, 

% 

Here  he  has  raifed  a noble  fortification, 
which  appears  to  be  almofl  impregnable. 
There  are  four  ftrong  gates,  one  within 

the  other,  with  each  a glacis,  covered  way, 

* 

fcarp  and  counterfcarp,  and  a broad  deep 
ditch  filled  with  fea- water,  and  defended 
by  an  immenfe  number  of — embrafures  ; — 
but  not  fo  much  as  one  fingle  piece  of  ar- 
tillery. This  you  will  no  doubt  think  ri- 
diculous enough,  but  the  ridicule  is  ftill 
heightened,  when  I allure  you  there  is  not 
a cannon  of  any  kind  belonging  to  this 

noble 
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noble  fortrefs,  but  one  fmall  battery  of  fix 
pounders  for  faluting  Chips  that  go  in  and 
out  of  the  port.  If  you  are  at  a lofs  to 
account  for  this,  you  will  pleafe  remember 
that  it  is  a work  of  the  king  of  Spain. 
However,  the  ditches  are  very  ufeful ; they 
are  perpetually  covered  with  fifhing-boats  ; 
and  they  can  ufe  their  nets  and  lines  here 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs,  even  in  the  moll 
flormy  weather  ; though  I dare  fay  this  was 
none  of  the  motives  that  induced  his  majefty 
to  make  them.  The  nobility  of  the  place  have 
Jikewife  barges  here,  for  their  amufement. 

As  the  celebrated  fountain  of  Arethufa 
has  ever  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
greateft  curiofities  of  Syracufe,  you  may 
believe  we  were  not  a little  impatient  to 
examine  it : And  indeed  only  by  obferving 
Cicero’s  account  of  it  we  foon  found  it 

out. 


* In  hac  infula  extrema  eft  fons  aquae  dulcis,  cui 
nomen  Arethufa  eft,  incredibili  magnitudine  plenif- 

fimus 
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out. — It  ftill  exactly  anfwers  the  defcription 
be  gives,  except  with  regard  to  the  great 
quantities  of  fifh  it  contained,  which  leem 
now  to  have  abandoned  it. 

% 

The  fountain  of  Arethufa  was  dedicated 
to  Diana,  who  had  a magnificent  temple 
near  it,  where  great  fefiivals  were  annually 
celebrated  in  honour  of  the  goddefs.  We 
found  a number  of  nymphs,  up  to  the 
knees  in  the  fountain,  bufy  walking  their 
garments,  and  we  dreaded  the  fate  of 
Adlason  and  Alpheus  : but  if  thefe  were  of 
Diana’s  train,  they  are  by  no  means  fo  coy 
as  they  were  of  old  ; and  a man  would 
hardly  chufe  to  run  the  rifle  of  being 
changed  either  into  a flag  or  a river  for  the 
beft  of  them. 

It  is  indeed  an  aftonifhing  fountain  ; and 
rifes  at  once  out  of  the  earth,  to  the  fize 

fimus  pifeium,  qui  flu£tu  totus  operiretur,  nifi  mu- 
nitione,  ac  mole  lapidum  a mari  disjun£tus  eflet,  &c. 
Cic. 


of 
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of  a river.— The  poetical  fi&ions  concern- 
ing it  are  too  well  known  to  require  that  I 
fhould  enumerate  them.  Many  of  the 
people  here  believe  to  this  day,  that  it  is 
the  identical  river  Arethufa,  that  links  un- 
der ground  near  Olympia  in  Greece,  and, 
continuing  its  courfe  for  five  or  fix  hundred 
miles  below  the  ocean,  rifes  again  in  this 
fpot. 

It  is  truly  aflonifhing  that  fuch  a flory  as 
this  fhould  have  gained  fuch  credit  amongft 
the  ancients ; for  it  is  not  only  their  poets, 
but  natural  hifiorians  and  philofophers  too, 
that  take  notice  of  it.  Pliny  mentions  it 
more  than  once  ; and  there  are  few  or  none 
of  the  Latin  poets  that  it  has  efcaped. 

This  ftrange  belief  has  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Sicilian  authors,  and,  what  is 
amazing,  there  is  hardly  any  of  them  that 
doubts  of  it. — Pomponius  Mela,  Paufanias, 
Mafia,  and  Fazzello,  are  all  of  the  fame 

fenti- 
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fentiments  ; to  fupport  which  they  tell  you 
the  old  ftory  of  the  golden  cup  won  at  the 
Olympic  games,  which  was  thrown  into  the' 
Grecian  Arethufa,  and  was  foon  after  cad 
up  again  by  the  Sicilian  one. 

They  likewife  add,  that  it  had  always 
been  obferved  that  after  the  great  facrifices 
at  Olympia,  the  blood  of  which  fell  into 
that  river,  the  waters  of  Arethufa  rofe  for 
leverai  days  tinged  with  blood. 

i 

This,  like  many  modern  miracles,  was 
probably  a trick  of  the  priefts. — Thofe  of 
Diana  had  the  charge  of  the  fountain  of 
Arethufa,  and  no  doubt  were  much  inte- 
refted  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  ftory * 
for  it  was  that  goddefs  that  converted  the 
nymph  Arethufa  into  a river,  and  conduct- 
ed her  by  fubterraneous  paflages  from 
Greece  to  Sicily,  to  avoid  the  purfuit  of  Al- 
pheus,  who  underwent  the  fame  fate. 


At 
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At  a little  diftance  from  the  fountain  of 
Arethufa,  there  is  a very  large  fpring  of 
frefh  water,  that  boils  up  in  the  fea.  It  is 
called  Occhi  di  Zilica , and  by  fome  Al- 
pheus,  who  is  fuppofed  by  the  poets  to 
have  purfued  Arethufa  below  the  fea  all  the 
way  to  Sicily. 

As  this  fpring  is  not  taken  notice  of  by 
any  of  the  great  number  of  the  ancients 
that  fpeak  of  Arethufa,  it  is  moft  probable 
that  it  did  not  then  exift ; and  is  a part  of 
that  fountain  that  has  fince  burft  out  be- 
fore its  arrival  at  the  ifland  of  Ortigia. 
Had  it  been  vifible  in  the  time  of  the 
Greeks,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would 
have  made  life  of  this,  as  a ftrong  argu- 
ment to  prove  the  fubmarine  journey  of 
Arethufa  ; as  it  in  fadt  rifes  at  fome  diftance 
in  the  fea,  and  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
direction  that  Greece  lies  from  Ortigia.  It 
fometimes  boils  up  fo  ftrongly,  that  after 

piercing 
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piercing  the  fait  water,  I am  told  it  can  be 
taken  up  very  little  affe&ed  by  it. 

• 

Syracufe  has  two  harbours  ; the  larged: 
of  which,  on  the  fouth  weft  fide  of  Ortigia, 
is  reckoned  fix  miles  round,  and  was  efteem- 
ed  one  of  the  bed:  in  the  Mediterranean. 
It  is  faid  by  Diodorus  to  have  run  almoft 
into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  was  called 
Marmoreo,  becaufe  entirely  furrounded 
with  buildings  of  marble  ; the  entry  into 
this  harbour  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  the 
Roman  fleets  could  never  penetrate  into  it. 

The  fmall  port  is  on  the  north  eaft  of 
Ortigia,  and  is  likewife  recorded  to  have 
been  highly  ornamented.  Fazzello  fays, 
there  is  ftill  the  remains  of  a fubmarine 
aqueduct,  that  runs  through  the  middle  of 
it,  which  was  intended  to  convey  the  water 
from  the. fountain  of  Arethufa  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  city. 


Near 
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Near  this  port,  they  fhew  the  fpot  where 
Archimedes’  houle  flood  ; and  likewife  the 
tower  from  whence  he  is  faid  to  have  fet 
fire  to  the  Roman  galleys  with  his  burning 
glades  ; a ftory  which  is  related  by  feveral 
authors,  but  which  is  now  almofl  univer- 
fally  exploded,  from  the  difficulty  to  con- 
ceive a burning-glafs,  or  a concave  fpe- 
culum,  with  a focus  of  fuch  an  immenfe 
length  as  this  mufl  have  required. 

However,  I fliould  be  apt  to  imagine,  if 
this  be  not  entirely  a fiction  (of  which  there 
is  fome  probability),  that  it  was  neither 
performed  by  refracting  burning-glafles  nor 
fpeculums,  but  only  by  means  of  common 
looking-glades,  or  very  clear  plates  of 
metal.  Indeed,  from  the  fituation  of  the 
place  it  rnuft  have  been  done  by  reflection  ; 
for  Archimedes’  tower  flood  on  the  north 
of  the  little  port  where  the  Roman  fleet 
are  faid  to  have  been  moored  ; fo  that  their 
Vol.  L X veffels 
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veifels  lay  in  a right  line  betwixt  him  and 
the  fun  at  noon  ; and  at  a very  fmall  di- 
fiance  from  the  wall  of  the  city  where 
this  tower  flood.  But  if  you  will  fuppofe 
this  to  have  been  performed  by  common 
burning-glalfes,  or  by  thofe  of  the  para- 
bolical kind,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  raife  a 
tower  of  a mod  enormous  height  on  the 
ifland  of  Ortigia,  in  order  to  interpofe 
thefe  glalfes  betwixt  the  fun  and  the  Ro- 
man galleys ; and  even  this  could  not  have 
been  done  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  when 
his  rays  are  exceedingly  weak.  But  I have 
very  little  doubt  that  common  looking- 
glalfes  would  be  found  all-fufficient  to  per- 
form thefe  effe&s. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  a thoufand  of  thefe 
were  made  to  reflect  the  rays  to  the 
fame  point : The  heat,  in  all  probability, 
mud  be  increafed  to  a greater  degree  than 
in  the  focus  of  mod  burning-glalfes  ; and 

abun- 
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abundantly  capable  of  fetting  fire  to  every 
combuflible  fubftance. — This  experiment 
might  be  eafily  made  by  means  of  a bat- 
talion of  men,  arming  each  with  a looking- 
glafs  inftead  of  a firelock  ; and  fetting  up 
a board  at  two  or  three  hundred  yards 
diftance  for  them  to  fire  at.  I fuppofe  it 
would  take  a confiderable  time  before  they 
were  expert  at  this  exercife  ; but,  by  prac- 
tice, I have  no  doubt  that  they  might  all 
be  brought  to  hit  the  mark  inflantaneou  % 
at  the  word  of  command  ; like  the  lark- 
catchers  in  fome  countries,  who  are  fo 
dexterous  at  this  manoeuvre,  that  with  a 
fmall  mirrour  they  throw  the  rays  of  light 
on  the  lark,  let  her  be  ever  fo  high  in  the 
air  ; which,  by  a kind  of  fafcination,  brings 
down  the  poor  animal  to  the  fnare. 

You  may  laugh  at  all  this  ; but  I don’t 
think  it  is  impoffible  that  a looking-glafis 
may  one  day  be  thought  as  neceffary  an 
implement  for  a foldier  as  at  prefent  it  is 

X 2 for 
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for  a beau.  I am  very  apprehenfive  the 
French  will  get  the  ftart  of  us  in  this  fignal 
invention  ; as  I have  been  a (lured  long  ago, 
that  few  of  their  men  ever  go  to  the  field, 
without  IFrft  providing  themfelves  with  one 
of  thefe  little  warlike  engines,  the  true  ufe 
of  which,  happily  for  us,  they  are  as  yet 
unacquainted  with.  You  will  eafily  per- 
ceive, that  if  this  experiment  fucceeds,  it 
mud  alter  the  whole  fyftem  of  fortification 
as  well  as  of  attack  and  defence  ; for  every 
part  of  the  city  that  is  expofed  to  the  view 
of  the  befiegers,  may  be  eafily  fet  in  a 
flame  ; and  the  befieged  would  have  the 
fame  advantage  over  the  camp  of  the  be- 
fieging  army 


* Since  the  writing  of  thefe  letters,  the  author  has 
been  informed,  that  Mr.  Buffcn  actually  made  this 
experiment.  — He  conftrucied  a kind  of  frame,  in 
which  were  fixed  four  hundred  fmall  mirrours,  difpofed 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  rays  reflected  from  each  of 
them  fell  exactly  on  the  fame  point.  By  means  of  this 
he  melted  lead  at  the  diflance  of  120  feet,  and  fet  fire 
to  a hayftack  at  a much  greater  diflance. 

6 
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We  are  already  completely  tired  of  Sy- 
racufe,  which  of  all  the  wretched  places 
we  have  yet  met  with,  is  by  many  degrees 
the  moll  wretched  :*■  For  befides  that  its 
inhabitants  are  fo  extremely  poor  and  beg- 
garly, many  of  them  are  fo  over-run  with 
the  itch,  that  we  are  under  perpetual  ap- 
prehend o ns,  and  begin  to  be  extremely 
well  fatisfied  that  we  could  not  procure 
beds. — It  is  truly  melancholy  to  think  of 
the  difmal  contrail  that  its  former  mag;- 
nificence  makes  with  its  prefent  meannefs. 
The  mighty  Syracufe,  the  mod  opulent  and 
powerful  of  all  the  Grecian  cities,  which, 
by  its  own  proper  (Length  alone,  was  able, 
at  different  times,  to  contend  againft  all 
the  power  of  Carthage  and  of  Rome  : 

1 

— Which  is  recorded  (what  the  force  of 
united  nations  is  now  incapable  of)  to 
have  repulfed  fleets  of  two  thoufand  fail, 
and  armies  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men  ; 
and  contained  within  its  own  walls,  what 

X 3 no 
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no  city  ever  did  before  or  fince,  fleets  and 
armies  that  were  the  terror  of  the  world. 
This  haughty  and  magnificent  city,  reduced 
even  below  the  confequence  of  the  mod 
infignificant  burgh  ! — u Sic  tranfit  gloria 

i 

“ mundi.” — I have  not  even  been  able  to 
procure  a table  to  write  upon,  but  by  way 
of  fuccedaneum  am  obliged  to  lay  a form 
over  the  back  of  two  chairs. — We  have 
got  into  the  mod  wretched  hovel  you  can 
conceive,  and  the  mod  dirty  ; but  what  is 
dill  word  of  all,  we  can  And  nothing  to 
eat  ; and  if  we  had  not  brought  fome  cold 
fowls  along  with  us,  we  might  have 
darved. 

The  heat  has  been  confiderably  greater 
here  than  at  Catania.  The  thermometer  is 
jud  now  at  78. — There  is  an  old  remark 
made  on  the  climate  of  this  place  by  fome 
of  the  ancients  ; which  is  dill  faid  to  hold 
good  : that  at  no  feafon,  the  fun  has  ever 

been 
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been  invifible  during  a whole  day  at  Syra- 
cufe.  I find  it  mentioned  by  feveral  Sicilian 
authors,  but  fhall  not  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  it. — Adieu. — My  next  will  probably  be 
from  Malta ; for  we  fhall  fail  to-morrow, 

i 

if  it  be  poflible  to  procure  a veffel. 

Ever  yours. 


\ 


\ 
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LETTER  XIII. 

Capo  PafTero,  June  3, 

S we  found  the  mighty  city  of  Syra- 
cufe  fo  reduced,  that  it  could  not 
afford  beds  and  lodging  to  three  weary 
travellers,  we  agreed  to  abridge  our  ftay  in 
it  ; and  accordingly  hired  a Maltefe  Spa- 
ronaro  to  carry  us  to  that  ifland  : This  is  a 
fmall  fix- oar’d  boat,  made  entirely  for  fpeed, 
to  avoid  the  African  pirates,  and  other 
Barbarefque  veffels,  with  which  thefe  feas 
are  infefted  ; but  fo  flat  and  fo  narrow, 
that  they  are  not  able  to  bear  any  fea,  and 
of  confequence  keep  always  as  near  the  coaft 
as  poflible.  * 

On  the  2d  of  June,  by  day-break,  we 
left  the  Marmoreo,  or  great  port  ot  Sy- 

» 

racufe  : and  although  the  wind  was  exa&ly 

contrary 

* 
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contrary  and  pretty  ftrong,  by  the  force 
of  their  oars,  which  they  manage  with 
great  dexterity,  we  got  on  at  the  rate  of 
four  miles  an  hour.  They  do  not  pull 
their  oars  as  we  do,  but  pufh  them  like 
the  Venetian  Gondoliers  ; always  fronting 
the  prow  of  the  boat,  and  feldom  or  never 
fit  down  while  they  row  ; allowing  the 
whole  weight  of  their  bodies  to  be  exerted 
every  ftroke  of  the  oar.  This  gives  a pro- 
digious momentum,  and  is  certainly  much 
more  forcible  than  a fimple  exertion  of  the 
mufcles  of  the  arm. 

\ 

About  ten  o’clock  the  wind  became  fa- 
vourable, when  we  went  indeed  at  an  im- 

menfe  rate.  At  twelve  it  blew  a hurricane, 

• 

and  with  fome  difficulty  we  got  under  fhore, 
but  the  wind  was  fo  exceedingly  violent, 
that  even  there  we  had  like  to  have  been 

overfet,  and  we  were  obliged  to  run  aground 

¥ 

to  fave  us  from  that  difafter.  Here  we  were 
a good  deal  annoyed  by  the  fand  carried 

about 
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about  by  the  wind  ; however,  the  hurricane 
was  foon  over,  and  we  again  put  to  fea 
with  a favourable  gale,  wThich  in  a few 
hours  carried  us  to  Capo  Pafiero. 

In  this  little  ftorm  we  were  a good  deal 

amufed  with  the  behaviour  of  our  Sicilian 

% 

fervant,  who  at  land  is  a fellow  of  un- 
daunted courage,  of  which  we  have  had 
many  proofs  ; but  here  (1  don’t  know  why) 
it  entirely  forfook  him,  although  there  was 
in  fact  no  real  danger,  for  we  never  were 
more  than  ioo  yards  from  the  fhore.  He 
gave  himfeif  up  to  defpair,  and  called  upon 
all  his  faints  for  protection  : And  never 
again  recovered  his  confidence  all  the  reft 
of  this  little  voyage  ; perpetually  wifhing 

4 

himfeif  back  at  Naples,  and  fwearing  that 
no  earthly  temptation  fhould  ever  induce 
him  to  go  to  fea  again.  The  fame  fellow, 
but  a few  days  ago,  mounted  a moft  vicious 
horfe,  and  without  the  leaft  fear  or  concern 
galloped  along  the  fide  of  a precipice,  where 

every 
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every  moment  we  expe&ed  to  fee  him  dafhed 
to  pieces ; fo  fmgular  and  various  are  the 
different  modes  of  fear  and  of  courage. 

Capo  Paffero,  anciently  called  Pachinus, 
is  the  remoteft  and  moft  foutherly  point 
of  Sicily.  It  is  not  a peninfula,  as  repre- 
fented  in  all  the  maps,  but  a wretched 
barren  ifland,  of  about  a mile  round  3 with 
a fort  and  a fmall  garrifon  to  proted  the 
neighbouring  country  from  the  incurfions 
of  the  Barbary  corfairs,  who  are  often  very 
troublefome  on  this  part  of  the  coaft. 
This  little  ifland  and  fort  lie  about  a mile 
and  a half  diftant  from  the  fmall  creek  of 
which  we  have  taken  poffelfion,  and  are 
feparated  from  the  reft  of  Sicily  by  a ftrait 
of  about  half  a mile  broad. 

Our  pilot  told  us  that  we  muft  not  think 
of  Malta,  which  is  almoft  1 00  miles  off,  till 
there  were  more  fettled  appearances  of  good 
weather. 


A9 
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As  there  is  no  habitation  here  of  any 
kind,  we  fearched  about,  till  at  laft  wc 
found  a fmall  cavern,  where  we  made  a 
very  comfortable  dinner.  We  then  Tallied 

forth  to  examine  the  face  of  the  country, 

» 

as  well  as  to  try  if  we  could  (hoot  fome- 
thing  for  our  fupper. — We  found  that  we 
had  now  got  into  a very  different  world 
from  any  thing  we  had  yet  feen.  The 
country  here  is  exceedingly  barren,  and  to 
a confiderable  diftance  produces  neither 
corn  nor  wine  : But  the  fields  are  adorned 
with  an  infinite  variety  of  flowers  and  of 
flowering  fhrubs,  and  the  rocks  are  every 
where  entirely  covered  with  capers,  which 
are  juft  now  fit  for  gathering.  If  we  had 
vinegar,  we  could  foon  have  pickled  hogf- 
heads  of  them. 

We  found  here,  in  the  greateft  perfe&ion, 
that  beautiful  fhrub  called  the  Palmeta,  re- 
fembling  a fmall  palm-tree,  with  an  elegant 
fine  flower  : But,  to  our  great  mortifica- 
tion, 
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tion,  the  feed  is  not  yet  ripe.  We  likewife 
found  great  quantities  of  a blue  everlafting 
flower,  which  I don’t  remember  to  have 
feen  in  Miller,  or  any  of  our  botanical 
books.  The  hem  riles  about  a foot  high, 
and  is  crowned  with  a large  duller  of  fmall 
blue  flowers,  the  leaves  of  which  are  of  a 
dry  fublfance  like  the  Elychryfum,  or  globe 
Amaranthus.  Some  of  thefe  are  of  a pur- 
ple colour,  but  mod  of  them  blue.  I have 
gathered  a pretty  large  quantity  for  the 
ipeculation  of  the  botanifts  on  our  return. 

f 

We  found  a good  fwimming-place,  which 
is  always  one  of  .the  firfb  things  we  look 

out  for,  as  this  exercife  conllitutes  one  of 

/ 

the  principal  pleafures  of  our  expedition. 

As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  we  got  on  board 
our  little  boat,  and  rowed  about  a hundred 
yards  out  to  fea,  where  we  call  anchor  ; our 
pilot  alluring  us  that  this  was  abfolutely 
necelfary,  as  the  people  in  this  part  of  the 

country 
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country  arc  little  better  than  favages  ; and, 
were  we  to  Ray  at  land,  might  very  pof- 
fibly  come  down  during  the  night,  and  rob 
and  murder  us. 

He  likevvife  told  us,  that  the  Turks  had 
made  frequent  invaftons  upon  this  point  of 
the  iftand,  which,  of  all  others,  lay  moft 
expofed  to  their  depredations  ; that  lately 
three  of  their  chebccks  ran  into  a fmall 
harbour  a few  miles  from  this,  and  carried 
off  fix  merchant-fhips  ; and  that  very  of- 
ten feme  of  their  light  veffcls  were  feen 
hovering  off  the  coaft  ; that  the  only  way 
to  be  in  perfect  fecurity  from  thefe  two 
enemies  by  fea  and  land,  was  to  chufe  a 
place  on  tbe  coaft  fo  deep,  that  the  ban- 
ditti by  land  could  not  wade  in  to  us  ; and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  fhallow,  as  to  be  equally 
inacceftible  to  the  banditti  by  fea. 

When  we  found  ourfelves  thus  in  fecu- 
rity on  both  hands,  we  wrapt  ourfelves  up 

4 in 
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in  our  cloaks,  and  fell  afleep  : however,  we 
had  but  a very  uncomfortable  night  ; the 
wind  rofe,  and  the  motion  of  our  little  bark 
was  exceeding  difagreeable,  and  made  us 
heartily  fick.  As  foon  as  day  began  to 
appear,  w7e  made  them  pull  into  fhore  ; 
when  we  were  immediately  cured  of  our 
ficknefs  ; and  as  the  weather  continues  hill 
unfavourable,  we  have  fallen  upon  a variety 
of  amufements  to  pafs  the  time. 

We  have  been  thrice  in  the  water,  which 
is  warm  and  pleafant ; and  in  the  intervals, 
I have  written  you  this  letter  on  the  top  of  a 
large  bafket,  in  which  we  carry  our  fea-ftore. 
We  have  like  wife  gathered  fhells,  pieces  of 
coral,  of  fpunge,  and  feveral  beautiful  kinds 
of  lea- weed.  The  rocks  here  are  all  of 
fand  and  gravel  run  together,  and  become 
as  hard  as  granite.  There  are  many  fhells 
and  other  marine  fubftances  mixed  in  their 
compofition,  which  renders  them  obje&s  of 
curiofity  in  the  eye  of  a naturalift. 


This 
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This  morning  we  made  a kind  of  tent  of 
a fail,  drawn  over  the  point  of  a rock,  and 
fixed  with  an  oar,  by  way  of  pole.  Here 
we  breakfafted  mofl  luxurioufly  on  excel- 
lent tea  and  honey  of  Hybla. 

I was  interrupted  in  this  part  of  my 
letter,  by  an  officer  from  the  fort  of  Capo 
Paffero.  He  tells  us,  that  we  may  give  over 

i ^ * 

all  thoughts  of  getting  farther  for  thefe  fix 
days. — What  do  you  think  is  his  reafon  ? — 
I own  I was  in  fome  pain  till  he  mentioned 
it. — This  wind  fet  in  exactly  as  the  moon 
entered  her  fecond  quarter,  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly continue  till  fhe  is  full.  There  is  a 
rafcal  for  you  ! — If  he  be  telling  truth,  I 
fhall  certainly  fludy  aftrology.  He  likewife 
told  us,  that  two  galliots  had  been  feen  off 
the  coaft  ; and  defired  us  to  be  upon  our 
guard  ; but  I own,  the  moon,  together  with 
other  circumftances,  has  confiderably  weak- 
ened his  evidence  with  me. 

' We 
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We  have  learned  from  his  converfation, 
that  the  fort  of  Capo  Paffero  is  made  ufe  of 
as  a place  of  exile  for  the  delinquents  in  the 
army;  of  which  number  I have  not  the  leaf! 
doubt  that  he  is  one.  He  told  us  there  were 
two  near  relations  of  the  viceroy,  that  had 
been  lately  fent  there  for  mifdemeanors ; 
that  for  his  part,  he  belonged  to  a very 
agreeable  garrifon ; but  as  he  loved  retire- 
ment, he  chofe  to  accompany  them.  How- 
ever, his  countenance  told  a very  different 
ftory;  and  faid,  in  ftrong  language,  that 
he  was  a tres  mauvais  fujet . Befides,  he 
is  a ftupid  fellow,  and  has  tired  me.  I 
could  learn  nothing  from  him. 


It  muft  be  .owned,  this  is  an  excellent 
place  of  exile  for  a young  rake,  who  wants 
to  fhew  away  in  the  beau  monde.  It  is  not 
within  many  miles  of  any  town  or  village  ; 
fo  that  the  gentlemen  may  enjoy  retirement 
in  its  utmoft  perfection. 


VOL.  I. 


Y 


We 
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We  were  furprifed  to  find  on  this  coaft 
quantities  of  the  true  pumice-ftone,  which 
at  firft  we  fuppofed  to  have  been  brought 
by  the  fea  from  iEtna,  till  we  likewife  dif- 
covered  many  large  pieces  of  lava,  which 
makes  us  imagine  there  mufl:  have  been 
fome  eruption  of  lire  in  this  part  of  the 
ifland ; yet  I fee  no  conical  mountain,  or 
any  other  indication  of  it. 

If  our  officer’s  prognollications  prove 
true,  and  we  are  detained  here  any  longer, 
I fhall  examine  the  country  to  a much 
greater  diftance.  The  wind  continues  di- 
redtly  contrary ; the  fea  is  very  high  in 
the  canal  of  Malta,  and  our  Sicilian  fer- 

vant  is  in  a fad  trepidation But  I fee 

Glover  and  Fullarton  coming  for  their  din- 
ner ; fo  I fhall  be  obliged  to  give  up  the 
bafket. — This  fea-air  gives  one  a monftrous 
appetite ; and  it  is  with  grief  I mention 
it,  we  are  already  brought  to  fhort  allow- 
ance : — Only  one  cold  fowl  among  three 

of 
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of  us ; all  three  pretty  fharp  fet,  I allure 
you. — Thofe  infamous  rafcals,  to  lofe  our 
turtle  !— They  have  fpied  a fifhing  boat, 
and  are  hailing  her  as  loud  as  they  can  roar, 
— but,  alas ! fhe  is  too  far  off  to  hear  them. 
They  have  juft  fired  a gun  to  bring  her  to, 
and  happily  fhe  obeys  the  fignal,  fo  there 
are  ftill  hopes ; otherwife  we  fliall  foon  be 
reduced  to  bread  and  water.  Our  tea  and 
fugar  too  are  juft  upon  a clofe,  which  is 
the  cruelleft  article  of  all ; but  we  have 
plenty  of  good  bread  and  Hybla  honey; 
fo  we  are  in  no  danger  of  ftarving. 

We  have  likcwife  made  an  admirable 
and  a very  comfortable  difpofition  for  our 
night’s  lodging.  The  Sparonaro  is  fo  very 
narrow,  that  it  is  impoftible  for  us  all  to 
lie  in  it ; belldes,  we  are  eat  up  with  ver- 
min, and  have  nothing  but  the  hard  boards 
to  lie  on : all  thefe  confiderations,  add- 

ed to  the  curfed  fwinging  of  the  boat, 
and  the  horrid  ficknefs  it  occafions,  have 

Y 2 deter- 
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determined  us  rather  to  trufl  ourfelves  to 
the  mercy  of  the  banditti,  than  to  lie  ano- 
ther night  at  fea : befides,  we  have  made 
the  happieft  difeovery  in  the  world ; a 
great  quantity  of  fine,  foft,  dry  fea-weed  ; 
lying  under  the  fhelter  of  a rock,  and  feems 
intended  by  Providence  for  our  bed : Over 
this  we  are  going  to  ftretch  a fail,  and  ex- 
pect to  Deep  moil  luxurioufly ; but  to  pre- 
vent all  danger  from  a furprife,  we  have 
agreed  to  hand  centry  by  turns,  with  Ful- 
larton’9  double  barrelled  gun,  well  primed 
and  loaded  for  the  reception  of  the  enemy  ; 
at  the  firil  difeharge  of  which,  and  not  be- 
fore, the  whole  guard  is  to  turn  out,  with 
all  the  remaining  part  of  our  artillery  and 
fmall  arms ; and  as  our  fituation  is  a very 
advantageous  one,  I think  we  fhall  be  able 
to  make  a flout  defence. 

As  we  are  fix  in  number,  three  mailers 
and  three  fervants,  the  duty,  you  fee,  will 
be  but  trifling ; and  five  of  us  will  always 

fleep 


1 
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fleep  in  fecurity.  Our  guard,  to  be  fure, 
might  have  been  ftronger ; but  our  Spa- 
ronaro  men  have  abfolutely  refufed  to  be 
of  the  party ; having  much  more  con- 
fidence in  their  own  element ; however, 
they  have  promifed,  in  cafe  of  an  attack, 
immediately  to  come  to  our  affiftance.  I 
think  the  difpofition  is  far  from  being  a 
bad  one,  and  we  are  not  a little  vain  of  our 
generalfhip. 


The  fifhing  boat  is  now  arrived,  and 

they  have  bought  fome  excellent  little 

\ 

fifhes,  which  are  already  on  the  fire. 
Adieu.  Thefe  fellows  are  roaring  for  their 
cold  fowl,  and  I can  command  the  bafket 
hq  longer. 

r 

Ever  yours. 


y 3 


1 
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LETTER  XIV. 

Malta,  June  4th. 

JN  fpite  of  appearances,  and  our  officer’s 
wife  prognostications,  the  wind  changed 
in  the  afternoon,  and  we  got  under  fail 
by  fix  o'clock : we  paffed  the  Straits,  and 
coafted  along  till  eight,  when  we  landed  to 
cook  fome  macaroni  we  had  purchafed  of 
our  failors,  and  try  if  we  could  ihoot  fome- 
thing  for  fea-ftore,  as  we  have  flill  a long 
voyage  before  us. 

i 

We  came  to  the  fide  of  a fulphurous 
lake,  the  fmell  of  which  was  fo  ftrong,  that 
we  perceived  it  upwards  of  a mile  diftant. 
We  found  the  water  boiling  up  with  vio- 
lence in  many  places,  though  the  heat  at  the 
banks  of  the  lake  is  very  inconfiderable. 
However,  this,  added  to  the  pumice  and 
Java  we  found  near  Capo  Paflero,  tends 
greatly  to  confirm  us  in  the  opinion,  that 

this 
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this  part  of  the  ifland,  as  well  as  about 
fEtna,  has,  in  former  ages,  been  fubjedt  to 
eruptions  of  fire. 

I think  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  this 
is  the  celebrated  Camerina,  which  fEneas  faw 
immediately  after  his  palling  Pachinus  (or 
Capo  Paflero)  which,  Virgil  fays,  the  Fates 
had  decreed  fhould  never  be  drained  : 

cc  Hinc  altas  cautes  projedlaque  faxa  Pachyni 
“ Radimus , et  fatis  nunquam  concefla  moveri 
<c  Adparet  Camarina  procul.” 

Virgil  had  good  reafon  to  fay  fo ; for  the 
level  of  the  lake  or  marfh  (it  being  fome- 
thing  betwixt  the  two)  is  at  leafl  as  low  as 
that  of  the  fea,  and  confequently  never 
could  be  drained. 

It  is  furrounded  with  a variety  of  fine 
evergreens  and  flowering  fhrubs,  of  which 
the  palmeta,  and  the  arbutus  or  ftrawberry 
tree,  are  the  moft  beautiful.  We  faw  a 
great  many  wild-fowl ; but,  what  furprifed 

Y*  4 me 
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me,  in  To  unfrequented  a place,  they  were 
fo  fhy,  that  there  was  no  getting  near  them  ; 
there  was  one  kind,  in  particular,  that  at-? 
trailed  our  attention ; it  was  of  the  fize 
and  form  of  a grey  plover,  and  flew  in  the 
fame  manner ; but  had  a tail  of  a great 
length,  which  feemed  to  be  compofed  only 
of  two  fmall  flexible  feathers  that  made  a 
very  uncommon  appearance  in  the  air* 
After  ufing  all  our  art  to  fhoot  one  of  them, 
we  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  attempt. 

Here  we  killed  a fmall  black  fnake,  which 
I think,  anfwers  the  defcription  I have  feen 
of  the  afp.  We  diflected  out  its  tongue, 
the  end  of  which  appears  fharp  like  a fling, 
and  I fnppofe  is  one,  as  it  darted  it  out  with 
violence  againft  our  flicks,  when  we  pre- 
fented  them  to  it.  Now  as  all  animals, 
when  attacked,  make  ufe  of  thofe  weapons 
that  nature  has  armed  them  with  for  their 
defence,  it  appeared  evident  to  us  (lup- 
pofing  this  rule  a juft  one)  that  this  animal 

was 
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was  confcious  of  a power  of  hurting  in  its 
tongue  ; and  we  have  been  more  fully  corw 
vinced  of  it  from  diffedion.  The  fling  ap- 
pears confiderably  larger  than  that  of  a bee. 
We  found  a little  bag  at  the  other  end  of 
the  tongue,  and  probably,  if  we  had  had  a 
microfcope,  fhould  have  found  the  tongue 
perforated.  This  fnake  had  no  teeth  ; but 
very  hard  gums.  I have  taken  care  to  pre- 
ferve  the  tongue  for  your  infpedion. 

As  I think  it  has  always  been  fuppofed, 
that  ferpents  hurt  only  with  their  teeth,  I 
thought  this  might  be  worthy  of  your  no- 
tice. It  is  true,  that  the  darting  out  of  the 
tongue  is  a trick  of  the  whole  ferpent  tribe  ; 
but  this  animal  feemed  to  do  it  with  peculiar 
ferocity,  and  to  ftrike  it  with  violence  againft 
our  fticks.  It  was  this  that  put  us  upon 
the  examination, 

I don’t  recoiled  that  this  Angularity  is 
mentioned  in  any  book  of  natural  hiftory, 

• * but 
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but  poffibly  I may  be  miftaken ; nor  in- 
deed do  I remember  either  to  have  feen 
or  heard  of  any  animal  armed  in  this  man- 
ner : — unlefs  you  will  fuppofe  me  to  adopt 

the  fentiments  of  poor  Mr.  S , who, 

ever  fince  his  marriage,  alleges  that  the 
tongues  of  many  females  are  formed  after 
this  fingular  manner : and  remarks  one 
peculiarity,  that  the  fling  feldom  or  never 
appears  till  after  matrimony. — He  is  very 
learned  on  this  fubjedt,  and  thinks  it  may 
poffibly  have  proceeded  from  their  original 
connexion  with  the  ferpent. — Let  this  be 
as  it  may,  I fincerely  hope  that  you  and  I 
fhall  never  have  fuch  good  reafon  for  adopt- 
ing that  opinion. 

A little  after  nine  we  embarked.  The 
night  was  delightful ; but  the  wind  had 
died  away  about  fun-fet,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  ply  our  oars  to  get  into  the  canal 
of  Malta.  The  coaft  of  Sicily  began  to 

recede  ; and  in  a fhort  time,  we  found  our- 

felves 
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felves  in  the  ocean.  There  was  a profound 
filence,  except  the  noife  of  the  waves  break- 
ing on  the  diftant  fhore,  which  only  ferved 
to  render  it  more  folemn.  It  was  a dead 
calm,  and  the  moon  fhone  bright  on  the 
waters.  The  waves  from  the  late  ftorm, 
were  dill  high  ; but  fmooth  and  even,  and 
followed  one  another  with  a flow  and  equal 
pace.  The  fcene  had  naturally  funk  us 

into  meditation  ; we  had  remained  near  an 

\ 

hour  without  fpeaking  a word,  when  our 
failors  began  their  midnight  hymn  to  the 
Virgin.  The  mufic  was  fimple,  folemn, 
and  melancholy,  and  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  fcene,  and  with  all  our  feelings. 
They  beat  exaCt  time  with  their  oars,  and 
obferved  the  harmony  and  the  cadence  with 
the  utmoft  precifion.  We  liftened  with 
infinite  pleafure  to  this  melancholy  concert, 
and  felt  the  vanity  of  operas  and  oratorios. 
There  is  often  a folemnity  and  a pathetic  in 
the  modulation  of  thefe  fimple  productions, 
that  caufes  a much  Itronger  effeCt,  than  the 

compo- 
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competition  of  the  greatefl  mailers,  aflifled 
by  all  the  boafled  rules  of  counter-point. 

At  lafl  they  fung  us  afleep,  and  we 
awoke  forty  miles  diflant  from  Sicily.  We 
were  now  on  the  main  ocean,  and  faw  no 
land  but  Mount  fEtna  ; which  is  the  perpe- 
tual polar  flar  of  thefe  feas.  We  had  a 
fine  breeze,  and  about  two  o’clock  we  dis- 
covered the  ifland  of  Malta ; and  in  lefs 
than  three  hours  more,  we  reached  the  city 
of  Valetta.  The  approach  of  the  ifland 
is  very  fine,  although  the  fhore  is  rather 
low  and  rocky.  It  is  every  where  made  in- 
accefhble  to  an  enemy,  by  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  fortifications.  The  rock,  in  many 
places,  has  been  hoped  into  the  form  of  a 
glacis,  with  flrong  parapets  and  intrench- 
ments  running  behind  it. 

The  entry  into  the  port  is  very  narrow, 
and  is  commanded  by  a flrong  caflle  on 
either  fide.  We  were  hailed  from  each  of 

thefe? 


io 
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thefe,  and  obliged  to  give  a ftrid  account 
of  ourfelves  ; and  on  our  arrival  at  the  fide 
* of  the  key,  we  were  vifited  by  an  officer 
from  the  health-office,  and  obliged  to  give 
oath  with  regard  to  the  circumftances  of  our 
voyage. — He  behaved  in  the  civile!!  man- 
ner, and  immediately  fent  us  Mr.  Rutter, 
the  Engliffi  conful,  for  whom  we  had  let- 
ters of  recommendation. 

On  getting  on  ffiore,  we  found  ourfelves 
in  a new  world  indeed. — The  ftreets  crowd- 
ed with  well-dreffed  people,  who  have  all 
the  appearance  of  health  and  affluence ; 
whereas  at  Syracufe,  there  was  fcarce  a 
creature  to  be  feen ; and  even  thofe  few  had 
the  appearance  of  difeafe  and  wretched- 
nels. — Mr.  Rutter  immediately  conducted 
us  to  an  inn,  which  had  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a palace.  We  have  had  an  excel- 
lent fupper,  and  good  Burgundy ; and  as 
this  is  the  king’s  birthday,  we  have  almoft 
got  tipfey  to  his  health.  We  are  now  go- 
ing 


1 
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ing  into  clean,  comfortable  beds,  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  fweeteft  {lumbers. — Think 
of  the  luxury  of  this,  after  being  five  long 
days  without  throwing  off  our  cloaths. — 
Good  night.  I would  not  lofe  a moment 
of  it  for  the  world. — People  may  fay  what 
they  pleafe,  but  there  is  no  enjoyment  in 
living  in  perpetual  eafe  and  affluence,  and 
the  true  luxury  is  only  to  be  attained  by 
undergoing  a few  hardfhips. — But  this  is  no 
time  to  philofophife.  So  adieu. 

i 
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LETTER  XV. 

Malta,  June  5th. 

oUR  banker,  Mr.  Poufilach,  was  here 
before  we  were  up,  inviting  us  to 
dine  with  him  at  his  country-houfe,  from 
whence  we  are  juft  now  returned.  He 
gave  us  a noble  entertainment,  ferved  on 
plate,  with  an  elegant  defert,  and  a great 
variety  of  wines. 

. After  dinner  we  went  to  vifit  the  prin- 
cipal villas  of  the  ifland  ; particularly  thofe 
of  the  grand  mafter  and  the  general  of  the 
gallies,  which  lie  contiguous  to  each  other. 
Thefe  are'  nothing  great  or  magnificent ; 
but  they  are  admirably  contrived  for  a hot 
climate,  where,  of  all  things,  (hade  is  the 
moft  defirable.  The  orange  graves  are  in- 
deed very  fine,  and  the  fruit  they  bear  is 

fuperior 
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fuperior  to  any  thing  you  have  feen  either 
in  Spain  or  Portugal. 

The  afpedt  of  the  country  is  far  from 
being  pleafing : the  whole  ifland  is  a great 
rock  of  very  white  free-ftone,  and  the  foil 
that  covers  this  rock,  in  moft  places,  is  not 
more  than  live  or  fix  inches  deep ; yet, 
what  is  fingular,  we  found  their  crop  in 
general  was  exceedingly  abundant.  They 
account  for  it  from  the  copious  dews  that 
fall  during  the  fpring  and  fummer  months; 
and  pretend  likewife,  that  there  is  a moift- 
ure  in  the  rock  below  the  foil,  that  is  of 
great  advantage  to  the  corn  and  cotton, 
keeping  its  roots  perpetually  moift  and  cool ; 
without  which  fingular  quality,  they  fay, 
they  could  have  no  crops  at  all,  the  heat  of 
the  fun  is  fo  exceedingly  violent. 

Their  barley  harvefl  has  been  over  fome 
time  ago ; ^nd  they  are  juft  now  finifhing 
that  of  the  wheat.  The  whole  ifland  pro- 
duces 
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duces  corn  only  fufficient  to  fupport  its  in- 
habitants for  five  months,  or  little  more  ; 
but  the  crop  they  moft  depend  upon  is  the 
cotton.  They  began  fowing  it  about  three 
weeks  ago,  and  it  will  be  finifhed  in  a week 
more.  The  time  of  reaping  it  is  in  the  month 
of  OTober  and  beginning  of  November. 

They  pretend  that  the  cotton  produced 
from  this  plant,  which  is  fown  and  reaped 
in  four  months,  is  of  a much  fuperior 
quality  to  that  of  the  cotton-tree.  I com- 
pared them,  but  I cannot  fay  I found  it 
fo  ; this  is  indeed  the  hneft,  but  that  of  the 
cotton-tree  is  by  much  the  ftrongeft  texture. 
The  plant  rifes  to  the  height  of  a foot  and 
a half,  and  is  covered  with  a number  of 
nuts  or  pods  full  of  cotton  : Thefe,  when 
ripe,  they  are  at  great  pains  to  cut  off 
every  morning  before' fun-rife  ; for  the  heat 
of  the  fun  immediately  turns  the  cotton 
yellow  ; which,  indeed,  we  faw  from  thofe 
pods  they  fave  for  feed. 

Vol.  I.  Z 
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They  manufacture  their  cotton  into 
great  variety  of  huffs.  Their  hockings  are 
exceedingly  fine.  Some  of  them,  they 
affured  us,  had  been  fold  for  ten  fequins  a 
pair.  Their  coverlits  and  blankets  are 
eheemed  all  over  Europe.  Of  thefe  the 
principal  manufactures  are  ehablifhed  in 
the  little  ifland  of  Gozzo,  where  the  people 
are  faid  to  be  more  induhrious  than  thofe 
of  Malta,  as  they  are  more  excluded  from 
the  world,  and  have  fewer  inducements  to 
idlenefs.  Here  the  fugar-cane  is  hill  culti- 
vated with  iuccefs,  though  not  in  any  con- 
fiderable  quantity. 

The  Maltefe  oranges  certainly  deferve 
the  character  they  have  of  being  the  hneh 
in  the  world.  The  feafon  continues  for 
upwards  of  feven  months  ; from  Novem- 
ber till  the  middle  of  June  ; during  which 
time,  thofe  beautiful  trees  are  always  co- 
vered with  abundance  of  this  delicious  fruit. 
Many  of  them  are  of  the  red  kind,  much 

fuperior, 
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fuperior,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  others,  which 
are  rather  too  iufcious.  They  are  produced, 
I am  told,  from  the  common  orange  bud, 
engrafted  on  the  pomegranate  flock.  The 
juice  of  this  fruit  is  red  as  blood,  and  of  a 
fine  flavour.  The  greateft  part  of  their  crop 
is  fent  in  prefents  to  the  different  courts  of 
Europe,  and  to  the  relations  of  the  cheva- 
liers. It  was  not  without  a good  deal  of 
difficulty  that  we  procured  a few  chefts  for 
our  friends  at  Naples. 

• ^ 

The  induftry  of  the  Maltefe  in  culti- 
vating their  little  ifland  is  inconceivable. 
There  is  not  an  inch  of  ground  loft  in  any 
part  of  it ; and  where  there  was  not  foil 
enough,  they  have  brought  over  fhips  and 
boats  loaded  with  it  from  Sicily,  where 
there  is  plenty  and  to  fpare.  The  whole 

ifland  is  full  of  inclofures  of  free-ftone, 

* ' . % < 

which  gives  the  country  a very  uncouth 
and  a very  barren  afped  ; and,  in  fummer, 
reflects  fuch  a light  and  heat,  that  it  is  ex- 

Z 2 ceedingly 
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ceedingly  difagreeable  and  offenfive  to  the 
eyes.  The  inclofures  are  very  fmall  and 
irregular,  according  to  the  inclination  of  the 
ground.  This,  they  fay,  they  are  obliged 
to  obferve,  notwithftanding  the  deformity 
it  occafions  ; otherwife  the  floods,  to  which 
they  are  fubjeft,  would  foon  carry  off  their 
foil. 

The  ifland  is  covered  over  wuth  country 
houfes  and  villages,  befides  feven  cities,  for 
fo  they  term  them  ; but  there  are  only  two, 
the  Valetta  and  the  Citta  Vecchia,  that 
by  any  means  deferve  that  appellation. 
Every  little  village  has  a noble  church, 
elegantly  finiflied  and  adorned  with  ftatues 
of  marble,  rich  tapeftry,  and  a large  quan- 
tity of  filver  plate.  They  are  by  much  the 
handfomeft  country  churches  I have  ever 
feen.  But  I am  interrupted  in  my  writing, 
by  the  beginning  (I  am  told)  of  a very 
fine  fhow.  If  it  be  fo,  I fhall  give  you 
foine  account  of  it  by  and  by. 

q Eleven 
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Eleven  at  night.  The  fhow  is  now  fi- 
nifhed,  and  has  afforded  us  great  entertain- 
ment. It  was  the  departure  of  a Maltefe 
* fquadron  to  affift  the  French  again!!  the  Bey 
of  Tunis,  who,  it  feems,  has  fallen  under 
the  difpleafure  of  the  grand  monarcpie,  be- 
caufe  he  refufed  to  deliver  up  without  ran- 
fom,  the  Corfican  flaves  that  were  taken  be- 
fore the  French  were  in  poffeflion  of  that 
Ifland;  The  fquadron  confided  of  three 
gallies  ; the  largeft  with  nine  hundred  men, 
each  of  the  others  with  feven  hundred  ; 
three  galliots,  and  feveral  fcampaviQs , fo 
called  from  their  exceeding  fwiftnefs.  Thefe 
immenfe  bodies  were  all  worked  by  oars, 
and  moved  with  great  regularity.  The 
admiral  wrent  firft,  and  the  reft  in  order, 
according  to  their  dignity.  The  fea  was 
crowded  with  boats,  and  the  ramparts  and 
fortifications  were  filled  with  company. 
The  port  refounded  on  all  fides  with  the  dif~ 
charge  of  heavy  artillery,  which  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  gallies  and  galliots  a?s  they 

Z 3 ~ left 
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left  the  harbour.  As  the  echo  is  here  un- 
commonly great,  it  produced  a very  noble 
effect. 

There  were  about  thirty  knights  in  each 
galley,  making  fignals  all  the  way  to  their 
miftreffes,  who  were  weeping  for  their  de- 
parture upon  the  baftions  ; for  thefe  gen- 
tlemen pay  almoft  as  little  regard  to  their 
vows  of  chaftity,  as  the  priefts  and  confef- 
fors  do.  After  viewing  the  fhow  from  the 
ramparts,  we  took  a boat  and  followed  the 
fquadron  for  fome  time,  and  did  not  return 
till  long  after  fun-fet. 

We  have  been  admiring  the  wonderful 
ftrength  of  this  place,  both  by  nature  and 
art. — It  is  certainly  the  happieft  fituation 
that  can  be  imagined.  The  city  hands 
upon  a peninfula,  betwixt  two  of  the  finefl 
ports  in  the  world,  which  are  defended  by 
• almoft  impregnable  fortifications.  That 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  city  is  the 

larged. 
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Iargeft.  It  runs  about  two  miles  into  the 
heart  of  the  ifland,  and  is  fo  very  deep,  and 
furrounded  by  fuch  high  grounds  and  for- 
tifications, that  they  allured  us,  the  Iargeft 
fhips  of  war  might  ride  here  in  the  moft 
ftormy  weather,  almoft  without  a cable. 

This  beautiful  bafon  is  divided  into  five 
diftindt  harbours,  all  equally  fafe,  and  each 
capable  of  containing  an  immenfe  number 
of  fhipping.  The  mouth  of  the  harbour  is 
fcarcely  a. quarter  of  a mile  broad,  and  is 

N 

commanded  on  each  fide  by  batteries  that' 
would  tear  the  ftrongeft  {hip  to  pieces  be- 
fore fine  could  enter.  Befides  this,  it  is 
fronted  by  a quadruple  battery,  one  above 
the  other,  the  Iargeft  of  which  is  a jleur 
d' eau^  or  on  a level  with  the  water.  Thefe 
are  mounted  with  about  80  of  their  hea- 
vieft  artillery  ; fo  that  this  harbour,  I think, 
may  really  be  considered  as  impregnable  ; 
and  indeed  the  Turks  have  ever  found  it 
fo,  and  I believe  ever  will. 

z 4 
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The  harbour  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
city,  although  they  only  ufe  it  for  fifhing, 
and  as  a place  of  quarantine,  would,  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  be  confidered  as 
inebimable.  It  is  likewife  defended  by  very 
flrong  works ; and  in  the  centre  of  the 
bafon  there  is  an  ifland  on  which  they  have 
built  a cable  and  a lazaret. 

♦ 

The  fortifications  of  Malta  are  indeed 
a mod  bupendous  work.  All  the  boafled 
catacombs  of  Rome  and  Naples  are  a trifle 
to  the  immenfe  excavations  that  have  been 
made  in  this  little  ifland.  The  ditches,  of 
a vafl  fize,  are  all  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock. 
T’hefe  extend  for  a great  many  miles  ; and 
raife  our  aflonifhment  to  think  that  fo 
fmall  a bate  has  ever  been  able  to  make 
them. 

One  fide  of  the  ifland  is  fo  completely 
fortified  by  nature,  that  there  was  nothing 
left  for  art.  The  rock  is  of  a great  height, 

and  x 
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and  abfolutely  perpendicular  from  the  fea 
for  feveral  miles.  It  is  very  Angular,  that 
on  this  fide  there  are  ftill  the  veftiges  of 
feveral  ancient  roads,  with  the  tracks  of 
carriages  worn  deep  in  the  rocks : Thefe 
roads  are  now  terminated  by  the  precipice, 
with  the  fea  beneath  ; and  fhew  to  a de- 
monftration,  that  this  ifland  has  in  former 
ages  been  of  a much  larger  fize  than  it  is 
at  prefent  ; but  the  convulfion  that  oc- 
cafioned  its  diminution  is  probably  much 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  hiftory  or  tradi- 
tion. It  has  often  been  obferved,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  very  great  diftance  of  mount 
iEtna,  that  this  ifland  has  generally  been 
more  or  lefs  affe&ed  by  its  eruptions,  and 
they  think  it  probable,  that  on  fome  of 

t 

thofe  occafions  a part  of  it  may  have  been 
fhaken  into  the  fea. 

1 

We  have  now  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
Jng  that  one  half  of  inount  iEtna  is  clearly 

difcovered 
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difcovered  from  Malta.  They  reckon  the 
diftance  near  200  Italian  miles.  And  the 
people  here  aflure  us,  that  in  the  great 
eruptions  of  that  mountain,  their  whole 
ifland  is  illuminated  ; and  from  the  reflec- 
tion in  the  water,  there  appears  a great 
track  of  fire  in  the  fea  all  the  way  from 
Malta  to  Sicily.  The  thundering  of  the 
mountain  is  likewife  diftinclly  heard. — • 
Good  night. — I am  fatigued  with  this  day’s 
expedition,  and  fhall  finifh  my  letter  to- 

1 

morrow. 

June  6th.  As  the  city  of  Valetta  is  built 
upon  a hill,  none  of  the  ftreets  except  the 
key  are  level.  They  are  all  paved  with 
white  free-ftonc,  which  not  only  creates  a 
great  duft,  but  from  its  colour  is  likewife 

fo  offenfive  to  the  eyes,  that  mod  of  the 

% 

people  here  are  remarkably  weak-lighted. 
The  principal  buildings  are  the  palace  of 
the  grand  mafter,  the  infirmary,  the  arfe- 

nal, 
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nal,  the  inns  or  hotels  of  the  Seven  Tongues, 
and  the  great  church  of  St.  John.  The 
palace  is  a noble  though  a plain  flru&ure, 
and  the  grand  mailer  (who  ftudies  con- 
veniency  more  than  magnificence)  is  more 
comfortable  and  commodioufly  lodged  than 

any  prince  in  Europe,  the  king  of  Sardinia 

» 

perhaps  only  excepted.  The  great  Hair  is 
the  eafieft  and  the  bell  I ever  faw. 

I V 

St.  John’s  is  a magnificent  church.  The 
pavement,  in  particular,  is  reckoned  the 
richeft  in  the  world.  It  is  entirely  com- 
pofed  of  fepulchral  monuments  of  the 
fineft  marbles,  prophyry,  lapis  lazuli,  and 
a variety  of  other  valuable  ftones,  admi- 
rably joined  together,  and  at  an  incredible 
expence ; reprefenting  in  a kind  of  Mo- 
faic,  the  arms,  infignia,  &c.  of  the  perfons 
whofe  names  they  are  intended  to  comme- 
morate. In  the  magnificence  of  thefe  mo- 
numents, the  heirs  of  the  grand  mailers 
4 and 
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and  commanders  have  long  vied  with  each 
other. 

9 » 

We  went  this  day  to  fee  the  celebration 
of  their  church  fervice.  It  feems  to  be 
more  overcharged  with  parade  and  cere- 
mony than  what  I have  ever  obferved 
even  in  any  other  catholic  country.  The 
number  of  genufle&ions  before  the  altar, 
the  killing  of  the  prior’s  hand,  the  hold- 
ing up  of  his  robes  by  the  fubaltern 
pricfts,  the  ceremony  of  throwing  incenfe 
upon  all  the  knights  of  the  great  crofs, 
and  negledting  the  poorer  knights,  with 
many  other  articles,  appeared  to  us  highly 
ridiculous ; and  moft  eflentially  different 
indeed  from  that  purity  and  fimplicity  of 
worfhip  that  conftitutes  the  very  elfence  of 
true  chriftianity ; and  of  which  the  great 
pattern  they  pretend  to  copy,  fet  fo  very 
noble  an  example. 


This 
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This  day  (the  6th  of  June)  is  held  as 
a thankfgiving  for  their  deliverance  from 
a terrible  confpiracy  that  was  formed  about 
twenty-one  years  ago,  by  the  Turkifh 
Haves  ; at  one  ftroke  to  put  an  end  to  the 
whole  order  of  Malta*  All  the  fountains 
of  the  place  were  to  be  poifoned  ; and 
every  Have  had  taken  a folemn  oath  to  put 
his  matter  to  death. 

It  was  difcovered  by  a Jew,  who  kept  a 
coffee-houfe.  He  underttood  the  Turkifh 
language,  and  overheard  fome  difcourfe 
that  he  thought  fufpicious.  He  went  im- 
mediately and  informed  the  grand  matter. 
The  fufpeded  perfons  were  inftantly  feized 
and  put  to  the  torture,  and  foon  confefled 
the  whole  plot.  The  executions  were 
fhocking.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five 
were  put  to  death  by  various  torments. 

i 

Some  were  burned  alive,  fome  were  broken 
on  the  wheel,  and  fome  were  torn  to  pieces 

by. 
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by  the  four  galleys  rowing  different  ways, 
and  each  bringing  off  its  limb.  Since  that 
time,  the  flaves  have  been  much  more 
flridtly  watched,  and  have  lefs  liberty  than 
formerly.  Adieu.  I fhall  write  to  you 
again  before  we  leave  Malta. 


\ 


Yours,  &c. 
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- LETTER  XVI. 

Malta,  June  7th. 

« 1 

T HIS  day  we  made  an  expedition  thro’ 
the  ifland  in  coaches  drawn  by  one 
mule  each  ; the  only  kind  of  vehicle  the 
place  affords.  Our  conductors  could  fpeak 
nothing  but  Arabic,  which  is  {till  the  lan- 
guage of  the  common  people  of  Malta  ; fo 
that  you  may  believe  we  did  not  reap  much 
benefit  from  their  converfation.  We  went 
firft  to  the  ancient  city  of  Melita,  which  is 
near  the  center  of  the  ifland,  and  com- 
mands a view  of  the  whole  ; and  in  clear 
weather,  they  pretend,  of  part  of  Barbary, 
and  of  Sicily.  The  city  is  ffrongly  forti- 
fied,  and  is  governed  by  an  officer  called 
the  Hahem.  He  received  us  very  politely, 
and  fhewed  us  the  old  palace,  which  is  not 
indeed  much  worth  the  feeing.  The  ca- 
thedral is  a very  fine  church  ; and  although 

of 
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of  an  exceeding  large  fize,  is  at  prefent 
» 

entirely  hung  with  crimfori  damafk  richly 
laced  with  gold. 

The  catacombs,  not  far  from  this  city, 
are  a great  work.  They  are  faid  to  extend 
for  fifteen  miles  under  ground  ; however, 
this  you  are  obliged  to  take  on  the  credit 
of  your  guides,  as  it  would  rather  be  rifk- 
ing  too  much  to  put  it  to  the  trial.  Many 
people,  they  aflure  us,  have  been  loft  from 
advancing  too  far  in  them  ; the  prodigious 
number  of  brandies  making  it  next  to  im- 
poflible  to  find  the  way  out  again. 

% 

From  this  we  went  to  fee  the  Bofquetta, 
where  the  grand  mafter  has  his  country 
palace  ; by  the  accounts  we  had  of  it  at 
Valetta,  we  expected  to  find  a foreft  ftored 
with  deer  and  every  kind  of  game,  as  they 

i 

talked  much  of  the  great  hunts  that  were 
made  every  year  in  thefe  woods. — We 
were  not  a little  fiirprifed  to  find  only  a 

few 
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few  fcattered  trees,  and  about  half  a dozen 
deer ; but  as  this  is  the  only  thing  like  a. 
wood  in  the  illand,  it  is  edeemed  a very 
great  curiofity.  The  palace  is  as  little 
worth  feeing  as  the  fored ; though  indeed 
the  profped  from  the  top  of  it  is  very  fine* 
The  furniture  is  three  or  four  hundred  years 
old,  and  in  the  mod  Gothic  tade  that  can 
be  imagined  : but  indeed  the  grand  mader 
feldom  or  never  refides  here. 

The  great  fource  of  water4  that  fupplies 
the  city  of  Valletta,  takes  its  rife  near  to  this 
place ; and  there  is  an  aquedudl  compofed 
of  fome  thoufand  arches,  that  conveys  it 
‘’from  thence  to  the  city.  The  whole  of  this 
immenfe  work  was  finidied  at  the  private 

A 

expence  of  one  of  the  grand  maders. 

Not  far  from  the  old  city  there  is  a fmal! 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Paul ; and  jud  by 
the  church,  a miraculous  datue  of  the  faint 
with  a viper  on  his  hand ; fuppofed  to  be 

Vol.  I,  A a placed 
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placed  on  the  very  fpot  on  which  the  houfe 
flood  where  he  was  received  after  his  fhip- 
wreck  on  this  ifland,  and  where  he  fhook 
the  viper  off  his  hand  into  the  fire  without 
being  hurt  by  it : at  which  time  the  Mal- 
tefe  affure  us  the  faint  curfed  all  the  veno- 
mous animals  of  the  ifland,  and  banifhed 
them  for  ever ; juft  as  St.  Patrick  treated 
tliofe  of  his  favourite  ifle.  Whether  this 
be  the  caufe  of  it  or  not,  wre  fhall  leave  to 
divines  to  determine  (though  if  it  had,  I 
think  St.  Luke  would  have  mentioned  it 
in  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles) ; but  the  fad  is 
certain,  that  there  are  no  venomous  animals 
in  Malta.  They  affured  us  that  vipers  had 
been  brought  from  Sicily,  and  died  almoft 
immediately  on  their  arrival* 

t 

Adjoining  to  the  church  there  is  the  ce- 
lebrated grotto  in  which  the  faint  was  im- 
prifoned.  It  is  looked  upon  with  the  ut- 
moft  reverence  and  veneration  ; and  if  the 
ftories  they  tell  of  it  be  true,  it  is  well 

entitled 
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entitled  to  it  all.  It  is  exceedingly  damp, 
and  produces  (I  believe  by  a kind  of  petri- 
faction from  the  water)  a whitifh  kind  of 
ftone,  which  they  aflure  us,  when  reduced 
to  powder,  is  a fovereign  remedy  in  many 
difeafes,  and  faves  the  lives  of  thoufands 
every  year.  There  is  not  a houfe  in  the 
ifland  that  is  not  provided  with  it : and 
they  tell  us  there  are  many  boxes  of  it  fent 
annually  not  only  to  Sicily  and  Italy,  but 
likewife  to  the  Levant  and  the  Eaft  Indies  ; 
and  (what  is  confidered  as  a daily  handing 
miracle)  notwithftanding  this  perpetual 
confumption,  it  has  never  been  exhaufted, 
nor  even  fenfibly  diminifhed ; the  faint 
always  taking  care  to  fupply  them  with  a 
frefh  quantity  the  day  following. 

You  may  be  fure  wre  did  not  fail  to  huff 
our  pockets  with  this  wonderful  ftone ; X 
fufpedted  they  would  have  prevented  us,  as  I 
did  not  fuppofe  the  faint  would  have  work- 
ed for  heretics ; however,  neither  he  nor 
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the  priefts  had  any  objection,  and  we  gave 
them  a few  Pauls  * more  for  their  civility. 
I tailed  fome  of  it,  and  believe  it  is  a very 
harmlefs  thing.  It  taftes  like  exceeding 
bad  Magnefia,  and  I believe  has  pretty  much 
the  fame  effe&s.  They  give  about  a tea- 
fpoonful  of  it  to  children  in  the  fmall-pox 
and  in  fevers.  It  produces  a copious  fweat 
about  an  hour  after,  and,  they  fay,  never 
fails  to  be  of  fervice.  It  is  likewife  efteemed 
a certain  remedy  againft  the  bite  of  all  veno- 
mous animals.  There  is  a very  fine  ftatue 
of  St.  Paul  in  the  middle  of  this  grotto,  to 
which  they  afcribe  great  powers. 

We  were  delighted,  on  our  way  back  to 
the  city,  with  the  beauty  of  the  fetting- 
fun ; much  fuperior,  I think,  to  what  I 
have  ever  obferved  it  in  Italy.  The  whole 
of  the  eaftern  part  of  the  heavens,  for  half 
an  hour  after  fun-fet,  wras  of  a fine  deep 


* A fmall  filvcr  coin. 
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purple,  and  made  a beautiful  appearance ; 
this  the  Maltefe  tell  us  is  generally  the 
cafe  every  evening,  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year. 

I forgot  to  fay  any  thing  of  our  prefent- 
ation  to  the  grand  matter,  for  which  I afk 
pardon  both  of  you  and  him. — His  name 
is  Pinto,  and  of  a Portuguefe  family.  He 
has  now  been  at  the  head  of  this  fmgular 
little  ftate  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  He 
received  us  with  great  politenefs,  and  was 
highly  pleafed  to  find  that  fome  of  us  had 
been  in  Portugal.  He  mentioned  the  in- 
timate commercial  connexions  that  had  fo 
long  fubfifted  betwixt  our  nations,  and  ex- 
prefled  his  defire  of  being  of  fervice  to  us, 
and  of  rendering  our  ttay  in  his  ifland  as 
agreeable  as  pottible.  He  is  a clear-headed, 
fenfible,  little  old  man  ; which,  at  fo  ad- 
vanced a period  of  life,  is  very  uncommon. 
Although  he  is  confiderably  upwards  of 
ninety,  he  retains  all  the  faculties  of  his 
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mind  in  perfection.  He  has  no  minitter, 
but  manages  every  thing  himfelf ; and  has 
immediate  information  of  the  moft  minute 
occurrences.  He  walks  up  and  down 
ftairs,  and  even  to  church,  without  affift- 
ance ; and  has  the  appearance  as  if  he 
would  hill  live  for  many  years.  His  houfe- 
hold  attendance  and  court  are  all  very 
princely;  and  as  grand  matter  of  Malta, 
he  is  more  abfolute,  and  pofl'ettes  more 
power  than  mott  fovereign  princes.  His 
titles  are  Serene  Highnefs  and  Eminence ; 
and  as  he  has  the  difpofal  of  all  lucrative 
offices,  he  makes  of  his  councils  what  he 
pleafes ; befides,  in  all  the  councils  that 
compofe  the  jurifdi&ion  of  this  little  nation, 
he  himfelf  prefides,  and  has  two  votes. 
Since  he  was  chofen  grand  matter,  he  has 
already  given  away  126  commenderies, 
fome  of  them  worth  upwards  of  2000/. 
a year ; befides  priories  and  other  offices 
of  profit. — He  has  the  difpofal  of  twenty- 
one  commenderies  and  one  priory  every 

five 
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five  yeans;  and  as  there  are  always  a num- 
ber of  expedants,  he  is  very  much  courted. 

He  is  chofen  by  a committee  of  twenty- 
one;  which  committee  is  nominated  by  the 
feven  nations,  three  out  of  each  nation. 
The  eledion  muft  be  over  within  three 
days  after  the  death  of  the  former  grand 
matter;  and  during  thefe  three  days,  there 
is  fcarce  a foul  that  fleeps  at  Malta  : all  is 

1 

cabal  and  intrigue  ; and  moft  of  the  knights 
are  mafked,  to  prevent  their  particular  at- 
tachments and  connexions  from  being 
known  : the  moment  the  eledion  is  over, 
every  thing  returns  again  to  its  former 
channel. 


The  land  force  of  Malta  is  equal  to  the 
number  of  men  in  the  ifland  fit  to  bear 
arms.  They  have  about  500  regulars  be- 
longing to  the  fhips  of  war  ; and  150  com- 
pofe  the  guard  of  the  prince.  The  two 
iflands  of  Malta  and  Gozzo  contain  about 
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150,000  inhabitants.  The  men  are  ex*?, 
ceeding  robufl  and  hardy.  I have  feen  them 
row  for  ten  or  twelve  hours  without  inter- 
miflion,  and  without  even  appearing  to  be 
fatigued. 

1 

* 

Their  fea  force  confifts  of  four  galleys, 
three  galliots,  four  fhips  of  fixty  guns,  and 
a frigate  of  thirty-fix,  befides  a number  of 
the  quick-failing  little  veffels  called  Scam- 
pavias  (literally,  Runaways).  Their  fhips, 
galleys,  and  fortifications,  are  not  only 
well  fupplied  with  excellent  artillery,  but 
they  have  likewife  invented  a kind  of  ord- 
nance of  their  own,  unknown  to  all  the 
world  befides.  For  we  found,  to  our  no 
fmall  amazement,  that  the  rocks  were  not 
only  cut  into  fortifications,  but  likewife  into 
artillery  to  defend  thefe  fortifications ; being 
hollowed  out  in  many  places  into  the  form 
of  immenfe  mortars.  The  charge  is  faid 
to  be  about  a barrel  of  gunpowder,  over 
which  they  place  a large  piece  of  wood, 

made 
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made  exactly  to  fit  the  mouth  of  the  cham- 
ber. On  this  they  heap  a great  quantity 
of  cannon  balls,  fhells,  or  other  deadly 
materials ; and  when  an  enemy’s  fhip  ap- 
proaches the  harbour,  they  fire  the  whole 
into  the  air;  and  they  pretend  it  produces 
a very  great  effed:,  making  a fhower  for 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  round  that 
would  fink  any  vefleL 

'v 

Notwithftanding  the  fuppofed  bigotry 
of  the  Maltefe,  the  fpirit  of  toleration  is  fo 
ftrong,  that  a mofque  has  lately  been  built 
for  their  fworn  enemies  the  Turks.  Here 
the  poor  flaves  are  allowed  to  enjoy  their 
religion  in  peace.  It  happened  lately  that 
fome  idle  boys  difturbed  them  during  their 
fervice ; they  were  immediately  fent  to 
prifon,  and  feverelv  punifhed.  The  police 
indeed  is  much  better  regulated  than  in  the 
neighbouring  countries,  and  aflafiinations 
and  robberies  are  very  uncommon ; the 
Jaft  of  which  crimes  the  grand  mailer 

puniihes 
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punifhes  with  the  utmoft  fe verity.  But  he 
is  laid,  perhaps  in  compliance  with  the 
prejudice  of  his  nation,  to  be  much  more 
relax  with  regard  to  the  firft. 

i 

Perhaps  Malta  is  the  only  country  in 
the  world  where  duelling  is  permitted  by 
law. — As  their  whole  eftablifhment  is  ori- 
ginally founded  on  the  wild  and  romantic 
principles  of  chivalry,  they  have  ever  found 
it  too  inconfiftent  with  thofe  principles  to 
abolifh  duelling  ; but  they  have  laid  it  under 
fuch  reftridtions  as  greatly  to  leflen  its  dan- 
ger. Thefe  are  curious  enough. — The 
duellifts  are  obliged  to  decide  their  quarrel 
in  one  particular  ftreet  of  the  city ; and  if 
they  prefume  to  fight  any  where  elfe,  they 
are  liable  to  the  rigour  of  the  law.  But 
what  is  not  lefs  lingular,  and  much  more 
in  their  favour,  they  are  obliged,  under  the 
moil  fevere  penalties,  to  put  up  their  fword, 
when  ordered  fo  to  do,  by  a woman , a prlejl% 
or  a knight . 

Under 
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Under  thefe  limitations,  in  the  midft  of  a 
great  city,  one  would  imagine  it  almofl  im- 
poflible  that  a duel  could  ever  end  in  blood; 
however,  this  is  not  the  cafe : — A crofs  is 
always  painted  on  the  wall  oppofite  to  the 
fpot  where  a knight  has  been  killed,  in 
conynemoration  of  his  fall. — We  counted 
about  twenty  of  thefe  croffes. 

About  three  months  ago,  two  knights 
had  a difpute  at  a billiard  table.— “One  of 
them,  after  giving  a great  deal  of  abufive 
language,  added  a blow ; but,  to  the  afto- 
nifhmet  of  all  Malta  (in  whofe  annals 
there  is  not  a fimilar  inftance),  after  fo  great 
a provocation,  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  fight 
his  antagonift. — The  challenge  was  re- 
peated, and  he  had  time  to  refled:  on  the 
confequences,  but  ftill  he  refufed  to  enter 
the  lifts. — He  was  condemned  to  make 
amende  honorable  in  the  great  church  of 
St.  John  for  forty-five  days  fucceflively; 
then  to  be  confined  in  a dungeon  without 
4 light 


^6 4 A TOUR  THROUGH 

light  for  five  years,  after  which  he  is  to 
remain  a prifoner  in  the  caftle  for  life.  The 
unfortunate  young  man  who  received  the 
blow  is  likewife  in  difgrace,  as  he  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  wiping  it  out  in  the 
blood  of  his  adverfary. 

This  has  been  looked  upon  as  a very  fin- 
gular  affair,  and  is  flill  one  of  the  principal 
topics  of  converfation.  The  firft  part  of  the 
fentence  has  already  been  executed,  and 
the  poor  wretch  is  now  in  his  dungeon. 
Nor  is  it  thought  that  any  abatement  will 
be  made  in  what  remains. 

If  the  legifiature  in  other  countries  pu- 
nifhed  with  equal  rigour  thofe  that  do  fight, 
as  it  does  in  this  thofe  that  do  not,  I believe 
we  fhould  foon  have  an  end  of  duelling : 
but  I fhould  imagine  the  punifhment  for 
fighting  ought  never  to  be  a capital  one 
(but  rather  fomething  ignominious) ; and  the 
punifhment  for  not  fighting  fhould  always 

be 
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be  fo,  or  at  lead  fome  fevere  corporal  pil— 
nifhment ; for  ignominy  will  have  as  little 
effed  on  the  perfon  who  is  willing  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  appellation  of  a coward,  as  the 
fear  of  death  on  one  who  makes  it  his  glory 
to  defpife  it. 

The  Maltefe  dill  talk  with  horror  of  1 
dorm  that  happened  here  on  the  29th  of 
Odober  1757,  of  which,  as  it  was  of  a 
very  Angular  nature,  I fhall  tranfiate  you 
fome  account  from  a little  book  they  have 
given  me,  written  on  that  fubjed. 

About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after 
midnight,  there  appeared  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  the  city  a great  black  cloud,  which,  as 
it  approached,  changed  its  colour,  till  at 
lad  it  became  like  a flame  of  Are  mixed 
with  black  fmoke.  A dreadful  noife  was 
heard  on  its  approach,  that  alarmed  the 
whole  city.  It  pafled  over  part  of  the  port, 
and  came  fird  upon  an  Englilh  fliip,  which 
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in  an  inflant  was  torn  to  pieces,  and  no- 
thing left  but  the  hulk ; part  of  the  mails, 
fails,  and  cordage  were  carried  along  with 
the  cloud  to  a considerable  diflance.  The 
fmall  boats  and  fellouques  that  fell  in  its 
way  were  all  broken  to  pieces,  and  funk. 
The  noife  increafed  and  became  more  fright- 
ful. A fentinel,  terrified  at  its  approach,  run 
into  his  box : both  he  and  it  were  lifted 
up  and  carried  into  the  fea,  where  he  pe- 
rifhed.  It  then  traverfed  a considerable 

t 

part  of  the  city,  and  laid  in  ruins  almofl 
every  thing  that  flood  in  its  way.  Several 
houfes  were  laid  level  with  the  ground,  and 
it  did  not  leave  one  fleeple  in  its  paffage. 
The  bells  of  fome  of  them,  together  with 
the  Spires,  were  carried  to  a confiderable 
difiance.  The  roofs  of  the  churches  were 
demolished  and  beat  down,  which,  if  it 
had  happened  in  the  day-time,  mufl  have 
had  dreadful  confequences,  as  all  the  world 
would  immediately  have  run  to  the 
churches. 


It 
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It  went  off  at  the  north- eaft  point  of  the 
city ; and  demolishing  the  light-houfe,  is 
faid  to  have  mounted  up  into  the  air,  with 
a frightful  noife ; and  paffed  over  the  fea 
to  Sicily,  where  it  tore  up  fome  trees,  and 
• did  other  damage,  but  nothing  confider- 
able ; as  its  fury  had  been  moftly  fpent 
upon  Malta.  The  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  near  200  ; and  the 
lofs  of  Shipping,  houfes,  and  churches,  was 
very  confiderable. 

Several  treatifes  have  been  written  to 
account  for  this  fingular  hurricane,  but  I 
have  found  nothing  at  all  fatisfa&ory.  The 
fentiments  of  the  people  are  concife  and 
pofitive.  They  declare,  with  one  voice, 
that  it  was  a legion  of  devils  let  loofe,  to 
puniSh  them  for  their  fins.  There  are  a 
thoufand  people  in  Malta  that  will  take 
their  oath  they  faw  them  within  the  cloud, 
all  as  black  as  pitch,  and  breathing  out  fire 
and  brimftone.  They  add,  that  if  there 
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had  not  been  a few  godly  people  amongfl 
them,  their  whole  city  would  certainly 
have  been  involved  in  one  univerfal  de- 
ftru&ion. 

The  horfe  races  of  Malta  are  of  a very 
uncommon  kind.  They  are  performed 
without  either  faddle,  bridle,  whip,  or 
fpur ; and  yet  the  horfes  are  faid  to  run 
full  fpecd,  and  to  afford  a great  deal  of 
diverfion.  They  are  accuftomed  to  the 
ground  for  fome  weeks  before ; and  al- 
though it  is  entirely  over  rock  and  pave- 
ment, there  are  very  feldom  any  accidents. 
They  have  races  of  affes  and  mules  per- 
formed in  the  fame  manner,  four  times 
every  year.  The  rider  is  only  furnifhed 
with  a machine  like  a fhoemaker’s  awl,  to 
prick  on  his  courfer  if  he  is  lazy. 

As  Malta  is  an  epitome  of  all  Europe, 
and  an  affemblage  of  the  younger  brothers, 
who  are  commonly  the  beft,  of  its  firft  fa- 
rt milies. 
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milies,  it  is  probably  one  of  the  beft  acade- 
mies for  politenefs  in  this  part  of  the 
globe ; befides,  where  every  one  is  entitled 
by  law  as  well  as  cuftom,  to  demand  fatif- 
faCtion  for  the  lead;  breach  of  it,  people 
are  under  a neceffity  of  being  very  exaCt 
and  circumfpedt,  both  with  regard  to  their 
words  and  actions. 

All  the  knights  and  commanders  have 
much  the  appearance  uf  gentlemen,  and 
men  of  the  world.  We  met  with  no  cha- 
racter in  extreme.  The  ridicules  and  pre- 
judices of  every  particular  nation,  are  by 
degrees  foftened  and  wore  off,  by  the  fa- 

- 1 

miliar  intercourfe  and  collifion  with  each 
other.  It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  effeCt  it 
produces  upon  the  various  people  that 
compofe  this  little  medley.  The  French 
flap,  the  German  ftrut,  and  the  Spanifh 
ftalk,  are  all  mingled  together  in  fuch  fmall 
proportions,  that  none  of  them  are  ftriking ; 
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yet  every  one  of  thefe  nations  ftill  retain 
fometliing  of  their  original  charadteriftic : 
It  is  only  the  exuberance  of  it  that  is 
wore  off ; and  it  is  ftill  eafy  to  diftinguifli 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  and  north 
fide  of  the  Pyrenees,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
the  eaft  and  weft  fide  of  the  Rhine : for 
though  the  Parifian  has,  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  loft  his  affuming  air,  the  Spaniard 
his  taciturnity  and  folemnity,  the  German 
his  formality  and  his  pride ; yet  ftill  you 
fee  the  German,  the  Frenchman,  and  the 
Spaniard  : It  is  only  the  caricature,  that 
formerly  made  them  ridiculous,  that  has 
difappeared. 

4 j 

This  inftitution,  which  is  a ftrange 
compound  of  the  military  and  ecclefiaftic, 
has  now  fubfifted  for  near  feven  hundred 
years  ; and  though,  I believe,  one  of  the 
lirft-born,  has  long  furvived  every  other 
child  of  chivalry.  It  poffeffes  great  riches 
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In  moft  of  the  catholic  countries  of  Eu- 
rope ; and  did  fo  in  England  too,  before 
the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  but  that  capri- 
cious tyrant  did  not  chule  that  any  inllitu- 
tion,  however  ancient  or  refpedted,  fhould 
remain  in  his  dominions,  that  had  any 
doubt  of  his  fupremacy  and  infallibility ; 
he  therefore  feized  on  all  their  poffeffions, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  enriched  himfelf 
by  the  plunder  of  the  church.  It  was  in 
vain  for  them  to  plead  that  they  were  ra- 
ther a military  than  an  ecclefiaftic  order, 
and  by  their  valour  had  been  of  great  fer- 
vice  to  Europe,  in  their  wars  againfi:  the 
infidels : it  was  not  agreeable  to  his  fyftem 
ever  to  hear  a reafon  for  any  thing ; and 
no  perfon  could  poffibly  be  right,  that  was 
capable  of  fuppofing  that  the  king  could 
be  wrong. 

1 ' 

Malta,  as  well  as  Sicily,  was  long  under 
the  tyranny  of  the  Saracens ; from  which 
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they  were  both  delivered  about  the  middle 
of  the  eleventh  century,  by  the  valour  of 
the  Normans: vafter  which  time,  the  fate 
of  Malta  commonly  depended  on  that  of 
Sicily,  till  the  emperor  Charles  V.  about 
the  year  1530,  gave  it,  together  with  the 
illand  of  Gozzo,  to  the  knights  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem,  who  at  that  time  had 
loft  the  illand  of  Rhodes.  In  teftimony  of 
this  conceffion,  the  grand  matter  is  Hill 
obliged,  every  year,  to  fend  a falcon  to  the 
king  of  Sicily,  or  his  viceroy;  and  on 
every  new  fucceffion,  to  fwear  allegiance, 
and  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  the 
Sicilian  monarch,  the  inveftiture  of  thefe 
two  iflands. 

% 

Ever  fince  our  arrival  here,  the  weather 
has  been  perfectly  clear  and  ferene,  without 
a cloud  in  the  fky  ; and  for  fome  time  after 
fun-fet,  the  heavens  exhibit  a moft  beau- 
tiful appearance,  which  I don’t  recoiled  to 
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have  obferved  any  where  elfe.  The  eaftern 
part  of  the  hemifphere  appears  of  a rich 
deep  purple,  and  the  weftern  is  the  true 
yellow  glow  of  Claud  Lorrain,  that  you 
ufed  to  admire  fo  much.  The  weather, 
however,  is  not  intolerably  hot ; the  ther- 
mometer hands  commonly  betwixt  75  and 
7 6.  Adieu.  We  are  now  preparing  for 
a long  voyage,  and  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay 
from  whence  I (hall  write  you  next. 

Ever  yours. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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